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CONDUCT. 


oF TUk * 


Late Adminiſtration, Oc. 


* Wa * HE reader will ſee in the 
T2 T * motto prefixed to this tract, 
9 8 the reaſons for undertaking 


. it: the ſtate of the common 
wealth is ſuch, whether we conſider 
the debt, the factions, and the vena» 


ä the kingdom z or the little proſ- 


pect there is of finding another miniſter 
| Who will oppoſe himſelf to the two lat- 
ter, for the ſake of alleviating the for- 


mer ; that it can no longer ſupport our 
| vices; 


WC RE 


fo 


| TRE Ange 
vices; though it has ſtill perhaps 
ſtrength ſufficient to bear an application 


of the proper remedies. But theſe re- 


medies cannot be hoped for 'till our 


former conduct, the motives, and the 


effects of it are generally underſtood. 
A perſuaſion that if theſe were fairly 
laid before the public, our opinions, and 
conſequently our meaſures would be 
altered ; and that it is not even yet too 


late to retrieve, in ſome degree, the 


loſſes which the ſtate has ſuſtained while 


her intereſts have been neglected and 
_ facrificed, was the motive which pro- 


duced this publication: a motive which, 
if it does not give ſucceſs to the deſign, 
will, it is hoped, carry with it an ex- 


cuſe for the attempt. For although 


perſonal altercations and private feuds 
have degraded the tribunal of the public, 
the attention of which they have ſo long 


engroſſed; yet the queſtions which are 
peculiarly proper for its cognizance, are 


thoſe which concern the honor, the 
wealth or the /ajety of the community; 


and 


124 
and eſpecially thoſe plans of foreign and 
domeſtic policy, which are purſued by 
thoſe to whom the intereſts of the ſtate 


are entruſted: no introduction therefore 


or apology is neceſſary to a tract, which 
propoſes to enquire into the merit of 
| thoſe meaſures which have lately been 
adopted by the late mZry, with regard 
to points of the greateſt importance to 
the empire, commerce and ſecurity of 
Great Britain. LT. 
It were ever to be wiſhed that enqui- 
ries of this ſort could be made without 
deſcending to perional accuſations ; for 
the ſubjects are much leſſened when the. 
reputations of particular men, the praiſe 
or cenſure of ſome mn/ter, becomes a 
_ conſiderable part of them. But on this 
occaſion, it is feared that this reſerve is 
impoſſible ; when we judge of the me- 
rits of meaſures, we neceſſarily judge 
of thoſe by whom they were planned 
and executed. it, however, in the 
courſe of the enquiry blame ſhall be 
_ thrown on particular perſons, the writer 
can u ſay, that this was not in his 
Ba - > 0 


„ 
firſt intention, and that it is only tho 
| neceſſary reſult of the ſubject he treats ; 
a ſubje@ of ſo much importance, that 
he has not ſuffered the diſlike which he 
feels in common with almoſt all man- 
kind to perſonal cenſure, to ſtifle that 
information which the public has a right 
to receive upan a point which goes up 
to the very firſt principles of our conſti- 
tution, and involves in it queſtions up- 
on which the exiſtence of all govern- 
ment depends. The reader eafily ſees 
that the ſubject I mean is the amp act. 
This is the meaſure of the greateſt im- 
portance, both in itſelf and in its con- 
ſequences; referring therefore the other 
plans of the year to ſome future hour, 
it is propoſed at preſent to examine the 
conduct of the' miniſtry, with regard to 
this ac, from the the time at which 


they came into office, to that at which 


it was repealed, 


If this is done without partiality, the 


perſons whoſe conduct is examined will 
have no reaſon to complain; they eſpe- 
cially will have no reaſon to complain 


* 
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191 
of being called to a public trial, who 
are perpetually aſſuring us that their de- 
light, their merit, and their ſupport is, 
that they poſſeſs entirely the favour of 
the public. To diſprove the truth of 
this aſſertion, ec enim (to uſe the words 
of Cicero) populum romanum efje illum 
puto, qui conſtat ex us qui mercede condu- 
cuntur, qui impelluntur ut vim afjerant 
magiſtratibus, ut obſideant ſenatum; and 
to ſhew by what arts they gained, for a 
| ſhort time, the appearance of popula- 
rity, would be eaſy ; but it is of little 
conſequence in itſelf, and foreign to 
the preſent ſubject; the diſcuſſion of 
which will however determine {which 
is a queſtion of more importance) whe- 
ther they have deſerved it. 

To decide on the merits of their con- 
ih; it is neceſſary that the fate of af- 
fairs ſhould be known; that the intelli- 
gence received from America, the made 
and the degree of the reſiſtance there 

made, the wiſhes of our friends, the e- 
farts of the oppoſers, the conduct of our 
officers, ſhould be ſtated ; e 

| that 


tow} 
that the iaſtructioõns ſent by the miniſtry 
in conſequence of the informations they 
had received, ſhould be examined. Up- 
on theſe grounds this enquiry 1s con- 
ducted ; whenever a fact is aſſerted, the 
authorities for it are quoted or referred 
to; authorities ſo convincing as to leave 
no room for doubt; they conſiſt of et- 
ters, minutes of councils, inſtructions, ad- 
vices, orders, tranſmitted to and from 
America. Tranſcripts of theſe are now 
in the poſſeſſion of ſo many perſons, and 
the power of conſulting them is in the 
reach of ſo many more, that the reader. 
will not ſuſpect any falſe quotation is 
attempted in circumſtances which ren- 
der the detection of it fo very eaſy. 
Some of theſe are inſerted in the appen- 
dix; from others extracts anly are made, 
with references in the notes to the let- 
ters themſelves, and credit is taken from 
the exactneſs of them upon the ſame 
ground; as well as for thoſe in which 
the names of the writers are omitted; 
the only reaſon of this omiſſion is to avoid 
the of informing the Amer:- 


cans 


e 4s 
cans (who, it is feared, do not want this 
information) by what channels the in- 
telligence of their proceedings was con- 
veyed to us; for, to the diſgrace of 
Great Britain, her friends and advo- 
cates in one of her provinces, are not (it 
ſeems) to be protected or avowed. And 
ſurely it is time that the public ſhould 
receive the evidence which has hitherta 
been induſtriouſly concealed from them, 
whilſt falſe, though poſitive aſſertions, 
and unmeaning declamation have been 
ſubſtituted in its place: it is time, that 
having heard with eagerneſs and even 
with partiality the claims of America, 
they ſhould hear with patience, at leaſt 
whilſt I plead, the cauſe of Great Bri- 
tain ; that they ſhould read with im- 
partiality, whilſt I ſtate very ſhortly, 
(not the merits, for they are beſide the 
preſent queſtion, but) the principles 
and progreſs of the ſtamp act: an act to 
which no private intereſts, no party 
views, nothing but public motives 
could give riſe; and the intentions of 
which, however they might be treated 
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in America, deſerve the approbation of 


every inhabitant of Great Britain. 
The firſt and great principle of -all 
government, and of all fociety, is, that 
ſupport is due in return for protection; 
that every ſubject ſhould contribute to 
the common defence, in which his 
own is included. Nam neque quies gen- 


tium fine armis, neque arma fine ſtipendiic, 


neque ſtipendia fine tributis haberi queunt. 
Tacit. Hiſt. lib. 4. It was neceſſary, 
and it was juſt, to recur to this princi- 
ple at the cloſe of the laſt war. It was 
found necęſſary to maintain upwards of 
t0000 men for the defence of our colo- 

nies ; an expence of between 3 arid 400, 

000 I. per ann. great part of which was 

entirely new, was, on that account, to 
be incurred ; it was juſt that the colo- 
nies which had profited ſo much by 
the war, whoſe intereſts, commerce 


and ſecurity had been the firſt objects of 


the peace; and of whoſe ability to bear 


at leaſt ſome proportion of that new 
expence there neither was nor is any 


reaſon to doubt, ſhould contribute (not 


to 


[ 13] 
to ſupport or to defend Great Britain 
but) about a third part of the expence 
e for their own defence and pro- 
_ tection. | 
Upon this general and acknowledged 
principle, and upon this application of 
it, which was juſt in itſelf, and which 
the ſituation of this country made ne- 
ceſſary, and which it might have been 
expected, would appear neither unrea- 
ſonable or unpleaſing to an Engliſh ear, 
the amp act was planned. In the be- 
ginning of the year 1764 the propoſi- 
tion of impoſing, by a duty on ſtamps, 
a tax on America, in conformity to 
uninterrupted precedents for near 100 
years, was made, and thrown into the 
form of .re/olutions. At that time the 
| merits of this queſtion were opened at 
large; thoſe who have lately fo loudly 
aſſerted the privileges and exemptions of 
America were then publicly called upon 
to deny, if they thought it fitting, the 
right of the legiſlature to impoſe any 
tax either internal or external upon that 
country: and not a fingle perſon ven- 
5 tured 


( 14 ] 
tured to controvert that tight. A year's 
delay however was given, that any in- 
formation might be received from Ame- 


rica, with regard to the expediency of the 


particular tax propoſed, not to permit 
the right of impoſing it to be contro- 
verted. This diſtinction was fully 
opened at that time, and afterwards ex- 
plained to the agents of the provinces. 
This delay was however abuſed by 
ſome of the Americans; and when, in 
the beginning of the year 1765, the 
plan was carried into execution by a bill, 
ſeveral petitions from America which 
denied their right of impoſing. taxes on 
the colonies, were preſented to the par- 
lament, and were therefore rejected 
vit bout a diviſion ; no" one perſon having 
been then found, in either houſe, Who 
would declare it to be his opinion that 
America was not, in this inſtance, ſub- 
ject to Great-Britain' % In 1766 the act 
was 


g , „ ., . 1 3 . a a 
And vet it has been aſſerted that this oppoſition 
would have been made, if ſome intelligence relating 

| 9 3 


5 


i. 
was repealed, but even then rh am- 
ratten, determined as they were on 


C2 8 the 


to this matter had not been ſuppreſſed at that time; 
as this was publicly ſaid, the public is to be in- 
formed of the fact, which was this. Eo 
On the 11th of December, ==" the board of 
trade reported to the king, that the aſſemblies of 
Maſſachuſet's bay and New-York had, in their re- 
ſolutions and proceedings (copies of which they tran(-.. 
mitted with the report) treated the acts and reſolutions 
of the legiſlature of Great-Britain with the moſt indecent 
Aiſreſpect. The privy council adviſed the king, to 
give directions that the ſame be laid before parlament, at 
ſuch time and in fuch manner as his Mig 3 be 
Pleaſed to direct and appoint. | 
This poſtponed the laying it before . 
as it was meant to do; but it deprived the parlia- 
ment of no information, for the aſſemblies had in- 
ſtructed their agents here to prepare petitions in the 
ſame words; and particularly Mr. Mauduit, the 
agent for Maſſachuſet's bay, was directed to draw his 
principles and arguments from Mr. Otis's hook of 
The Rights of the Colonies (which had becn re- 
printed here). The colonies were obeyed. Pecti- 
tions were preſented, aſſerting the right of freedom 
from taxes impoſed by Great-Britain, on the very 
grounds of the reſolutions and proceedings whicn 
the board of trade had tranſmitted to the king; theſe 


were rejected by parliament. not from ignorance of 
their 


1261 
the repeal, and though they were to 
carry their point chiefly by the aſſiſt- 
ance of that gentleman's ſpeeches who 
denied the right of England to tax the 
colonies, were however obliged, be- 
fore they ventured to propoſe this mea- 
ſure to parliament, to prepare the way 
by a bill aſſerting the right | in the fulleſt 
and SR" terms. 


80 
their contents, but becauſe their contents were ; 
known ; becauſe they denied the power of Great- : 
Bai. No information was with-held therefore 
by this delay, the caufe of which was tenderneſs to 
the colonies. For had the king called the attention ; 
of parliament to proceedings in which their acts 
were treated with the moſt indecent diſreſpect; their ; 
own dignity muſt. have drawn from them votes of 
cenſure and ſeverity towards the offenders: and 

therefore the miniſtry, who were taking the proper 
methods to form and enforce the act, which would 
have ſufficiently reprefſed the claims of the Ame- 
ricans, and effectually aſſerted the dignity and au- 
thority of Great-Britain, withheld a paper which 

would have given no information but what was 


given in a manner leſs calculated to Icritate mens 
minds. 9 8 


[17] 
| Bo that however the public may 
have been miſled by the authority of 


names quoted on the other ſide of the 


queſtion, it can be doubted of no 
longer; the ſupreme legiſlature has aſ- 
ſerted, in the moſt explicit and ſolemn 
manner, its rigbt to the obedience of 
its American ſubjects; and therefore 


the aſſertions of particular perſons, op- 
poſed to this, not only deſerve that diſ- 


regard which they will meet, who pro- 


pagate opinions contrary to the common 


declared ſenſe, and detrimental to the 


intereſts of their country, but become 


alſo highly criminal ; for it is now as. 


criminal to aflert the exemption of Ame- 


rica from taxes impoſed by parhament, as 
it is to aſſert, that parliament had no 


right to repeal the r | 


* 


The right of Great-Britain being 
eſtabliſhed and univerſally acknowledged 


(except by about fix or ſeven voices) it 
is certain, that whatever the private 
opinions of particular men might be, it 

£ Was 


** 


[£28 
was the duty of every ſubject to have 
ſubmitted to this law while it ſubſiſted; 
and the duty of thoſe to whom the ex- 
ecution of it Was committed, to have 
enforced it. 


The next ſtep FER TEE is to enquire | 
A the adminiftration took the 
meaſures proper and neceſſary to pro- 
cure due -obedience to a law in which 
the' intereſts and dignity of Great-Bri- 
tain were ſo deeply concerned; or 
whether they are guilty of having, by 
neglect and connivance, encouraged a 
reſiſtance to her authority, and ſhaked 
the very foundations of- her 2134 69g 


To judge of ye it is .neceflary to ex- 
amine the inſtructions and orders iflued 
by the {--->-y of ſt--e for the ſouthern 
department, to whom this important 
branch of our dominions is ah 
entruſted. 


The letters of Mr. ſ y C----y 


are of three dates; ; they are reprinted 
here, 


A 

here, having been already printed in 
America. The firſt of them is a fingle 
letter to governor Fauquier, dated Sep- 
tember 14, 1765. On the 24th of 
October, 1765, the ſ-------y wrote 
to major general Gage, to governor 
Bernard, and a circular letter to the 
governors of the colonies ©; and on the 
15th of December, 1765, he ſent let- 
ters to major general Gage, and to 
lieutenant governor Colden :. Of this 
laſt an extract only is given, the reſt 18 
omitted, as it contains a cenſure on a 
particular perſon. | | 


The reader will juſtly be ſurpriſed, 
that on a ſubje&t ſo important, at a 
time ſo critical, no more directions 
were iſſued; he will be more ſo, to 
find that the letter to governor Bernard, 
of the firſt date, and that of the laſt, to 
general Gage, refer to thoſe of the 24th 

| +. 116,308 


» gce Appendix, No. 1. See Appendix, No. 2. 
See Appendix, No. 3. See Appendix, No. 4 
dee Appendix, No. 5. * See Appendix, No. 6. 


, der te to governor Colden i is on a nec 
.eular ſubject only) that the letter of the 
©24th of October, 1765, though addreſ- 
. ſed to ſo many different governors, pre- 
fading over people ſo different in their 
Vorm f government, character and con- 
duct, is the ſame to each; and indeed 
-« mere fac fimile of that ſent to the 
commander in chief of the Engliſh forces; 
that in fact only one inſtruction was iſſued 
during that period, and that from all 
his eſſeys on obedience, it would be diffi- 
cult to extract any thing which could 
give real directions or aſſiſtance to the 
governors, ' whoſe conduct was to deter- 
mine, whether the empire of North 
America ſhould be retained in obe- 
dience, or thrown into an indepen- 
dance fatal to themſelves and ben | 
0 Great Britain. E 


o * ? 


Fe or the ſake of perſpicuity and of 
3 the method obſerved is this, 
before each letter i is conſidered, the in- 

| . formation 


211 

formatiom which” the writer of it had 
then received is ſtated ; for it is only 
by thus placing ourſelves in his ſitua- 
tion, that we can form an impartial 
judgment on the propriety of his con- 
duct. After conſidering each of theſe 
_ diſpatches, there is throwen together the 
intelligence received ſubſequent to any 
orders given by mne ha e to 

. ws of the age m | 


E © bs + 


It is ne to . byth a deſerip. 
tion of the ſtate of this matter, -when 
the ſ- ls of the ſouthern department 
were you into 50 r 15 * eee 

Mis fiber as hs 4 ah had: Wb 
ths royal 'afſent, which was on the 22d. 
of March, 1765, the adminiſtration 
which had planned it began to take ſuch 
meaſures as might moſt effectually carry 
it into execution: and though ſuch. 
complaints of the future burden had 
been received from America, as are ever 
made by thoſe who have been long in- 
dulgently exempted from bearing any ; 7 

Oo. and 


( #8 ? 
nd though ſome of that coungry has: 
proceeded even to deny the right of 
Greal- Britain to impoſe them; yet the 
act was not yet paſſed; and to impoſe 
and to ſecure the collection of the tax 
would be ſo effectual a vindication of 
that right, that in lenity to the colo- 
nies any ſeverer animadverſion on their 
conduct was e . 
27 his aft had given a juriſdiction for 
the recovery of the penalties, incurred 
by the breach of it, to the ſame courts 
of admiralty which for near a century. 
had poſſeſſed that juriſdiction! with re- 
gard to the laws of revenue and trade. 
Fhis clauſe it had in common with thoſe 
laws which had formerly paſſed reſpect-- 
ing ſubjects of the like nature; but 
(and that was peculiar to this act) it 
provided a remedy for the inconveniences 
and hot pc o args 1 courts 1. ap 
be able, es 
Wulle our coldinich 1210 few in num- 
ber, and ſmall in extent, the court of 
Amitalty 


ö 0 23 . 
adinizatty could nevef be far diſtant 
from, nor its officers unknown to the 
clients in that court: but upon the 

encreaſe of them to their preſent greats 
neſs of territory and people, it had been 
a grievance complained of by the per- 
ſons the moſt loyally diſpoſed to the 
government of England, that the diſ- 
tance of many of the provinces from the 
ſeat of this court, with the difficulty 
of obtaining the aſſiſtance of lawyers;- 
muſt often operate ſo as to bar the 
juſteſt claim; and deprive the ſubjects 
of their property, by diſabling them 
from proſecuting their right to it. Ano- 
ther material objection aroſe from the 
conſtitution of this court; in which the 
judge was paid by a poundage of the 
money ariſing from ſuch ſeizures as 
were condemned: this, as it made It: - 
his intereſt rather to oondemn than to 
acquit, if it did not influence the de- 
ciſions of the judge, took from them 
however that air of impartiality which 
ean alone ſecure to them reſpect. 


D 2 To 


141 
* obviate the poſſibility of that 
aud. and oppreſſion to which theſe 
circumſtances might give riſe, a clauſe 
had been inſerted in the ſtamp act, 
giving a power of forming ſuch a num- 
ber of courts of vice-admiralty, as might 
place the deciſion of his property more 
within the reach of every ſubject in 
America; and in execution of this de- 
ſign, thoſe who were then commiſſion- 
ers of the treaſury, formed and ſubmit- 
ted:to the privy council a plan for ap- 
pointing three courts of vice admiralty, 
with proper diſtricts, and with ample 
and: honourable fixed ſalaries to the 
Judges, in lieu of all fees; that fo ſitu- 
ated, and ſo ſupported, applications 
to them might be leſs expenſive and in- 
convenient, and their deciſions leſs fuſ-- 
peed”. 5 1575 n 
£6} he 


* Even this BS AVER which. redrefſed. a "WAY - 
..grievanre, which had been ſeverely felt and juſtly 
complained of, was rendered ineffectual in ſpite of 
att repreſentations, becauſe it h ad the ill fortune to 
ſtand * * 2  flamp' 44. And the Americans, | 
| therefore f 
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The treaſury, after conſulting the 
board of trade and the agents of ſeveral 
of the colonies, next applied themſelves 
to the dividing the country, in which 
che act was to operate, into ſuch diſ- 
tricts as might be moſt convenient for 
the receipt of the revenue, and leaſt 
troubleſome to thoſe from whom i It was 
to be collected. 


After receiving and conſidering the 
plans of the ſtamp office, who were 
neceſſarily to be employed in it, for 
carrying the law into execution, they 
formed ſuch inſtructions as might be 
adequate to the occaſions of the officers 
to whom the execution of it was to be 
entruſted. | 


; The ha of theſe officers was of 
great importance; they did not there- 
fore Heres to this baff. or in the 


— 


therefore, will owe the grievances which. Hey ſuffer 71 
from the preſent ſituation and conſtitution}, of the 
court of admiralty, to the adminiſtration which re- 

pealed the ſtamp act. 


Com- 1 


[ 26 } | 
ebmmon track of official reeotnrhenda- 
tion : they waited till they received 
from the moſt reſpected men in each 
colony, applications in favour of perſons 
of the beſt credit in it; and they com- 
plied with theſe, both as it gave the 
beſt fecurity for the diſcharge of the 
truſt to be committed to the officers, 
and as it might much facilitate the oo 
lection of the duty. 


| Whoever reads BY liſt of 4iftributors 
appointed on this occaſion, will ſes 
that ths general intention was to be- 
ftow that office on colaniſs: this would 
prevent the diſſatisfaction which muſt 
aways and in every country ariſe, at 
ſeeing offices of profit in the collection 
of a duty impoſed on them, thrown 
into any other hands than their own; 
arid would engage the principal men in 
_ each colony to ſupport the perſon 
whom they had themſelves recommend- 
ed, to aſſiſt the execution of the law, 
and by. conciliate to it the minds of 
their c countrymen, The influence of this 
: W | mea- 


[ 27 ] | 
meaſure would be the more extenſive, 
as the appointment of the inferior diſ- 
tributors was neceſſarily reſted in the 
principal diſtributor ſor every province; 
the perſons appointed by him would, 
it is probable, be his friends, neighbours. 
or dependants, coloniſts alio; and the 
ſame motives would engage therefore 
throughout the country a. number of. 
coloniſts i in the fame cauſe. 0 


In fact it appears, that this defign 
was generally executed, except in the 
new colonies, in which deſcription Nox 
va-Scotia and Georgia are iucluded ; in 
theſe it was ſcarcely poſſible that any 
natives ſhould be found capable of exe+ 
_ cuting the office: but even in theſe the 
principal was ſo ſtrictly adhered to, that 
in Nova-Scotia a gentleman was ſaid ta 
be therefore appointed becauſe he was 
one of the firit ſetrlers in that auv. 


The board of treaſury Was not Jeſs T 
attentive to the other qualification of 
their officer, that he ſhould be not ans | 


I £232 F 


E 
1 a coloniſt, but recommended by per- 
ſons beſt acquainted with, and moſt 
concerned and reſpected in the ſeveral 
provinces: few were appointed who 
«Were, not either of the council or the 
aſſembly. The reader, perhaps, does 
not expect to be informed that colonel 
Mercer was recommended by Mr. Mon- 
tague, the: agent. for Virginia, in the 
name of the «governor, council, and aſ- 
ſembly of thgt province; which Mr. 
Mercer himſelf inſiſted on, as his apo- | 
logy to the people of Ji irginia. Dr. 
Franklyn, Agent. for Penſylvania, ap- 
. plied for, and ſucceeded in hehalf of 
Ar. Hughes. Mr. Coxe, diſtributor for 
New Ferſey, owed the office to the ſol- 
licitation of the ſame gentleman, A whoſe 
Jon was then governor of che province; 
and beſides the application of My. An- 
tbony Bacon, in favour of Mr. Mac Evers, 
for diſtributor of New-York, I nave-ſeen 
the copy of a letter from Mr. MacEvers 
to Mr. alderman Barlow Trecothic, in 
which, to uſe his o-] n . exprefſion, | he 
. repeats Bi- _ wien to that al- 
derman, 


= 
detman » for having him nominated 4 22 
wad of the famps. | 


In the purſuit of OPS plans, REY: 
1 tlie officers could be ſent with 
thoſe inſtructions which were preparing 
for them,- the adminiſtration was'ſtop= 
ped by; that change of government, of 
which, as the; author of it is dead, I 
ſhall only ſay, that by placing Mr. 
5 07 in the office of ſ-------y of 

ſt· e, for the ſouthern department, it 
entruſted the execution ot a law, of the 
greateſt importance in its conſequences, 
to one of the very few perſons who had 


oppoſed the paſſing it. The conſe= 
quence has been ſuch as might have ; 
deen expected, was foreſcen by think= 
ing men, and, as will appear from the 
_courſe. of the evidence, deſigned by the 


new  minjfters. 


5 7 | | 
Previous to the change of 1m min ry, not 
only the government had received ho 
intelligence which might give them 


. to peer refince in America; 5 
E but 


2 * 


3 
even the perſons who were afterwards 
the moſt forward in magnifying this 
reſiſtance, and applying the arguments 
drawn from it to their own purpoſes, 
had then no expectation of it. It is not 


poſſible to ſuppoſe that Mr. Trecothich, 


Mr. Bacon, Dr. Franklyn, who ſolicited, 
_ colonel Mercer, and Mr. Meſerve, who 


accepted this office, would either have 


ſolicited or accepted it, if they had 
thought they ſhould have been expoſed 


to that violence, which the neglect of 


ſome, and the evil intentions of others, 


afterwards produced. Another and ſtill 
ſtronger proof ariſes from the teſtimonies 
of thoſe who were the beſt informed of 


the progreſs, and moſt intereſted, in the 


ſucceſs, of this act in America. It is 
the opinion of almoſt every officer there, 


that it would be obeyed ; an opinion 


given at a period of time ſubſequent to 
this, and even aſter an avowed reſiſt- 


ance to it had been raiſed, neglected and 
encouraged. It would be endleſs to 
quote all theſe opinions, ſome of. them 
may be neceſſary, a few will be ſufficient.· 


* "In 
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26 a letter from New-York! it is ſaid; 
The people now begin to cool a little, and 


ſeme of the moſt conſiderable of them to 


think how they ſhall do their bufineſs after 
the firſt of November, and cannot conceive 
of any. method of doing it without making 


_ uſe of flamped paper; never was an att 


better made to execute itſelf than this is. 


Another writer from New England 
(after a very exact deſcription of the 
pains taken to prevent the execution of 


the law) ſays, I cannot help thinking that 


When a clear repreſentation of the miſe- 
ries which await the provnice, if the 


amp act is not executed at its day, ſhall. 


be made to them, they cannot but be 
dices and their popularity too, if necefjary, 


to ſave their country from iniacdiate ruin. 


In the colony in which the inſults on 
government had been moſt violent, a 
e "pen, 


1 See letter 18 the dont n of Ramps, Ay 


| September 30, 1765. 


See letter to the lords of wade, Jars 4 Seton 


72 1765. | 
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perſbn well acquainted with theſe ont- 
rages ſollicits the appointment of dife' 
tributor of ſtamps for the province, of 
which the mob had forced a reſignation 
from another hand ; That (cheſe are 
his words) I may lite wiſe enjoy the ads 
| v8; dLanlage of that office when it is quietly 
1 ſubumitted to, as no doubt it will be in a 
BD . months. ; * | 


A letter . Firginis bias this paſ- 
fage * „ Jam not altogether without hopes 
that the diſtreſs they will feel, on a total 
. Pagnation of bufineſs, will open their eyes, 
and oo the way for the aft executing 

| Al i; fe 3 Jor I am credibly amformed, that 
"  fome of the moſt buſy men, in oppoſing the 

reception of the fiamps, are alrcauy | 

alarmed at the conſequences of the _ 
Gent Jobs ak bave talen. > _ 


| Even 


* 


1 See — of ſtamps, & _ 
New-York Ober 26 176 5. y 
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* 3 "Hobie to the lords of trade, ae Novem: | 
her 8, 1705. 1 
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Even ſo late as December, 1765, ano» 
ther * letter from New-York has theſe 
words ; Since that time nothing has been 
done, and we have waited to ſee the law 
execute itſelf, which I am perſuaged it 
muſt do ſhortly ; for the fu ſper/ion of it 


has occaſioned ſo many inconveniences here; 


in every branch of buſineſs, that they da 
already begin to be ſeverely felt. 


=. 29%. circumſtances, ſays. the fe per- 
* *, induce me to think that the face of 
| afoirs will change very eon, and I bape 
in my next letter to give a more Javourd- 
. Wle account . our proceedin . 
| | And, to cloſe this point with a l. 
dence of the ſtrongeſt k kind, * the-countil 
and houſe of repreſen. tatives of Maffachu- 
ffs bay ſpeak thus of the at? of * 
former ſeflions, granting certaitk& 
254 in 


7 * Seeg letter from News Lor co dbe lords, of the 

treaſury, dated December. 120 $0 r 
See oper x to Mr. 8 dated Decendin 215 
1765. : ; $220, 


- 


p See addreſs, Sd November 3 1764. 5 1 
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in the Britiſn colonies and plantations 
in America: 'To which aft be humbly 
apprehend we may propoſe our objections,” 

atithe ſame time ive acknowledge our a 
70 iel obedtence' to it Wide © it cavern 


hs Hi OHA 


22 g : $H 


"This was * Harb of affaits alles | 
that miniſiny was removed ; the inten- 
tion of removing them was declared in 
the middle of May, 1765. The next 


adminiſtration came into office in the be- 
ginning of July; Mr. C—/y's letter, 


which gives notice of his appointment 
to the ſouthern department, is dated 


thy: bi 2th of that month. 


They had Go. to EP Hine the 
intelligence of, and ſeveral letters re- 


ceived at the ſecretary of flate's. office, 


that the objections to the amp act were 
of three kinds; the fir/tAroſe from the 
opinion.* that the powers given by that 


act, to the court of vice-admiralty con- 


ſtituted N 


a 


7 hs petition of council 4 houſe of repreſs 5 
tives of Maſſachuſet's bay | 


2 2 
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ſtituted over all America, would be 
grievous to the ſubje& from the great 
diſtance of that court, and would diſ- 
tinguiſh the ſubjects in the colonies from 
| thoſe in Great-Britain bydepriving them 
of a trial by jury; the ſecond from the 

fear that it would exhauſt the provinces 
of their ſpecie; and the third from their 
claim to the privilege of judging of 
their own ability, and of having the 
ſole right of impoſing taxes on them 
ſelves. To obviate the two firſt of theſe 
objections, nothing was required of 
them but to execute She proviſoes of the 
act, and thoſe other meaſures which 
the former iniſtry had already begun. 
With regard to the firſt, they had only 
to: remind them that a juriſdiction had 
been aſſigned to the judges of the court 
of admiralty, upon the laws of revenue 
and of trade, without juries, for near a 
century paſt. The reaſon for putting 
theſe cauſes in a courſe of trial ' without 

1. See letter t to ſecretary of Rate, dated Nor ember 
10, 1764. ls bee / oi 
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pretenfion that juries, in theſe caſes; Went 
not to be truſted: tbe force of this veg M 
May be abated, but I cannot think that it 


i+'2obolly deſtroyed: no candid man will, 


T dekieve, take upon bim to declare, - that 
af this time an American jury is impar- 


tial and indifferent enough to determine 
upon frauds in trade. Theſe are the 
words of a very well informed and can- 


did judge. They might have informed | 


them, that it is ſo far from being true, 
that the ſubjects in N orth-Am erica, by 
being deprived in theſe caſes of trials b 
jury, are in that reſpect diſtinguiſhed 
from their fellow ſabjeRs in Gteat-Brjs 
tain,; that in this very inſtance. of the 
ſtamp, duties, the penalties are, by the 
laws now in fotce for collecting them 


in Great-Betains rewe le dle with- 
out trig] by. Jury, as well. as 4 * ea: i 
laws of exciſe, and many. othe "PE By 
ing the public venue in Sage lEitsin⸗ 


With regard to- the ſeat and the ſap- 


1 re the former. {args g 


1 * 93 ä 34 * - the: 
4 


any jury, untubredly ary/e from an . 
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the treaſury had made @ repreſentation to 
| bis Majeſty in council (founded on 'a 
clauſe inſerted in the ſtamp act for this 
very purpoſe) ſtating * the expedieney 
of giving the judges in America ſuffi- 
cient and honourable ſalaries in lieu of 
all poundage and fees, and of eſtabliſh= 
ing three different courts of vice- admi- 
ralty, with proper diſtricts annexed to 
each. Had the ſucceeding miniſters 
condeſcended to execute, on this plan, 
the laws of their country, a plan which 
had been fully opened and approved in 
Parliament at the time when the ſtamp 
act was propoſed, all the diſſatisfaction 
and clamour which aroſe from miſre- 

et tien '6 on | theſe e had been 
remedied.” | Gu ; 
It would have calmed the fears bich 
vere expreſſed, that the colonies would 
be drained of their ſpecie, if the miniſ- 
try had iſſued to che feveral oflicers the 
SET OS direc- 


See memorial from the commiſſioners of the . 
ſury to the privy council, dated July 4, 1765. 
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directions which the late commiſſioners 
of the treaſury hadigiven on this ſubject, 
viz. What, in order to obviatethe incon- 
venttnce of bringing into this kingdaurthe 
monchito be raiſed by tbe ſtamp duties, alt 
the. produce f "the American duties, ar- 
ang ur to arife by vertue ꝙ any Britiſh att. 
of parliament, ſhould from: time to time be 
haid to the deputy pay maſter in Amtrica; 
to dęfray the. Jubfiſtence of: the. traops; und 
any military expences incurred in the 1 
ö 2:11 io. 4402 6, O Hut] to as 
2607. Ring 0 Jol 3d to ae 
he laſt objection, h aroſe from 
the claim of, the: colonies to an cem · 
tian from. taxes impoſediby parliament; 
was go be;treated in a different manner 
2. the, two, former were to be qhxiated 
byiexplanations, this, now the act im- 
paling a tax 2s paſled, Wag t be fe- 
Preſled by authority. They Gy:that a 
part of the Americans was impatient of 
those rei een which it is cheantereſt 
9 e whole empire to impaſe with. re- 
8 gard 


4 


485 treaſury minute, Gateg 1 th 97 47 765. = . 
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gad to their commerbe; the late regu- 
lations! ef{their: trade: had been peti- 
tionad againſt as grievons and oppreſſive; 
becauſe they rontradicted their illicit 
views; and from theigeneral tcmper of 
that country it appeared, that it was 
neceſſary to hold the rein with a tem- 
Perate but firm hand. But beſides thi Sz 
the fulleſt accounts: were: ſoon received 
of the turbulent and ſeditious behaviour 
of. a part of. Americu. So early as the 
27th of July, 1765, a copy of the reſo- 
lutions of the colony of Virginia was 
tranſinitted:/to! the! miniſtry,” in which 
the right of the patliament of (Greats 
Brain to tax that colony is abſolutely 
denied e theſe reſolutions are printed 
the: appendix”, „„ The. Govertior had 
thought it heceffary to diſſolbe At ater? 
bly capable of fuck an Infult o the 
legiſlatüte off Great-Britkin!? at! tlie 
Unie chi Pacquet- aride no” bord d 
cradle eeiſted, and che prifitevvers there. 
„ ſectètaty 

* F 2 Of 
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of ſtate. As ſoon as a new board of. 
trade was formed they ht ce. ee to 
the King in council that, Theſe reſ9- 
tutions, as they contain an abjolute di Ja- 


vowal of the right of the parliament of 


Great-Britain to impoſe taxes upon ber 
colonies, and a daring attack upon the 
conſtitution of this country, appear to us 
fo require an immediate and ſerious atten- 
tion; and whatever further meaſures 
your Majeſty may, with the advice of your 
council, judge proper to be taken either jor 


expreſſing your rayal diſapprobatian of 


theſe proceedings, or for preventing. tbe 
Fatal conjequences which they: naturally 
tend to produce, we think it our duty to 


Submit to your Majeſty's confederation, We- 


tber, in the mean time, 4 may not be 


expedient to diſpatch immediate inſtruftions 


to your Majeſty's fervants in your Ma jefty's 


colony of Virginia, who may be concerned 
in enforci mng tbe execution of 1 the law for 
leuvying the duty upon ſtamps, that they 


do each in their * eral” department, 8 


up- 


w See the Repreſentation of the board of trade, 
dated Auguſt 27. 1705: 5 
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| ſupport of the authority of parliament, 
vigorouſiy exert themſelves, and, with 
becoming reſolution upon every occaſion, 
exact a due obedience to all the laws of the 


But even this was not the only incite- 
ment to vigour which was given to ad- 
miniſtration; a much ſtronger was to 
be drawn from the intelligence they 
received of the ſtate of that province; 
they ſaw from it that theſe reſolutions 
which aſſert an independence upon 
England, were meant to be not merely 
verbal aſſertions,” but pfindiples of ac- 
tion; they were accompanied bye a moſt 
alarming deſcription which was given 
of, the ſituation of the colony, by one le 
of the perſons beſt acquainted with i It: 2 
*. Be moſt ſolemn treaties (he writes) with 

our Indian neighbours | have been moſt pub- 

eh bioloted. i The violators of the trea- 
9 and public peace taye been as publicly 


1 reſcued 
x See letter to the f M of {—e, dated . June 
14, 1765, received * 8, 1765. 8 . 
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vernment is ſet at open defianct;' nuit haws 


me ſtrength in her hands ro enfbree obes 
dence tothe laws of the community. But 


even this deſcription, alarmivig as it 


Was, joined to the certain evil eenſe- 


quence and great danger of del ay, could 


not awaken” the adminiſtration 'td:the 


diſcharge of their duty. be lettef 
which was written on this bceafion?; 


inſtead of endeavouring to repreſs by 269 
thority this open defection Tn A Pro vitis 
cial aſſembly; inſtead of encoufag the 
afficersto theperformance'of their 


inſtead of reprefentitig the" putiſhint 10 
due to diſobedience, takes thät B 5 guild 


tone which muſt appear the effe 0 
inability to maintain the empire of 
Grkat · Britain, or of dy mc rm 
I > 11012971:Jtto2n00 bas worn 
or intgai jo ynoloo 207 yd bovrovg 
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to the papers immediately before him; 
calls rte reſotationy' ch vpn f I 
r teri} i bor iimmos agg Ane 


Nene N los 12 9405 745 b: * 
; 7 7 See Appendin No. I's 


15 
& 
=» 
= 


D e 
IVES 2 8 edge BI 


I * 
vidurnce of ſome individuals, and treats 
the coloniſts as diſpoſed to pay a wiſe 
and virtuous obedience; in that very 
important and critical hour, when the 
eyes of all America muſt be turned on 
the reception which ſach re/o/utions as 
thoſe of Virginia ſhould meet with in 
| England, and on the conduct which 4 
new minitry would hold towards the 
cColonies, to take from thence inſtruc- 
tions, for their future behaviour; When. 
they were to be reſtrained within the 
— bounds of a dutiful ſubmiſſion, or. ex- 
cited ta reſolutions of equal violence by 
5 fate of theſe, he takes no ſtep to 
check their licence, or —__ _ . 
obedience. n id 
160 imme \i 
- Tniatligance had back rede chat 
new and unconſtitutional principles were 
avowed by the colony of Virginia; the 
prineiples of independence an England, 
 andcexempiion from >taxes impuſed bythe 
Britiſh parliament ;- that many outrages 
bad been committed in that colony; 
and upon the whole, thee government. 


TY 2 ? 
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r” 1 - 
44s fer at open defiance.” Upon this in⸗ 
talligenee it was his duty to have given 
immediate ſu pport to government, to 
have aſſerted the rights of England, and 
to have maintained them by holding 
out rewards to the obedient, puniſh+ 
ment to the ſeditious; by giving acti- 
vity to the civil, and, if neceſſary, ta 
the military power; eſpecially and di- 
realy. to have ſent the moſt poſitive in- 
rucions. to the officers o ex a due 
ahaghence as nA 3 


— MEE. 


z It would e e weed not 
the facts before the public, that, after 
waiting from the 27th of July to the 
14th of Septeniber, before he returned 
any reply, the reply gives the officer 
to wWhom it was written neither inſtru- 
tion nor encouragement; that it does: 
not even contain a direction to aſſert the. 
authority of government, which had 
been defied, or to exact a ſubmiſſion to 
the laws and legiſlature, which ee 
renounced; 4 reſpec te parliament, a 


ee reliance 9 the cohomies on the” 


mather- 


„ 451 
mother country, theſe are the ſtrongeſt 

expreſſions in which the ſ—y of 
 Great-Britain claims the abedience of 
her ſubjects: and, leſt even theſe ſhould 
ſeem to countenance any exertion. of 
authority, he takes care to diſclaim 
giving any direction i in them; ge Twill 
not pretend to give any advice or inſtruc 
tions on theſe ſubjects 31 but refers the 
governor to an inſtruction to be here- 
after received from the priuvy council. 
The queſtion was, whether the colonies 
are independent of the acts of the legi- 

Mature of Great-Britain? A queſtion 
which, after ſo many acts of parlia- 
ment immediately reſpecting and bind- 

ing the colonies, no ſubject of Great - 

Britain could lawfully bring into debate, 
except in one of the houſes of parlia - 
ment; and concerning which they, 
ſhould leaſt of all have appeared to 
doubt, to whom the execution of the 
"laws had been entruſted by be King. 
and ho were reſponſible to the panlia- 

ment and the kingdom for, the ſuppart of. 


eir authority. The making this a 
om. - G queſtion, 


[46] 

queſtion, and referring te a privy couns 
cil fora future deciſion of that on which 
the legiſlature had decided already fo 

frequently and ſo expreſsly, tended 
therefore only to inform the officer that 
he could not depend either on direction 
or ſupport from England; and that it 
was ſtill a doubt if the government of 
this kingdom would aſſert her rights. 
Another proof that procraſtination alone 
was intended, ariſes from hence; the 
Virginia reſolutions were received July 
27, 1765; this important matter, which 
the board of trade had repreſented as 
requiring immediate and ſerious attention, 
and the diſpatch of immediate mnftructions ; 
and which muſt have appeared to the 
' miniſtry to require them, as ſoon as 
they were acquainted with it ; inſtead 
of being immediately attended to, was 
| referred to the privy council ; but it was 
= even referred to them till September | 
6, 1765, and no report was made up- 
on it till October 3. The report when 
made is, That this matter was not with- 
in the deciſion of. the privy council to 
s 061 whom 


tas ) 
5 whom it had been referred; A report 
made by the very miniſters wha d. referred 
it to that board; 5 
his office, the 65 _ . _ lead. 
The words of it are theſe *; This 7s 4 
matter of the utmoſt importance 70 tbe 
kingdom and legiſlature of Great- Britain; 
and. of too high a nature for the determi- 
nation of your Majeſty in your privy coun 
cil, and is proper only for the conſidera- 
tion of parhament. It was for the fake. 
of this deciſion that the i deferred 
ſo long a matter of ſo much confſe- 

_ quence; a deciſion which he muſt have 
known, at the time he wrote his letter. 
to the governor of Virginia; a fuller, 
proof cannot be imagined 3 A: timid, 
and fatal delay was all that was intend- 
ed; and that at the very time when bs 
aſſured the officer that he would receive 
the fulleſt. inſtructions from the wiſdem 
of the privy council, he kney-- .that 
board. would have too much wiſdom to 
iſſue ANF, upon a matter of too high a 

TEE G AE L nature 


* 2 See report Hr ne of privy council, dated 
October 3, 1765. 
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nature for cheir determination; 0 TI fitb: 
 kemuſt have known that decifion: whens 
he wrote the letter; and I ſaid this, notꝰ 


only becauſe he probably knew what: 


that report would be which he was to 
direct j but chiefly becauſe it would be 
indeed extraordinary if the y of 
e could be entirely ignorant of the- 
powers of his own office, and of the 
privy council. It is not neceſſary to be 
of chat council to know that the execu- 
tion of the laws is by the conſtitution 
reſted in the King, and delegated by 
him to the officers in each department; 
that the privy council cannot deliberate 
ußbn e laws,” though they can aſſiſt 
the execution of them; and therefore 
that it was impoſſible for the privy 
council to make any other report than 
that which they did make. But it was 
in the power of the ſ-——y of e t 
enforee the execution of the laws, it 
was his duty he was called: upon to 
porfurm thus duty by the inpartance of 
the objet; and the expreſs repreferita- 
tiona of the n. trade a andbthe | 
2 referring 


_ a; 
refoivihg it therefore to the prĩvy counter. 
cil could only be meant to weaken by 
delay. a fight, which he would e 
port, and _— not. Ann. od vine. 


ks ; 


5 5 
At is lan to vii — to | athributs 
his reference and letter to this motives 
to grant that he wrote it in direct contra- 
diction to his own knowledge; and that 
he intended the gover nor, to whom it is 
writ, ſhould expect as little inſtruction 
from the deciſion of the privy council, 
_ womler knew it would, contalgs, 57 


11990 222570 503 Us m4 
«x 9 ee iwpodidle for-him to 
intend or with that the governor ſhould | 
underſtand the words of the letter ac 
eording to their plain and obvious ſenſe, 
becauſe it was impoſſible for him to 
with: that the governor ſhould think him 
eapable of avowing principles ſo full of 
treaſon and of danger: for if this letter 
indeed meant what it expreſſea, if it 
wasdeGgged to turn the eyes of the 
officers pf: the crown from the know! 

and permatent authority of parliament, 


gare t 


f 50 } 

to an inferior board; to teach to. 
look for directions for their conduct not 
to the laws of their country, but to the 
inſtructions of a privy council; he muſt 
be told that this principle, which attri- 
hutes to the king in council the power ; 
of diſpen/ing with the laws of the land, | 
is the big het treaſon againſt the ſtate z, | 
that it coſt king James the ſecond his 
crown, and might coſt him his head. 


A 


15 


The next advices rob ee were 
ſuch as might have been expected to 
ariſe from the negligence of the admi- 
niſtration in Great-Britain. A. letter 

| addreſſed immediately to the ſecretary. 

| of Mate informed him, that the, capital 
| of the province from whence it Was 
written had ſhaken off all ſubjection to 
the, laws both of trade and palige, * TWo. 


- — 


r 


5 it, I thought = this a ee, — 
Ae a 40 to the hamp acl Wifwpur: actual 
3) 16 ae) dr Te eſpaliton, 


2 ad 


See letter to che ſecretary of Nate, dated 8 ug 
15, 16, Feccived Odtoder 145 1765. 
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eppoition.. Murmurs indeed were conti- 
aually heard, but they ſeemed to be ſuch as 
in time would die away; BUT THE pu- 
EISHING THE VIRGINIA RESOLU- 
TIONS PROVED AN ALARUM BELL TO 
THE DISAFFECTED. From that time 
an infamous weekly paper, which is printed 
here, bas ſfwarmed with libels of the moſt 
atrocious hind: theſe have been urged 
with ſo much vehemence, and Jo induſ- 
triouſly repeated, that I have conſidered 
them as preludes to action; but I did not 
think that it would have commenced fo 
early, or been carried to ſuch lengths as 
it has been. Then follows an account 
of the particulars of the riot, and of the 
inſults which were offered to the offi- 
cers of the revenue, merely becauſe 
they were officers: but theſe particu- 
lars, as they are not immediately eſ- 
ſential to the preſent ſubject, and are 
in the higheſt degree diſgraceful to 
Great-Britain, are here omitted; but 
may be found in the letters to the 
f——y of —e, dated Auguſt 15, 16, 
176g, 1 received the. 14th. of Kan 
it 


ia) 
it is. however neceſſary that a. 
tho ule f ſee the, ; eneral ituatic 
NA 5 2506 n 
Province, as eſcribed in the far arm 
ter. Ev very. ane agrees that 725 8 
e all _ others known here, 72 bel - 
25 vebemence of a ation and pp (chievay 2 7 
of 7 intention; fn and never had | any . mob fo 
many abettors of conſequence as Yhis 22 p- 
bees, to have had. It ts ſaid, there auere 
gentlemen actors in this fene, di 425. 


ied with trowſers and Jackets. on, ber 


2 
- 


$6 


curtain. 23 common tell i, Sp . What the 
amp. aff Hall not : br extcuted her 2 = 
that the ; man ho offers 6 4 a amp, e 4 
7 
fell ill. immedi zately. be "Billed ; bal a 
tbe power of 0 r Ps all not 
obhige them to ſubmit to the” amp aer; | 


that They will die upon the place.—<Iv 


L 


TRUTH IT WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE. To 
ATTEMPT 1 10 "CARRY THE" ACT INTO 
EXECUTION” UNTIL FRESH ORDERS 
AND POWERS ARE COME FROM ExG- 
Land. The fame perfor, in à tub 
quent 2 — 1 mention all 3; at 


— LE 
3 „ 3 X HS Fad —— 


| "Fart" 
» See leer to ſecretary "of Raid; ds“. ARGUS 
225 received October 13, 1765. 
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ar 3tulars, that your lordſhis may zuck 
yourſelf from real circumſtances ; but it is 
i opinion, that the worſt that can p 
pen ſhould be expected, and p rovided 
againfl.—T prefume that after this, the 
authority of an American government will 
dever 2 12 ft to the __— of the people. ha 


"op his violence of proceeding, and the 
reſolutions of the repreſontatices of the 
province of Mafachujet's bay, Which 
were fimilar to thoſe of Virginia, were 
referred to the privy council, by the Board 
of Trade, on the 1ſt and, 1 11th of Octo 
ber, 1765. That boa: d, at the ſame 
time, . repreſented them to be of ding. 
raus tendency, eſpecially a as conneHted t with 
the ſp irit which had appeared throughout 
the IT, bon duct of this affembly. and 
, mn truth, 2 daring attac upon tbe 
conflituzion 4 277 this country; — and in what-. 
ever light theſe difturbances are viewed, 
whether j in refpett of the avowed objet?, 
which the perpetrators 4 and abettars of 
them declare to be 4 general refoluti on 10 


oppoſe. and ent N eee au uc 


* 
we. © 
——— wh 


1 
IT Gs MED that the, 


"Tee th 


thoula ſee & general Aran 
WiInCe,.. as deſcribed ir in the 


. e 
ter. one 6 agrees that bis 
c xceeded * _ others known þ 2 6 3 
5 vehemence "of a attion and p Chrevauj 7 = 
of intention; 4 and 1 never had any 7 mo 2 
many  abettors of conſequenice as This is fu p- 
Let, to have bad. It is. ſaid, there were 
50 gentlemen actors in this ſcene, 4; a= 
Cues with trowſers and jackets on, beg 
fides a much.. larger number. Lebt bis ud thi 
curtam. —The.. common ta EN. . al th, 
ſtamp. aft ſhall © not * e:  extcuted 7e 
that the 3 man who ofers a a flampt' d , er 
A immedi, ately. be Killed ; —7 at 4 
the þ wer "of C Gr 4% rita Z 0 
4 2 "them ts ſubmit to the amp att, 
dba "They will dre 1 upon t "the e place. _ IN 
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TRürh IT WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE. —_ 
SG — LI N Þ 
ATTEMPT TO CARRY THE ACT INTO 


EXECUTION” UNTIL. "FRESH QRDERs 
AND POWERS ARE COME FROM xs 
LAND. The fame perfor, in 2 in A Ade 
0 A 3 letter adds, * mention 2 7 E. 


* * 
1 8 8 
* Y 2 8 "=> . * 3 — 


: ar. 7 
d See letter to ſeere ry of "Rats, del. Ku 1 
225 received October 13, 1765. 
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particulars, that your lordſhip may iidge 

yourſelf from real circumſtances ; but it is 
=y opinion, that the worſt that can Bap- 
pen ſhould be expected, and provided 
ag. I prefume that After this, the 
authority of an American government will 
ever be left to the vey of the People. ho 


This violence of 8 and the 


reſolutions of the repreſentatives of the 


| Srovince of Maſacbiſet s bay, w! wich 


the ſpirit. which had appeared throughout 


the whole tonduft of this affembly ; mand 
75, in truth, 4 daring attack upon. the 


*. "ty 


conflituzion of this country; ;—and i in what-. 


„ — 


ever light theſe ar furbances are viewed, > 


which the perpetra tors. and abettars g of 
them ** to be a ; general reſolution £9 


oppoſe. and { prevent. tbe. Ag au uci 
2K. „ nn 


Were fimilac to thoſe of Virginia, wee 
teferred to the privy council, by the Board 
of Trade, on the 1ſt and, 11th of Octo- 
ber, 1 76 5. That boa id, at the fame 
time, . repreſented them to be of Hang. 
raus tendency, eſpecially a as connected twith 


whether i in reſpect of the avowed objet?, g 


— — ... oe por wwe 
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gf tbe peritament: of Great- Britain; en 
u reſpect of. the ftate governnient and 
nagiſtracy theres.” abe b repreæ 
Jents to be utterly incapable of | refftingier 
ſuppreſſing theſe tumults and . diferders 4 
they were of ſuch high importance, that 
no time was to be loft in directiug Such 
meaſures as wat be _ ee and 
mae nec eee 


Theſe repreſentations contain fo juſt 
a ſtate of this important matter at that 
time, and of the impreſſion which the 
intelligence from America muſt make 
on all thoſe whom the moſt obſtinate 
prejudice had not hardened, rt r Aber 
are ne in the reine 100 os 
0 By this time Buy 8 3 egun to 
8 ſpread, and to threaten all. thoſe who 
were concerned in the collection of any 
part of the revenue : one of the officers 
in America gave information. „ not n 
© £1 that 


e. See Appendix, No. 8 No. . 
See letter to board of trade, dated Auguſt 31. 
received about the 8th of October. 
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that THE PRINCIPAL PEOPLE or FHB 
Town 0#\Bosron prblicly avowed and 
 Juſtified the act of demoliſping Mr. Oliver s 
(the diſtributor of ſtamps) Hoiſe, but 

that all kinds of il humours were ſet on 
float ;" every thing that for years paſt had 
been the cauſe of any popular diſcontent 
was revived, —Tt ſeems the mob had ſat 
down no leſs than 15 houſes, in or near 
the town, to be attacked the next nizht ; 
AMONG WHICH WAS THE CUSTOM- 
mnousE, „ AND THE HOUSES OF SOME 
of THE! MOST RESPECTABLE PERSOWS 
"TN THE GOVERNMENT. 


4 
g . 2 10 7? 4 


codas ob eee eee 
the collection of the cuſtonis writes 
thus; I conſider their fur y againf? me to 
. prbrtel rom my capacity ay an 2e 5 
the cuſtoms, und the check I am of comr/e 
bo their ſmuggling views; ani from ny 
: Saving lately received am th Popular” cbin- 
© miſſion relating to their riotoius ùe bibi 
181 — 2 {= 


7 
to 
C 
* 


SY See letter to ſecretly of Bate, date] Au 
received October 21, 1 765. 
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5 < -J 1 
pores Gp a ſip which had been, ſeige da! 
Dus our fo ieuation exp 3/es.us. tacthe be 
Fab, at of a &rifling 1 mob, but A Gele 


country rnflamed f to an intolera uegreez 
ſfaabject to no rule or order. But abandoned 
and licentious in principle and without 
protection or ſupport, eitl en to enalils ts 
to do aur duty, on preſerve aur peace in 
ſociety. The ſame officer acquaints the; 
commiſſioners of the cuſtoms.” that, The 
mob bad the audacity to ſend. meſſagess : 
im orting that , if we would:ggree to ne- 
ceive our fees (for cuſtoms). agreeable. 25 
their "will and pleaſure, x and aau{d,, als, 
deliver the ſhi ips a under frofecutionsc; : 
; might « come. on ſore. in ſafety, d rely. 
rf their Protection. —T; 17 cuftom-bauye, 7 IA. 
onfullice of this, continued Jome dau 
ſoat up cnn cemplained to the "cate 5 


e princi cipal magiftrate of tbe. perfor 
who fut the, above terms, with a view + 4 


of Vaving 250 puniſhed ; and the nag 
trate's warrant was returned by the ſhe- 


£8 JV; ichn offs , 4843 10 500 11 
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Ahe 1% lade of Fate ors, date, 
Speer hy ecciye Othobe? 215 705 A 


TH 


4 
1 ifs thn Pale s to be executed inter þ 71 
bit. e <o* that re caufider this s 47 2 
end ſrbe pNofecution for want of 1 gov ern- 
ment; aber being 4 aa an ' abjoluze fuſe . | 


ls. SC * 
Pegfos. Wan = 


* 
. r 8 * 2 * ier 333 2 K 
Seeed: . v 


? Theſe Fumults were not more dangg- 1 


rous tõ the Fovernment in themſelves, | - 
than to the dependence of the colonies © 
upon + Great-Britain in their conſe- | 
quences, and from the principles Whica 
gave riſe to them. Care was taken to ; 
inform the adminiſtratip fi of theſe, by. 


tratiſmitting to them thoſe” anonymous 


ws” YI dS ky 


papers, 'in which they are more Openly » 
avowed than it was p 5olhble for them to 
be in the Logs" of? any aſſembly; | 
t. nough the fame turbulent and intereſt, 
ed lawyers,” Who goyerned, the councils. . 
IS. 3 A, 5 % hs 4 : 
i meetin gs, Were < 80 Known te. 
the zuthots or theſe E- inflammatory... 
1850 J. dean © W XIV WI. * Nd 
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wh one of chm; 4 Providence ga- 


zette extraordinary, Al uguſt 14,.4705s 

we Q, £9 

ineeÞ With they ang. many ümi- 
lar 
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lar ſentiments and expreſſions ; £ J ou, 
Ay. countrymen, already. feel ſome of i the 
effects of this horrid policy, men of war, 
cutters, marines with their bayonets fixed, 
rudges of admir alty, collectors, 2 nptrol- 
1 ſearc bers, tide-watters, land-waiters, 
with 4 whole catalogue of pimps, fent 
over, "not to proteel ovr trade, but to de- 
froy it. It is adviſed to form in a ge- 
neral. altem, votes or net to. che 

1 bis ſabſlitutes, . ii a 5 1 055 
effembly of this colony, baue, in their re- 
freſentative capacit , the. only excluſfa ve 
| Toght t to lay taxes and impoſts upon the in- 
. nts of this colony ; ond that every 
ettempr fo weſt fuch power in any perſon 
or perſons whatſoever, other than the ge- 
neral aſſembly afereſaid, is unconflitu- 
Zronal. at his 3 s lege People the 
mbabitants of this colony, are not bound 
to yield obedience 70 any law or ordinance 
"te fend to impoſe any internal taxation 
"whatſoever upon them, other than the 
"laws and ordinances of the general aſſembly 
Herald. And to 1 it out of doubt 


on 


tial 
on whoſe principles and examples theſe 
ſentiments were formed, the ſame pa; 
per proceeds, We think that as adgrefs 
of thanks ought to be voted by the general 
aſſembly, to thoſe gentlemen | 40%. diſtin 


guiſhed e in the loft 2 Non A 


& 44 4 4 
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But the officers in A not ot only 
tepreſented their diſtreſs, but the means 
too by which they might be relieved ; 
| they called for inſtructions from the 
- government at home, that they might 
execute every part of this act; for aft 
ance, that they might « enforce it. 

18 ſcarcely ; an officer who does not com- 
plain, that he has received no inſtruc- 
tions. for the execution; many, that 
| they have} Not even an authentic copy of 
the. act. There is ſcarcely a governor 
who does not expreſs his weakneſs, and 
implore the ſupport of that government 
for the intereſts of which he acts; 
; Hithout,) Le aatig accumulating any 


more 


r Crean i Mo teen; 
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more intelligence received from other 
2 — and — 
examine what meaſures were" ken by 
Adm tion, to check, repreſs and 
r us -- which Thr -06 
very foundation of government.” 3 


It was plain, chat Ahough the * 
act was the pretext, the reſtrictions up- 
on their trade, which are ſo neceſſary, 
and their defire 2 be independent of 
England, were among the real cauſes 
of many of the American tumults; that 
impatience of all government which = 
ſome of the eoloniſts expreſſed, that 
oppoſition both to the former and latter 
euſtom-houſe and commereial laws, 
which ſome even of their aſſemblies 
_ avowed, required to be - immediately = 
and effectually controuled; The neceſ- 
ſity of this meaſure was not unknown 
to the adminiſtration ; the repreſenta- 
tions of the board of trade had ferced it 
upon their attention, and they them- 
ſelves confeſſed it to be of the utmoſt 


im- 


1 6 1 
Fuer tauce to the Lingdom and. ** 


importange, for it imported.no leſs than 


che maintaining the depen 
lonies more extenſive than any nation 


before ever 1 ſſeſſed; and ch 2 e retaining. 


in obedience to commercial Jaws avg 


directing the induſtry of an empire, up- 


on whoſe conſumption, of .our.manufac- 
tures. the trade and credit of this. king- 
dom ſo, immediately depend. Ta ſer 


cure. hee. intereſting, objects the reader 


expects ta hear, that the moſt vigorqu: 
meaſures were planned and Executed.a 
that the; ſtrength, of government. in that 
country: was-accurately.examingg, an 
zudiciouſly diſpoſed; and that ſuch. ad, 


wg 5 


ditions to this, both of a Military, anc 


naval, kind, were prepared, as the oc 
alled for; and. which being din 
rected (if,neceſlary) againſt thoſe. whg 
were maſt forward. in,rebellion, might, 
by repteſſing theſe, prevent the crune and 
the;puniſhment,of the xeſt.. This might 


have heen the conduct of ordinary ſtate(s, 


men our. miniſters; geſpiſed 1i uch obs. 
AB ” vious 


* Craat. Britain. It Was indeed g 


ndence of. 
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vious remedies ; and after * deli 
beration determined, that in order to 
check the mutinous, and correct the 
rebellious coloniſts, to vindicate the 
authority of parliament, maintain the 
empire of Great- Britain, and reſtore the 
peace of America, Mr. 5 Cy 


ſhould write them a letter. This ſtep 


which was neceſlary, and might have 
been effectual if taken in the beginning 


of theſe diſturbances, and fupported by 


authority, became ridiculous when a- 
lone, and in a ftate of ſuch extreme 
tumult; and reminds one of a ſimilar 
expedient, related in the memoirs of 
Madame de Nemours. Mr. de Beau- 


fort de fon cõtè, qui nen faifoit pas moms 


gne le coatjuteur (pour s' oppoſer a cette 
paix) et qui cherchoit tous let moyen ima- 
ginables de Pemptcher, crut en auoir 
trouve un infaillible, qu il propoſa à Mr. 
de Belli#ure, en lui demandant par ma- 
niere d avis, fi en donnant un ſauflet d 
Mr. d. Elbeuf;” il ne changeroit point la 
| face des affaires: à quoi Mr. de Bellisvure 
n dun ſang free TOS __ de ſz 
© gravite 
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grivoitd que de la gugſtion, qu'il ne crayoit 
pas que cela pit changer autre on mn 


te aer de Mr. d Elbeuf. 


„Bone as an was the — ſtep allah 
thiy propoſed to take, why was it ſo 
long delayed? The moſt alarming in- 
formations had been received by them 
fo-long ago as the 27th of July; they 
could: ſcarcely be ignorant that, in po- 
pular tumults, an immediate execution 


of authority is required, and that delay 


gives to them confidence and ſtrength : 
in this exigence therefore no degree of 
delay can be vindicated, even the ſway 


does not attempt to yindicate, he difs 
owns it: he aſſerted in public, - what 


he has written in his letter of the 15th 
of December, 1765, that his inſtrucs 
tions (dated the 24th of October, 1765) 


dere ſent on the firſt notice of theſe 4 


gurbancer; and yet it is proved by his own 
evidence, that on the 27th of July, 
n is at three months diftancy 


we > * — » 
11 _ * 8 5 
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krom that time, he t 
Virginia reſolutions,” that daring attac 


upon the conſtitution 'of this country, and 
intelligence that government unt ſet at 


open defiance, not having ſtrengtb in ber 
hands to . obedience 7 * laws: f 


the ammunity. 0 eons 


87120901 19 1 


thus I hee 15 3 wal 8 and 


che denial of it; this delay had at leaſt 
given him time to form a plan of action; 


which ſhould be extenfive and effectual 

when he ſhould begin to operate; he 
had had leiſure to conſider the particular 
tate of every province, and to ompare 


the diſorders which were complained 


of, with the reſources which were to be 
found, and might be applied .inveattt; 


Ja fact, there Was. great reaſon for an 


attention of this kind, for the provinec 


Mere known to be in very different ſitu - 
ations in ſome the mob appeared alone 


inthe riots, while thoſe who-chad: any 
Fung to riſque in the conteſt; contented | 
themſelves wich giving to them con- 
cealed encouragement: in others, tlie 
1 55 principal 


Les 
principab people of the town avowed 
che utmoſt violences; in one they had 


not yet declared their reſolution of free- | 


ing themſelves from all cuſtom-houſe 
laws, though they had marked the cuſ⸗- 
tom-houſe for deſtruction; in another 
they already refuſed to pay any cuftoms 
but ſuch as they themſelves ſhould re- 
gulate the payment of: the riots. at 
Boſton were very different in their nas 
ture and purpoſes from thoſe which had 
ſhaken Rhode-ifland;; the Virginia re- 
folutions had been, and were he alarums 
bell ton the diſafected, calling them to tu- 
mult and outrage; while tlie plan of 4 
general aſſembly of committees which 
had proceeded from Maſſachuſet s bay; 
diſoovered more of a regular fyſtẽm of 

reſiſtance. The refources too were ab 
_ Uifferemt;as the difficulties ; tliey were 
tobe: drawn from the particular conſtis 
tution and ſtrength of each government, 


the temper of the people, the neigh- 
bourhood of the military force, and a 
9 ere, of Win; 


the . was informeg. > DILEED 
(524 BE | 1 
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The public will judge. of the ability 
hows. by tym in adapting the, inſkuce, 
tions and aſſiſtances to the particular 
ſituation of each province, when: they 
find that b ihe letter to every governor. on 
be continent and in the iflan de, exrept= 
ing one, is exadtly the Jane; +: ang, 50 
this ſame letter, like Jack's parc hm 
in the tale of a tub,. ſerves too, by the 


> of 


military 3 to the PRES 22 chief 
of the Britiſh forces i in America. It Was 
not poſſible that diſorders ſo various and 
ſo violent could be remedied, by. one, | 
application; ; and the proferibing, for. 


diſtempers o very different the ame, 


inGipid - potion of warm water, s A 
practice of which our, Rate  Sangrags's F. 


-tter * 40 


alone Were capable. In the letter * * 40 


the g governor of Maſſachuſet bay. * 
18 indeed ſome differcnce ; 5 the 7. i 
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Its rife in that province, "Immediately 

| ſuppoſes that in this ſeparate diſpate 1 
| ſome ſpecial inſtructions are given to 
prevent, diſſipate, or elude the opera- 

tions of this meeting 3 it is neceffary to 

read this letter, to be convinced that 

in it no notice whatever is taken of the 

unprecedented, unconſtitutional and 


dangerous deſi gn. 


% ESE OTE. ES. 


They had, at the time AT this let- 
ter was written, received the fulleſt 
and moſt authentic intelligence, that 

ſome of the ſubjects of England had re- 
fuſcd obedience to an ia of the legiſla- 
ture ; ; and forced the officers to whom, 
the execution of it in America was eng 
truſted, to reſign their poſts. To be per- 
fectiy acquainted with the means uſed 
for the attainment of this end; to judge ; 
of the temper of the colonies, 5 8 
| the ſtate of government. in them, 
Appendix, No. 12. The ſtate 1 55 


matter is ſo exactly deſcribed, in a let- 
ter addreſſed to Mr. C-, that it is 


AK 


here referred to, though: i it was not re- 
ceived 
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ceived till four days after the date of his 
diſpatch ; becauſe it might, and ought 
to have been ſeen by adminiſtration in 
the fame light in which it was by the 
writer of this letter. It appears from 
thence * that che general ſcheme concerted 
throughout America was, firſt by Menace, 
or force, to oblige the famp-officers to re- 
fign their employments, in which they had 
generally ſucceeded ; and next to deſtroy the 
famp- papers upon their arrival; that, 
baving no flamps, neceſſity might be an 
excuſe for the diſpatch of buſineſs without 
them; and that before they could be re- 

placed, the clamour and outcry of the 
people, with addreſſes and remonſtrances 
from the aſſemblies, might procure @ re- 
peal * the act. 


It was no part of the queſtion, whe- 
ther the miniſtry for the time being 
approved of the principles and purpoſes 
of that act or not. The power of judg- 
ing nee, or no an act of parliament 

1 


1 See Appendix, No. 10. 
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Mal yz carried into execution, 18 nt 
by the conſtitution entrüſted tõ an, 
miniſtry. | THE BILL OF RIGHTS, 
it was drawn on account of this Pot 
ufurped by the crown; fo it is moſt ex- 
preſs Againſt the exertion of it. "The 
Patri iets of that age had felt the etch! 
five effects ;of this diſpenſing power 3 
Ind had ſeen. it bring their religion and 
libttties i into the moſt. imminent dang gety 
to prevent therefore the poſſibilty of 
any futute miniſters being ſo much 
warped from theit duty 2 a8 to ſuſpend the 
exerutin of the law, THE BILE "of 
RIGHTS" Yectares, that this. prevented 
power of. ſuſpending of laws,. or 7 5 Ses 
cution of Jaws by regal antharity 20 cee 
* T of puriiamnt; Jule l.. 


2 "fs Feit that they had * tight” "to 
ſuſpeng the execution of” this law; ber 


| cauſe they dic not appr Tors“ It; oo 
Were apprigzed, that Fd had ariſen 
America 1 ſpirit of op poͤlſtion to 05 


whole ſyſtem of cuſtom-houſe laws, an 


impatience of may th 255 2 even 
46 . LOS. 8 the 
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the nioſt partial; to the claims. bf the 
colonies. muſt confeſs to be neceſſary 
for the common good; that the ner 
chants there think they have a right to 
every freedom of. trade, which the ſubjects 


of. Great. Britain nom enjoy a. freedom 5 


which would render the colonies. not 
only of no benefit, but in the higheſt 
degree prejudicial to the commerce and 
welfare of their mother- country. This 
opinion, and they did not content 
Aae with the bare opinion, made 
it neceſſary to ſecure the colle&ion, not 

of new and internal, but of old exter- 
nal duties, Which had ever been ſub- 
witted to, and conſtantly though impert 
fectly collected: and to cſtabliſh;,the 
great act of navigation; which Was the 
hen of wiſe and extenſive policy, gave 
the deepeſt wound. to. the .trade; and 
power of Holland. and / acquired te 
England the e dare of Eu- 
rope. 
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I 
But be it, that the laws of the cuſ- 
tons too were to be diſpenſed With; 
| granting that they were all repealed by 
that voice, and at that moment when 


it was declared, that the ſalvation 'of 


Great=Britain depended on a total repeat 
of all cuſtom-houſe laws, and the-univerſal 
extenfion of the laws of exciſe,” and there- 

fore that it was no part of the duty of 
adminiſtration to enforce the execution 
of them; ſtill there remained the 
ſtrongeſt reaſons for a ſpeedy and vigo- 
rous interpoſition: the Engliſh govern- 
ment in America was weak, precarions,* 
unable to ſecure the exetiltion of the com 
mon laws of peace and good order, mifulted, 
defied. Theſe diſorders, fo diſgraceful 
in themſelves, ſo dangerous in their 
conſequences, * required to be immedi- 
ately and effectually controlled; and 

would have been controlled by any mi- 
niſters but thoſe quibus patriæ ſalus S 
dienitas poſterior ſus dominatione > de: | 
e commodus Fut. 


The ſtamp- act was avowedly reject- 


ed, the cuſtom-houſe laws openly vio- 
K 2 5 Hie 


[a] 
lated, the. afficers menaced} inſulted 
and ſpoiled, the offenders unpuniſhed 
and government diſſolved. Read now: 
the diſpatch of the 24th. of October, 
which was to contain the ns faler 
teſt; inſtructions; you will not find inn 
it any inſtructious whatever; at ui ifo 
tance he does nat thinſ it haſidio tu give. 
faſitive inſt ructions to tha officers, not 
even inſtructions, to obey and to 
the laws of their country. This — 
which. ſhould: have been the firſt object 
of: his. care and directions is entirehy 
omitted; the utmoſt vigaur which. ho 
recommends riſes. no higher than to re- 
hell acts of outrage, not to puniſh them, 
or to maintain and execute the laws. of 
England. But even this. degree of ex- 
ertion is dot eto hw. Telorte& to till _ 
laſt extremity; lenieut an fenſiiaſtvs 
5 methods, the utmoſt: lenityy theſe. are the 
arms which: he: directs the - governors 
F: an * Wee een 10 nn Le 
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He had been repeatedly informed that 
the ſchemes of independence were form- 
ed and guided by the lawyers, and fupperted 
by t he principals of the provuinces; hut 
as this encreaſed the danger of the infurs 
rections, and the neceſſity of an inter- 
poſition, he contradicts: without heſita- 
tion the intelligence in his hands, and 

hopes and expects (which words if they can 
mean any thing as applied to a thing paſt 
muſt mean Helieves that this reſiſtance 
to the authority of the mother-country, 
can only have ound place among the lower 
and more ignorant of the'People. Inſtead 
7). i l 04 he 


+ 
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MN „To = eh 2 of this _ 5 Gli 
extract of a letter to Mr. C——y, da ted December, 
27, 1765, and therefore ſubſequent to his letter. 

The lawyers are the ſource from vrhence che ala 
mours have flowed, ip every province. In this gro- 
vince nothing publick is tranſacted without. them, 
and it is to be wiſhed that even the bench was free 


from blame: The whole body ef merchants in ge- 
neral, aſſembly-men, | | magiſtrates, &c. have been 
united in this plan of riows, and without the influence 
and inſtigation of theſe, the. inferior peop e. would 


haye been quiet: very great pains were taken to 
Zrouze them before they ſtirred, 


Ses too a curious paper in Appendix, No. 1 5 
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of that tone of authority which alone 
can "enforce "obedience of thoſe orders: 
and directions which the dan gerousfitua- ü 
tion of America, and the requeſts of the 
officers there called for, the whole tenor 
of his letters is languor and debllity 3" 
it is true that ſuch vague and general 
expreſſions are uſed, as leave the writer 
at liberty to own or to difivow the mea” 
ſures which ſhall be perſued after the 

receipt of the letter; to divide with 
or take from the offcers to Whom ie 
was addreſſed, the reputation of their 

ſucceſs; or to turn on them alone 4s 
odium of a miſcarriage; and ſuch quali- 
fyingwotds intermixed, 4 in a Cautious 

hand are are ever uſed to prevent It if if poſtible die 


pitti Ts ger; bu it FEE 


Ut 


AM to read it without ſeeing "that 
th e intent f is | rather to chec 170 than 


— 5 478 | 
to excite the ardoür of f ch ©! cers 0 
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the crown ; 7 0 to quell the Tiots , of 
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which he faw © tendency, but to _ 
any operations "which might . 


en 
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thoſe 2 205 which he meant to 


than 


2 2 * 
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than it is in his diſpatches, it is put out 
of, doubt by the declaration Which 

the fame officer i is faid * to have made, 
that he would ſooner cut off his right-hand 
than order troops to march to Juppreſs this 
claim o "freedom. His letter is perfectly 
conſiſtent with his declaration; and tho! 
we lament; that his conduct has loſt to 
Great-Britain the hands of all the in- 
hahitants of America, yet We muſt ac 
knowledge that the right-hand of that 
right honourable Gentleman e ATE 
| ß. Hol 15.17 0 175 +2 1559: 
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be 5 3 of the l 1 cis 
which theſe his diſſertations upon pru- 
dence fied levity muſt haye had in the. 

i 'of 0 much tumult, 1 let us ſuppoſe. 
Br 2 mg ment that the Procraſtinating, 
— —y ſtill Procraſtinated; even 
1 Ids 1 0 r his neglect | would have been 


TO 3 
K 717 to his country than diſ- 
Satches e 125112 5 


NE ff Þ m uch "Caution. The 
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officers e mi cht Aill have 
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* is is expreſt auc, Wai the authority 
18 doubtful. 


deten the theit obedient 6 the” FR 
of them, would be eſtermed ry Kdvice; 
und receive ene vduragement and ſap port 
| they might have continued to eheeurage 
mme boyal, and tb check the violenes f 
the febcllious, by turning the eyes of 
reward her friends, chaſtiſe Her foeb, 
and vindicate her juſt authority. The 
arriy of the pacquet deprived them 
even of this refource”: They ſaw. the 
miniſters i in England either too timid to 
enforce the law, or determined to ſuſ- 
pendk and repeul it; and they ſaw there 
ort the 1 1 


ole, 5 


ee dn er ki 6 gan dec 
to the öfffeers tiegelyes, th Os 
however Jon függelteck to thetti by th 
oppoſers of the act; for the Xmeticatg 
| fry this conduct th is trie f Heft, fect 4 
in which the 1 7 muſt 2 "withed 


Ni 


them to ſee it t; They bad for form. d t 


n — 
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4 
ol it as ſoon. as they were informed of 
his promotion; they exprels t them thus, 
may be worth the. ſerious. confideration 
of, thoſe who would officiuſly endeavour to 
| enſlave. their | countrymen, to enforce. it 
(the ſtamp-adt whether they will not de 
more likely to recerve the frowns, than the 
Jmales of their ſuperiors, for their pans 
an fe e, an gſfice. 


1 therefore the Uiſabedient favs 
theſe. expectations anſwered by the 
ſ—ys s diſpatch, they, who had no. 
reſtraint upon them but the fear of 


Engliſh diſpleaſure, were convinced. too 
by theſe letters chat they might offend 
vith impunity; when they ſaw a total 
annihilation of government ſubmitted 

to, and an avowed and violent reſiſtance 
to che Engliſh parliament, calling. forth 

the utmoſt lenity, they perceived that 
the miniſtry, though they did not yet 
venture to avow, did however approve 
their proceedings; ; that they had no- 
= thing | to fear from their diſpleaſure, or 


* : from 
4 See Es Cul: No. 1. 


| b 760 
from th heir orders, withoüt WRIch i 
American officer would' take' any deci. 
| Hive ſtep; and they received from hence 
that kind and that degree of encourages 
ment which nothing 8 "We FO. have 
Bo to them. * N SAY \ 

"the intentions of the miniſery are 


ae not only by the ſteps which 
they did take, but alſo from their neg- 
lect of thoſe which they ought to have 
taken. It is not always juſt to argue A cri- 
minality of this kind: from an omiſſio jon, 
but it is impoſſible not to deduce it in 
this caſt; becauſe the omiſſion was that 
of a ſtep which the importance of the 
object, the requiſitions of the American 
officers, and the repreſentations of the 
Board of Trade had. thewn them to be 
neceſſary, and which they had confeſſed 
to be ſo in their 007 n report. Es oor 
To be conviticed of this, Tet us fup- 
poſe that every thing hitherto had been 

well conducted; let us grant, that on 
the 14th of September the io oy could 
not 
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not even gueſs what he ſhould detern 
mine on the 3d of October, concerning 
a matter, on which he had had the 
time paſſed. ſince the 27th of July to 
meditate; and therefore that he acted 
with all poſſible vigour as well as cau- 
tion, when, after an interval of more 
than ſix weeks, he referred the officers 
in America to a future deciſion of the 
privy council for their inſtructions; let 
us imagine too, that till the 3d of Oc- 
tober he thought 1c lightly of the privy 
council, as to expect that they would 
decide on a matter too high for their 
deliberation ; and that he did not know 
that it was neither his nor their province 
to debate upon the propriety of laws, 
but that it was his duty to addr eſs him- 
ſelf to the execution of them. At l-aſt, 
by the report of the privy council made 

on that day, his uncertainties maſt have 
been removed; they were removed; he 
himſelf joins at leaſt in that report 
which declares that, this matter is gre 
fer only for the cor deration © 1 Farlia- 
ent. There never had ariſen a point 
103 eee Por Ye gd een 
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which, from its importance both ic its 
ſel and in its conſequences, called more 
laudly for the intervention of that aſr 
mb; che pro which THERE be 


3 


pla was 10 He determined. by PA and 
the queſtion whether Great- Britain has 

a right to the obedience of her Wied 
* involved i in ths decifion,; | bold nfs 


This W 15 been, 1 on wei 34 
of October; by the 8th of that month 
$5, aeg ee had authentie ugg 


Ye oY pats ln and 7 ee 
vehichad been, unchecked, had, pro 
$axed. their natural conſequences, , tw 
rage, and; rebellion. What nowWidgęs 
the-reader expect from:a. miniſtry, which 
ggubtful in, itſelf, and looking round 
far direction, bad nat hithertoſbeen able 
to, receive any, hut that they; ſhould 
immediately haye. had. recourſe. to ſthat 
council for which. np matten is ronhighs 
from hicho the. repeal of ENETY Jay 


e sto ſakę It riſei iche 


authority 
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authority "6f- which would teure obe- 
ditence to it till the propriety of the re- 
peal had been conſidered, and tô which 
the repreſentation of the Board of Trade 
and heir own report referred them ” 
The great council of the kingdom? He 
expects to ſee a proclamation, dated on 
the gth of October, which would have 
aſſembled the parliament by the latter 
end of November. An immediate call 
of the ſenate was the more neceſſary, 
becauſe it was reaſonable to expect that 
the diſcuſſion of fo important a ſubje& 
woüld employ ſome time; the adminiſ- 
Malicn could not be afſured that the par- 
lament, which had. been almoſt una- 
nimous in approving the principles, and 
chatting the clauſes of the ſtamp-act, 

wourd immediately and without heſita- 
tion conſent to the repeal or it! "Fe 
fac Is, that ſixteen days after the re- 
ekipt of this intelligence, the miniſtry, 
Art ſpite of the call from the diſtreſs of 
_ @Whole continent, from their own neg- 
Leet, from theirown acknowledgments, 
adviſed the kg ene the par- 
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liament; it was prorogued on the, 24th 
of October, and on, the very ſame da 

on which they betrayed the ien of 

Great-Britain, by the timid dupl icuty 
of the inſtructions ſent abroad, they de- 
prived her too of the aſſiſtance which 
might have been received from 955 
Vigorous | counſels ; at home. 5 


„ * 
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A conduct which can be accounted _ 


n 


ceſs Hit good. effects. of why Ke 
fill have encreaſed the reputation of: the 

miniſter. who planned it; 5 they. 5 
that the authority, and. the wiſdom of 
parliament would be able even yet to 
check. the rebellion of. the Provinces, 
and: enforce. the law they wiſhed this 
rebellion ſhould gain ſtrength, that they 
might apply. to the fears of thoſe, whoſe 
e they could not hope to convince; ; 
they ſacrificed to theſe views the perma- 


pen peeled bonour of the 
ang encquraged by, th 8 See 


20A Bd 
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ald by the protogation of he parlla- 


ment, that reſiſtanee and thoſe tumults, 


which they meant to apply to their own 
JW * „ne . —— 


* 
F 5 * 


FO bor the | Wiatihp that de- 


ſigns were but too ſucceſsful; he riots 


in America became more general, and 


S 


of which E thall n now ſtate ſome part, as 
nearly as may. be, in the order of time 
in Which it is dated, that even their 
wiſhes could! not form a ſcene of greater 
: anarchy than their conduct had produ 


in America; that they were informed 


very minutely of a total diffolution of 


— 


every part of government, and that al- 


though the ſtamp-act was the pretext, 


yet the cauſes and the objects of their 


reſentment were alſo the reſtraints on 
their trade, and their ſubjection to 
Great-Britain : theſe were really felt, 
while the ſtamp-act, which was formed 
to execute itſelf, which affected ſcarcely 
any but thoſe of marr ability the very 


payment 


C es a 2 ets 
— — — —  —— — 
©» 


— T 


(8%) 
payment was a proof, which was con- 
ſeſſed by the Americans to be the moſt 
eligible of all the taxes which could be 


impoſed, and which, as it had not been 


executed, could not yet have been op- 


Preſſive, was only the occaſion of theſe 


inſurrections. 


7 bis opportunity was taken (ſays the 


* writer of a letter from America) #o 


ße their reſentment to every officer un- 


der the crown; and particularly to the 
officers of the cuſtoms in this port ; with 
whom they had been and ſtill continue to 


be much diſpleaſed, for their vigilance in 
putting the acts of trade in force, and 


endeavouring to prevent abuſes of the 
fame. A letter to the (——y has this 
paſſage *; The country has grown more 
and more enflamed ; every where have been 
beard loud declarations that they would 
not ſubmit to the Jun: act pon any ac- 

count, 


See letter to commiſſioners of cuſtoms, dated 
September 7, 1765. 7” 
* See letter to Mr. Conway, dated inter ah 
1765, received November 4 4. = 
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cbunb, br in any mflance.—T obſerved that 
The violences of the mob had intimidated 
io of the beſt people in the province, and 
let the cauſe of the Ring and Parliament 
e without an alpocabe. 


Ir 7s apparent, from thei proceediiige* 5 
that there is among them an intention and 
un expectation of improving the preſent ill 
humour of the people into an actual breach 
with Great-Britain; or at leaſt of gain- 
Ing fuch a triumph over Great-Britam, 
Sy obliging ber to repeal this lacy under 
an actual refitance of it, as to make her 


17 2 


. pn why bereqfter. OY 
The ſteps they took for this gat 
In one of the provinces, were theſe ; | 
One and all cried out, let us 5 ſee © who will 
: Hare put. the att in execution, upon the 
governor” S appointment ; 3, we l babe . 


n W Wr 
Fare re of that. 


* c 
Rees 8 In 
3 0 a 1 6 of p 
» = $ wy ot 


8253 "0 T1 « „ 4 7, 5 | 544 *&6 FESE® th 
a 4 Sec letter to Mr. Pownall, dated Ogober i 565 


Ses letter t6 the 'commiſſoners of ſtamps dated 
October 12, 17 — 


i 7 $86 1 . 
In PT government. this. 10 det 
was paſted up at the door of every pub- 
lic office, and at the corners ot the 
ſtreets ; ; 
Pro Patrid. EE a - 
'T * firſt man that either di e or 
makes uſe of flamped paper, les him take 
care of his bouſe, perſon and Hecks. 
We dare. Vox Populi, 


I. ſhall conclude (fays an intelligent 
writer“) with the following obſervation, 
that if Great-Britain can or will ſu Her 
uch conduct in ber colonies to paſe un- 
puniſhed, a man need not be a prophet, or 
the fon; of a prophet, to ſee clearly. that 
Her e in Nan Ameriea, is at an 


n * 


IEKED, 


But whether his Majeſty * and his mini 


Tiers can or will wink at and over {ook theſe 


* and nee and 7 their 
wy ? "01 TE I .» Colents 


See TOE. to 3 of ſtamps, dated 
. October 12, 1765. >. 


x See letter to commiſſioners c of amps, ”—_ 
November 2, 1765, 
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colon its to refuſe obedience to an a | 
of parliament, and alſo to declaresit ille- 
gat and unconflitutional, mw writer hee 
not determine. Hoo 

Britain (ſays the fame correſpondent, 
in the ſame letter) muft firſt determine, 
whether ſhe is to govern or not; and 
whether ſhe will permit us to put ourſelves 
under the protection of France or Spain; 
as many upon the continent declare they 
will ward off the ſtampgact until they can 
Fer F rance or Spain to protect them. be 
fue of this \aft will abſolutely determine 
Britain's fouereignty in America; for if 
by theſe rebellinus methods we can get this 
att repealed, I doubt not but ſome of my 
"children will live to ſee a duty laid by the 
Americans on ſome things imported from | 
Grea!-Britain: 


—— 


' MN AL 


NN perſon” very well informed, mad 
very capable of judging, writes thus; 
* ro ou may imagine that the . party 
M2 = 7 


s 
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ba) AT URI 3G OILED: 
* 
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88 
tis greatly elated with this accefon' of 
| frrength, founded upon the ruins" of tb 
power of government. Some of them talk 
it with an diſcretion that is amazing, 
as if this town was to remain. ſor ever in- 
dependent of the king's government. One 
7 ſays, there has nat Woot enough done; there 
wants more correction: another ſays, let 
us ſee now who will ſeize merchants goods; F 
what judge will condemn them; what. 
court will dare to grant writs of aſſiſtance | 
nor. Others talk as familiarly of turn- 
ing out the governor, for adhering to the 


king and parliament, as they could do at 
Rhode-1 n 4 C onnecticut. 


\ 


«The * ER or conduftors of the mob 
had offered to take any kind of goods, liable 
to ſeizure, under their protection; and 
bid defiance to the officers of the cuſtoms. 


They * had ſurrounded the cuſtom-houſe, 
and demanded the perſons of the collector 
and comptroller. 

| The 
= See letter to commiſſioners of cuſtoms, dated 


September 7, 1765. 5 | 
dee advertiſement, dated September 2, 1765. 


wk 
The riot raiſed on the iſt of Novem- 
ber, in New-Vork, was ſo unprovoked, 
and, in its conſequences, ſo dangerous a 
defiance and attack on government, that 
the account which was publiſhed of it 
by themſelves is printed in the Appen- 
* See Appendix, No. 13. 


In this riot the mne 
had been abuſed, inſulted, and plun- 
dered; and major James, after ſuffer- 
ing the ſame violences, had been 
obliged to withdraw himſelf from their 
fury, by taking refuge on board a ſhip, 
and to leave a country, in which zo 0b- 
Jection could be mage to him, but his dar- 
ing to put the king's fort into a ſtate of 
defence againſt the Javerergn lords the peo 
ple, as they ſtyled themſelves; and for 
which offence they reſolved to make him an 
example of their diſpleaſure. 


But (fays a correſpondent, * ſpeaking 
of: a recent riot) % was des. efugned as an 


inſult 
| d See letter to Mr. Con dated December = 
1765. 
* See letter to Mr, N dated December 18, - 
1765 


Twl - 

iaſult upon the king's authority, as a ter- 
ror to the Ling s officers, and to Peu that 
they were nothing i in the ns or the bands 


of the people. 


-in The flate and 1 and confuſion 
we are now in (fays a writer well qua- 
fied to judge) zs beyond de eſeription "WM 
every thing being under the power of the 
people, who undertake to govern in all 
caſes, and regulate all public affairs —1 
BELIEVE THEY THINK "THE MOSP 
EFFECTUAL' WAY TO GET THE ACT 
REPEALED, 1s 'To INSULT THE Av- 

Tubarry THAT MADE e 5 
add 1 
5 Alf ming and Mug! as FOOT con- 
duct af ppears, the danger of i it, and the 
importance of checking it, was ſtill in-- 
creaſed by the principles which _ 
duced and accompanied it: theſe” may 

be found in the popular publications in 
America, with regard to Great- Britain, 

which is s deſcribed i in one of them n 5 


— 


e ee; «> \ 280 8. IS | * . b Q ry 
dee letter to commiffioners rat, dated 
cember 3, 1765. . 
Providence Gazette, Au 4 1705+. ,. 

24x * een 
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2 mother-country, who, 7 in their Rupidity, 
5 have judged it criminal for us to become 


24 47 


Theſe are ſome of the political prin- „ 
501 which they contained and diſ- | 
perſed . The public faith of the nation, 
in which fill now we thought we might 
ſecurely confide, is violated, and we robs 
bed Four deareſt rights, by the late law 
erecting a ſlamp-office among us. Let us 
boldly deny. all ſuch uſurped juriſdiction (it 
is the juriſdiction of the. Britiſh parlia- 
ment of which he ſpeaks) we owe them 
no more ſubjection, in this reſpect, than 
the. Divan of Conftantinople.—The true 
lovers of liberty. who deteſt and abbor the 
lamp -act from principle, and a certain 
knowledge of their rights violated by that 
ad ct. An act illegally obtruded upon us to 
eprive. us of our moſt ſacred rights, and 
change. our Freedom to flavery, by a lei. 
ature who has no lawful authority over 
Us. But how came the Engliſh parlia- 
ment by * a right over u? Their 


power 


f Conſtitutional Courant, No. 1. 


— — — wi * 


t 
potber (with regard to liberty and pro- 
perty) ic purely local. Heaven defend us 


from ſuch repreſentatives. —They have 


taken upon them to deprive us of our 
rights, which are not under their Juri 4 
Aan. | | 


Theſe and the like principles, which 


a were conſtantly publiſhed © 70 erve the 
- purpoſe of exciting the people to diſobedience 
of the laws, and to ſedition, were not 


the productions of the lower and more 
ignorant of the people, but, as a perſon, 
who knew the characters of the men, 
informed Mr. C. » ſome of the 


N moſt | popular lawyers 1 the authors of - 
. theſe ſeditious papers; and have been 
countenanced by ſome of -the judges, and 


others of the oh truſt in the govern- 


-% 


3 


ment. 4 


Indeed the influence and ſupport of 
dhe writers was ſo extenſive, that the 
council 


ꝛ dee letter to Mr. C—-y, dated September 23. 


1765. received October 28. 


I See the ſame letter. 
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council of the province agreed That 7t 
was not a proper time to proſecute the 
printers and publiſhers of theſe ſeditiuus 
papers; the Attorney General likewiſe 
not thinkin g himſelf Jaje to commence any 
As — 


But theſe principles were not confined 
to particular perſons, the general aſſem- 
bly of Maſſachuſet's-bay had actually 
prepared a bill enacting. That it . ſhall 
and may be lawful to do buſineſs without 
amps, the act of parliament ta w_ con- 
| muy notwithſtanding. 


The 1 of C onneflicut, . a cor- 
reſpondent of Mr. C—y's) .20ho are 
embodied in form, have declared publicly. 
zhat all pocber is ſrom the people; that it iq 
granted with certain bounds, that if thoſe 
bounds are | Exceeded, power devobues to 
CELTS FF 


i See letter to Mr. C—y, dated September 235 

1765. received October 28. 

*dSee letter to Mr, Fowngll, dared October 265 

1765. | 
+ Yee letter to Mr. — dafed December 19. 

1765. 


5 94 1 
ae prope" that "where ther ir ub o0ÞhM. 
rex pf, ar in the" flamp-att," the\tprople 
bid reſume" their power 3 therefore they. 
 Febonthientl; with threuti againſt diſobes. 
Fierce,” thut th: public officers buli pro- 
cerd in their buſineſs without" hams : "this 


is a* formal” 1 of annoy 9 
the people. Re WORN 


he afletnblyof New Jerſey reſolved, 
nem. con. That alt fuphlies being free 
gifir; for | the people of Grrat- Britain to 
gr to bis Majeſty "the propertyi'of the 
peupl of "this colony, 4101 Lot Herr on 
20, and being repreſented, Abu. be 
Abgabe; and render uſeleſs Mila 
Lion in this colony in the moſt effantial 
pb! 3g ig v8 ni ne 
0H ih 
Among the votes of the al of 
New Tork: ſtands the following; / Ne- 
folved,” num! ebn! That it hawives irbe 
19 Anl. e bn, lag grearet 


28 1 £99014} ors fir mon? $9933 imme) 
.{i Ste eutract from Votes of /Adſetpbly) af-New 
Walen. November 364 e aw9 19d) oc 
Adee extract from Vates of Aſſembly of New 
York. 


T 9%: ]! 
greateſt, inconſiſtency with the known Atine. 
caples of the Engliſh conſtitution, to ſup>. 
| Poſe. that +Zhe bonourable, Hause of Came 
1. al the inhabitants. * this cola ay. of 
their maſs. "efſential rights, grant to the 
croꝛun, their, or any part of their hater, 
Jer any purpeſe whatſoever. e 
Each of theſe reſolutions were ac- 
companied by others of the ſame nature 
and tendency, which were deſigned to 
eſtabliſh the claim of an abſolute inde- 
pendence on the Britiſh. parliament. 
That the reader may be enabled to judge 
of the ſpirit and purpoſe of them, thaſe 
of. Philadelphia are printed more, At 
length in the Appendix. See Appen 
dix, No. 8 
18 mne | 1 A 
1 was to aa as te: mainzain 
this independence, that an unprecedent- 
ed, illegal and dangerous meeting of 
committees from all the provinces was 
aſſembled at New Vorle to enable them, 
in their own expreflion, to become 4 
7 1 1 PUGH 04 10 N- 2 oN 122 Bundle 


0 * 


bundle. of flicks, .which can neither de g | 
bent nor broken. Other pretences werer 
| given to this aflembly, but its tendency; i: 
=. ug the. ſpirit of thoſe, who compoſed it, 4 
are us deſcribed by a very judicious 
hand; * They are, of Various. eee ny 
and, | opinions,.. but it is to be feared, n 
general, that the Kere, of Democracy 1 
flrong among them. The  Queftzon, is not... 
of the inexpediency of the Stamp- ae 1 
of 1 the inability of 2 the colonies. 70 fe 1 25 
tar but that it is "unconPitution 
ani ro their 77 55e; Juppar ting 2 1 
inde endency 9 of the provinces ; 5 and pb to, 61 


be füge to 40 e beg ung Ser of Great- © 
Britain. | 201 119d OHM 


Re” P * £ 1 DR 
20 2 106 e IBI IS ALL) ch Fray 1? 


— 


There was no ſtep which ruires: s 
mode the interpoſition of Soremment 
than this: if the other inſtances of their 
ſeditiaus temper. might be called ſudden 
tumults, which built on no premedi- 
tated: deGgn, and directed only to tem- 
pardrycplrpoles, might ceaſe with the 
| 2 Ig 4 ü [10 preſent 
Abi Het o botoggo od pt egaot [16 
* Hep letter to > Mr, S, Abd November 12, | 
iT 1765. 
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preſent frenzy, and leave their traces | 
only in the devaſtation they had cots” 
mitted ;' this was more Hoſtile in its ap- 
peatanee, implied more of a deep and 
dangerous ſpirit of determined revölt, 
and by the very precedent left the moſt 
alarming conſequences: and yet al- 
chough the nature, deſign, and conſe- 
quences of this meeting, were repeatedly 3 
and by various hands pointed out to 
chem, the adminiſtration obſerved, du- X 
ring this Whole proceeding, a total fix... a 
lence ;. and left the Americans unre- 
trained to form a Seneral congreſs, 


which, bearing the appearance of a na- 
tional, as the ſeveral aſſemblies bore of 
a provincial repreſentative, might tuffi 
the eyes, affections and reſpects of the 
coloniſts from the legiſlature of Great- 
Britain to this en ane ] 
| bort Oi 41G Arb 
Even the laſt leg &: end and 
avowed rebellion was ventured on by 
them 3 that of raiſing a regular body 
of forces to be oppoſed to thoſe which 
Epgland-might — N 92 e 


* 


1 58 . 

In this, town . (ays a perſon on the. 
ſpot) all power is in the hands. & rh 
People; out of which, under pretence of 
uniting two parties in the towns. are. 
Formed two companies, under two. profeſt. 
captains 3 who are ſaid to be able ta muſe, 
ter 400 men on a ſhort. warning. Tus or. 
three gentlemen of fortune profe Ty fo have. 
the command of theſe bands, and it is hoped 
they have; as the governor (whoſe au- 
thority could not command ten men) 
and every other officer Ul the crown lie at 
| cheir eng. | d 


\: W040; 


SCENE all 


KS 4 


- DIRK 


of a very . nt. of this 


dangerous confederacy) before the laſt 
. 54h, of, November, two gentlemen,,, called 
the richeſt, merchants. in this town, enter- 
Lafned the principal men of theſe, parties, 
and reconciled them to one another, for. 
Or PAS J Ven, than burning @ pape. 


% 1rd tin 1549 % VfH afk, 


nnn! 3111 1 


15 Yes letter to thi lords of trade, dated November 

30þ 1076934] 211 to 01119949 21) Of g 
se leer 19 hiv lants cc ited November 
26,1705. 
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A. u celebrated the "union" Betabłen 
theſe Pw bands, who {at a time 4e 
Se militiu have refuſed to obey the captains 
. "and it has been ſaid public, at 

toren mocting, That they were not obliged: 
to bbey Bim) are - ſaid; 70 by well trained; 
and Teddy _ OM orders” IN Lore mo occa- 


Lene $3 40G (IVR) 
0 by 
: * 
"Y | 
YE) + LALAY Ak 


"Suite ts the ſtate Wy government 
in the Arnerican ee ; 5 ; 


8 1 1 4 4 N 


If ſhape it mi mY be called, which Pigs dad nas 
Diſtinguifhable in member, joint or limb; 


Or Fant? might be called. Phat fades ſeemed; . 
2111 


10 10 n } 441.3 qi 34 OD 105 


\ 4 k . # * rei 4s . 7 % 
\ LY” I SSSSSYNAAYSA) \.»> .Þ 


An exigence in which A fulleſt” and 
moſt particular inſtructions, and the | 
warmeſt encouragements, were necef N 
fary\to\ direct and aſſiſt the officers in 
the. performance of their duty? an Ro 


PRA and enecchragerlent tds wry 
which” they were ever turning their eyes 


and. hopes, and ever in,yain.,, For with 
5 to the execution of the particular 


in equeſtion, the. miniſtry ſo little 
intended 


& L 100 ft 
- intended it, that they did not even ſend 
cho common directions for een, 
or even e act. 9 


The complaints of this 3 are 
very numerous, and from different quar- 
ters. I encloſe berewith (ſays an offi- 
cer) a certificate of my baving taben the 
eath required by the flamp-at ; which 
i Famed from a copy of the aft printed 
Bere; there being not one authentic att 
Bere; there never were but two; and 
thoſe fent under private covers. Ir 
range , ſhould not have thoſe atts 
font "them by Weird * are e 7⁰ 


* 
* * 


I Beg Wer ts repreſent 10 your brd. 
ip (ſays another) that I was left 7 
oy” without any inſtructiont or direc- 
Vicks from your right honourable board, 15 
| = me through this wilderneſs.” You? 


A "I'S 55 bordfhips 


See letter to Mr. Pownall, dated Offiober 46, 
* 


Yes L ds fake f t trade, no November * 
2765. 


ban! 


dordfbips will. J hope, forgive mefirfoy- 
ing. thut Leven had not the common no- 
tice of there being ſucb an at}, as it aa 
ever been 1288 to nie. 
* am, my F ha" ha are . PTY 
bf a third 1 under great difficulties, with 
reſpeci to 4 e ſtamp- act; not having to 
this day received the aff of Parliament, 
er one ſcrape of à pen about it ; nur is 
any ftamp-paper or officer yet arrived 
Here. (This was eight days after the 
day fixed for the commencement of the 
act) JL. fear, my lords, there has been an 


omiffien ſomewhere relative to this Mother, 
which embarraſſes me greatly, BOLSA 


* And, to omit ſeveral others of the 

ia e kind, even ſo late as the 1 zth of 

8 8 a correſpondent * writes thus 

to the Board of Trade- Me re indeed 

e ly Gircumſtanced i in this province 
wit! 
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See eue to the lords of trads, dated N 8 
„ 1765. 
dee letter to the lords of uad, dated Novembas : 
36 A 


ys s 0 
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1 regard to the famp-af? ; for eben 
F there was no Ppoſition given 4 it, i. 
Could not be put in force, as no commiſſion 


or inſtructions for the purpoſe are yet come to 
hand, Ds ſent from England; and without 


them the perſon nominated di Mribute- of 
fam} ps could not be qual; ev to execute the 


N 14 GA. 


W were be #1 inclined. has, 


\ 4 


But bare official inftruKtons weren nor 


ier 


7 de had = von whey" "At Mer 


2. 


to receive the ſupport. and authority 
which” England al alone could; give them; x 


preſerve. the Peace of the provinces, as 
row of Great- Britain. Some 
6 2 rin mgleaders the late 
SA correſpondent-* 0 walk the 
reet's 225 zn 11 unity ; no ' officer dares 
attack them, no attorney-getierdl profecute- 
hem, uo Tortneſs appear againſt them, 


er 


"and no judge 171 1 them; ſo it muſt 


of >! at. & bor en Le: os remain 


ef : o £ \ 
FF * 5: * . 8 1 


3 gce letter to — W trade, dated December 
17 75. 


1 103 } 
remain until other orders than this go- 
vernment can give ſhall be taken. : ” bh . 
0 9 this you may gueſ n a perſon 
x of unſhaken loyalty to England) what 
— — this. government is in; and it 7s 
| 8 likely to mend, till the power and au- 


thority of Great-Britain comes to our 


relief. For this I can June a great po- 
litician a this r, 25 0⁰ FD now at News- 


Teras, Ht ding the congreſs there. J. bis 
gentleman (it .is Mr., Otis of whom he 


peaks); has, I believe, contributed more 
chan any one man whatever 70 bring. ws 
into the fate of outlawry end confuſion we 
Arenge, in, and now begins to be frighten- 
ed at if: before be tt eft this town, for 
New-Y ork, he ſaid to a gentleman, i the 
government at. home don £ very Joon ſend 
Al ces, 70 heep the province, they, will be 


cutting one anothers throats {row one end. 


een "ts of it, 


$44 
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0 2 8 5 Nothin 
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[fog] | 
thing bn be dane bert to nforce 


obettience' ta this act, (ſays a correſpon- 
dent ” on this ſubject) and nothing 2% 
than® the wiſdom of parliameut can pro- 


vide a remedy for this att of diſobediente. 
The militia is all the force the reſpeFtive 
governors on the continent depend on, upon 


all emergencies ; ; and experience has Bewn; B 


EC 84>: © 


how vam and fruitleſs it is to beat to armt, 
when neither ficers o or men "409170 ad wy 


appar.” een $36) DIV TFIOT DOES) 
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It is not furpri wy at the atlenibiArks? | 


tion did net pay more regard to theſq 


ant the like complaints, of Mkich we 


letters to them are full, than 'they had 
done to the other requiſitions on the 
4 fue fubject hey, who would not 
aſſiſt their diſtreſt and meritorious offia 
cers even with inſtructions, could not 
be expected to ſend the more material 
ſupport of forces. It is true that an 
order of the ne former was made - 
AVO TFT Mt 57 Adlirecting 


ein 90193 1 Gor W117 2 


5 1 155. Jeter to lords of "trade, red Odtober 


LE 0 I, Pays 2 5190 ain? 
n * der Order of e dated St © ed 85 Octo- 
þer 237 1765, 


_-_ 
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([ 1 
Aired ing. That arders ſhould be given e 
the:commanders of the land and ſea forces. . 
mn Amerita, for their concurrence and e 
" Sftance in juppreſſing riots, when calizd. 
upon - by the governors for that purpoſe 2 . 
and it is equally true, that the lords of. 
the treaſury. ordered a circular letter to 
be written to the governors, directing 
them to aſſiſt in the collection of . 
the ſtamp-duty, and to ſee that the re- 
venue received no damage: an inſtruc- 
tion exactly equal in efficacy with that 
exhortation, which the inquiſitors giye 
with ſo much charity to the civil magiſ- 
trate, to take care of the unhappy Vice. 
tim, whom they have. themſelves de- 
voted and doomed to deſtruction. It ia 
impoſſible to read the fſ——y's letter, of. | 
the 24th of October (ſee Appendix, 
No. 4.) and not be ſenſible, that the 
governors mult have ſeen it was the jp; 
tention of the miniſtry that force ſhould 


not be employed; and. that they, muſt 
expect therefore to anſwer in their own 


perſons for every, fatal, though accidental 
Fonſequence, which 1 aktend the 
t 2 2 25 n 1G b wt D. „lands 10 Ser. 


?\ 
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employing it: under theſe citeum- 


ſtances there was danger that the 
governors ſhould call upon the com- 


manders for an aſſiſtance to theit efforts, 


the ſucceſs of which gave them nothing 


to hope, while the e ee in bann 


ee to fear. st tod t 


n 


ti {tronger ſecurity. that :e occurrences 
eee ſhould not be interrupted 


by force. They thought that, on that 


continent a number of men, equal. to 
the: exigence, could not be aſſembled; 
and. they. determined. that. no. mare 
ſnould be ſent thither. Of the former 


af theſe points the had been i in⸗ 


formed authentically, as he choſe 9 
think, by the commander in chief 
his Majeſty's forces in America; this 
appears: by the anſwer. which he returns 
tu that officer; * eſpecially, confi der ing 
abba yon ſay of the. A ſiculty, or rather 


impoſſibility of drawing any confiderable 


number 


4 KEY * 4 f F S * : 
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The eee had, 1 4 


17! 
 nhombor of nen together ; and of rbt an- 


Practicability of attempting any thing dy 


Force, in the preſent diſþofition of the Pro- 
= ee 2 NI bod 9 2 7r00 rewe 


1 Will n appear, by a mating 
of thoſe letters from the commander in 
chief, which are to be found in the 
collection of papers made on this occa- 
fion, that of the zupaſſibility of drawing 
4 conſiderable number of men together 
he ſays nothing: he ſays the forces are 
greatly ſcattered and divided over that 


vaſt continent, that a junction might 


be prevented by the froſt, &. but a 


miniſter who had wiſhed to act with 


vigour,” might have given orders to! act 
if the junction could be made; and af 
theſe orders had been given, they had 
been executed; for a ſubſequent letter? 


informed the f——y, that zoo men, 
Which in that country is a reſpectable 


een ee 
ng l s Wiss W 9 | act 


* 


— 0 
WISELY BY D 


v See letter to Mr. gs dated December 275 
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act whenevet the e ſhould 10. 
„e on en dsl 408 
But 10 the f——y really underſtood 
general Gage as ſtating an impoſſibility 
of drawing together a number of men 
ſufficient to attempt any thing by force, 
it ought to have been to him the ſtrong- 
eſt motive for ſending thither ſuch an 
aſſiſtance as might be equal to the ocea- 
ſion. So far were the miniſtry from 
attending to this, ſo far from ſending 
to the continent an augmentation, that 
they prevented that increaſe of force 
Which the common military rotation 
would have carried thither. For the 
e was now. coming when the regi- 
| ments, which were on duty in that part 
of the world, were to be relieved b 
thoſe from Ireland. f About 2 300 9 5 
2 re TER to America for this p purpoſe; 


and a: as the regiments which Have paſſed | 
the ated, time of their. ſervice there, 


<< * 4 +4 


coalt for r cxpbarkation the ee of 
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N nete, which might have been made in 
any place moſt proper for the ſervice, 
would have formed a body of near 3000 
men, ready and able to have reduced 
the revolting provinces to obedience; 
this reſource was ſtopped under thoſe 
pretences, which in ſo extenſive a do- 
minion are neyer wanting; under the 
pretence of fear of ſome tumults in Ire- 
land, à reaſon which operated equally 
for, two or three years. together, - theſe 
regiments. were detained: from America, 
| where, their preſence would have re- 
ſtored ſecurity 10 the officers, authority 
49. the laws, and een to 1 
Hritain, „F KEE © nn 
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Theſe; were all the ſteps which the 
9 72 had taken to exechte the Jaws 
of their country, and to, preſerve the 
Megingee of America, before the meet- 
ing of parliament. It i is true, that Mr. 
| . diſp atched to America two 


WO OY E44 


more — on the 1 1 5th o of December : : 
but whoever reads them (they are in | 


the Appendix, els 5 "and 6) will not 
be 


[ 110 ] 

be furp rized that no credit i is | given to 
the writer of them for any attempt to 
quell by their means the rebellion in 
Aer; though it appeared to have 
encreaſed both in extent and danger r 
from the 24th of October to the time at 


which they were written; ; for they ate 


addreſſed only to one province, dice 


contain even leſs than his former dif- 
patches, and, in fact, refer to them as 


containing fully his ; Majeſty's 8 fentiments 
and commands. R 


tt #1} Fed {1 4- 11 11 1884 ; - $4 1 


All the intAMigence has now been m_ 


together, Which was received after the 
24th of October, 1765, and prior to 
the meeting of the Parliament; and 
none has been produced, which was 
received after the Houſe of Commons 
Half taken this matter into their con 
ſideration. För by theſe means the 
reader 18 enabled t to compare the intelli 


gehec with the bonddct ef the ddmipif. | 


ast and to determine in What de- 


14411411 


gree age merit his 4 of — 1 


execu- 


Ein Þ 
execution « of the laws of their country: 
26 point very different from that, which 
is afterwards to be conſidered, the great 
queſtion of the repeal of the ſtamp- act; 
and to be determined upon very diffe- 
rent grounds. If the act was repealed 
upon juſt reaſons, it will not follow 
that the conduct of the miniſtry, before 
che repeal, was either wiſe or honeſt : 
it is even part of their crime that their 
conduct had been ſuch as to make the 
repeal appear neceſſary to thoſe Who 
repealed it. For, from the intelligence 
which has been produced, it appears, 
that they had not only omitted to exe- 
cute thoſe clauſes for the relief of. the 
Americans) which muſt have facilitated 
the reception of the ſtamp-act; but 
7 to ſend thoſe official inſtructions 
1081 out which it was impoſſible that 
ſhould, be executed at all: they had 
= the laws of Great-Britain, not dn- 
ly. the law j in queſtion, but thoſe of cuſ- 
toms, and police violated , and rejected ; 
her officers i inſulted ; her authority con- 


temned; and her government diſſolved; 
Fa -- white 
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HAS tlie idependegce of the colome 
Was aſſerted by popular publications; 


provineial aſſemblies, and the ſtill more 
dangerous ſtep of open reſiſtance?" they 


had looked on, while to maintain this 


independence, an American ſenate was 


formed, which might receive the reve- 


enee due to the parliament of England; 
and while a regular force was embodied 
to ſupport their pretenſions; and in- 


ſtead of checking fo dangerous and en- 


creaſing a revolt in its firſt and feeble 


beginnings, they had continued and 


encreaſed theſe ev ils by their neglect and 
cbnnivance; and that they might, by 
repealing the act, detract from the me- 


rits of the preceding miniſtry, effect an 


union with Mr. Pitt, and ſecure their own 


eontinuance i in office, they had ſacrificed | 
tlie reputation, nn of intereſts 


5 
7207, ' . | + 4 Þ it 1.711111 


At is ans not to ſee at this 


Was their defign, becaufe their conduct 
Was ſuch as could be produced by 1 no 
pcs of motives; and was the reverſe © 


"P that 


* R 


® mY). 
chat; awhich was dictated by commem 
prudence and a regard for their own 
reputation and ſafety ; becauſe it was 
foretold to them, both by the Ameri- 
can officers and by the board of trade, 
that thoſe dreadful effects which did 
follow in America, would be the con- 
ſequences of that conduct; and becauſe 
too, at the period we now. ſpeak. of, 
the meeting of the parliament, they ac- 
apy did. PN — to that PR 


jr Gu. all 4 motives REES had 
hitherto influenced them to this conduct 
were increaſed in ſtrength: the tenure 
by which they held their offices was 
grown ſtill more precarious; the hand 
which had planted could no longer 
protect them; and deſtitute as they 
were of reputation, experience or abi- 
lity, and looking round with anxious 
diſmay in ſearch of ſome ſupport, they 
ſaw. none but in the deſtruction of the 
meaſures of their predeceſſor, and in 
an union with the great commoner. 
That gentleman, had retained 1 de- 
gree 


1114 


gree « of popularity, for he was not yet 
a peer; this would give them an ap- 


earance at leaſt of ſtrength ; ; and he 
was ſufficiently converſant in buſineſs, 
to free them from the ridiculous diſtreſs 


of being obliged to aſk aſſiſtance from 


every one whom chance threw in their 
Way. But an approximation to this 


perſon was not eaſy; ſome of them had 


forſaken him, and given him reaſon 
for that mixture of contempt and diſlike 


which he expreſſed pretty freely of them 


all: but he had declared his diſapproba- 
tion of the ſtamp-act; they approached 


” him with that total ſubmiſſion to his 


ſentiments, which ſeldom fails of plea- 
ftig, they entreated his protection, his 
Freren required that all the capital mea- 


of the Jormer miniſtry ſhould be 


of $i ought + wropg : he gave them therefore 
His alliſtance on this queſtion, which 
Was fo intereſting to them as miniſters ; 5 
aud "their ſubſequent | behaviour has 
21551 41 U 2 Ain 4 12 2 — 

gained it in a ſti greater Free; E 


has coneited to an union with them; 3 


2nd England, if ſhe has loſt America 
wes Won by 


<Q a1 
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610 ol 8 m 1 and his ache children. 
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Dnod /i non Ou venturo fata Neroni 
Vrvenire uiam . — . 


—— Calumque * ſervire tonants . | 4 
Mon niſi ſaworum potuit poſt bella pints. 56 
Jam nhil O. ſuperi querimur, Heki ipſa nefaſque 


A mercede Placent. 
20 ti FL 


But, notwithſtanding their Wer 
1 8 


qe in this e an the 
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Wenn 


3 was to be debated on the prin- 
ciples of juſtice, policy, or public ade 
vantage, they could haye no hopes of 
ſucceſs. Nothing therefore remained | 
but to purſue thoſe meaſures which they 
| bad, practiſed fo long, and in which 
their American friends had given them 
| ſuch effectual aſſiſtance; and to apply 
to the fears of thoſe, whoſe be 
they could not hope t to convince. 


25 1 


_ ; Do Fire toned þ . 
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116 
be American merchants hail toritteh * 
8 no dry goods may be ſent out to then, 
wn; fs the e Hamp-att i is repealed ; and fome 


Le fo far gs to ſay, that they will not hay 


their debts but upon that condition. * 


A; Ee | 
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"This ſcheme” (fays' a very intelli gent. 
corre pon dent) ts calculated ſolely to 


Muence the People i in E ngland ; and ſhould 


it be executed, the People i in America will 
pay an extravagant price for old moth- 


eaten FED and ſuch as the merchants 
ould not otherwiſe "fell. The merthants 

may Ii keiſe 72 have views of” gettin go bolts 
2 lt cafe from Holland ond other brenn 
77 55 "while he mob can deter the cute 
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d See letter to Mr. Comp, — December 21, 
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oe 7 from hapting to to their 
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! 
throw: the blame upon the unruly populace; + 
magnifying the force and determined . 
lution of the people to oppoſe the execution 
of. the law by every means; with a view 
to terrify and frighten the people of Eng- 
land into a repeal of the act. And the 
merchants having countermanded the goods 
they bad wrote for, unleſs it was repealed, 
they make no doubt that many trading 


fowns and principal merchants in London 
01 . them to cm iſh their ends. : 


Their e were e well ground- 
ed; many trading towns: and principal 
; . merchants. i in London did aſſiſt them to 
_ accompliſh their ends; but the miniſtry. 
took the lead, and employed for this 
purpoſe every engine in their power : 85 
every body remembers the induſtry with 
. which, all their, writers and orators o of 
every: ſhape and ſize: endeavoured to de- 
..preciate the rights of Great-Britain; 
and to exalt the privileges of the free- 
born, virtuous and independent Ame 
ricans 31 their union and their ſtrength 
weretepreſented: as irreſiſtible, and. their 


Aae 25 3 * 5 8 1 em- 
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; Englih'parliembnt praiſed as hero 
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Whch, it was bed the minds of 


rde ee pepe by cheſe de- 


lamations, petltions were ſollicited hy 
their agents from ſuch of the manufact 
turing towns as they could hope to in- 
fluence; a regular ſociety of American 
merchants in London was formed for 


this among other purpoſes; this fociety. 


ſupported and aſſiſted by government, 
became ſo fucceſsful, as to claim at 


"It; und dhe counſels f the kingdom 


0 "Vere guided not dy the enlarged mæximis 


eb general policy, not by 1 
ven ⸗of permanent and extenſive c 
mervial intereſts, but by the tempora 


undd partial vie ys vf a junto of intereſtet 


ratiers Held at a tavern. 'Now thitt 


| Ahe ferment raifed on this occation has 
"bled, one can ſcatcely believe this 


black, ; Though o recent and authentic; 


er Mt fd moans and rhe 
, "Ki: prater. * 45 they d product, 
£ | the 
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length the ſuperiority; ; "they obtained 


11 
8 
a 
1 
0 
7 
4 
\ 
: 
, 
1 
” 


[rag] 

the repeab of che ſtampract. Far it was: 

in vain chat. the. popylar panic, ce 
argument was oppoſed, which the prin-. 
Apfles gf juſtice,, of the conſtitutions, off 
Policy, even of intereſt, could furniſtz, 
It was in vain that thoſe, who were, ſo. 
een as to defend. the cauſe 9 


hag paſſed upon. the moſt general and : 


acknowledged grounds of Whig, policy, 
that port on the part of the ſubject, 


is due in return for protection, on. the 
part of. government; that taxation 
2uld be extended over MW the parts, of 


2 Kates; in proportion to the relatiye 
ty uns. in each, If, ſaid they, - 


S2 ” 


Me examine the arguments by which the 
Amerigans would, prove their r right. 0 of 
emptian, We ſhall ſee; that the admyſ- 
lien of them gigelves at once. the. con- 
e, Our. country.: if the legiſlas 
bars. has no Power but ore, thoſe, who 
Vote Hr the election of, the Pipers 
which f m oe part. of it, not only all 
our pol ons ir Ahe Africa and Amg- 
ie ß enten S an Wenden 
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1 1 120 
; She Es — revenue and polires 
pafec in England; but even nineteen- 
twenticths of the inhabitants of 'Great< 
Britain are releaſed from their Tubjec- 
ton; and entituled to return to that 
Mäge freedom on which every reſtrie- 
tive Taw is an uſurpation. But it is not 
from its abſurd and pernicious conſe- 
quences alone that we prove the falſe- 
Rood of this maxim; z It proceeds from 
ani Ignorance of the nature and powers 
'of our conftitution. The Commons of 


Fiji! 


reat-Britain, aſſembled i in ene 


Are not only the repfeſentatives of tlie 
20 11 
counties and boroughs BO depute 
\them, 1 utof all the commons of tlie 
155 5 in; they : are entruſted with the in- 
"rerelts Fs ap pointed to guard the liberties, 
relieve *the burthens, and redreſs the 
Sri vances of the whole kingdom; there 


1s No Par 5; it but is entituled to their 


. protection ? there is none therefore Which 
e from their authority; the 
; * contrary dodrine diminiſhes their uti- 
Ay, de rades their character, and re- 
"duces them from the honourable” and 


A 


7 extenſive 


I rear] 
Atenſpue- eff of being the. guardians 
and counſellors of a whole Kingdom. 
to that of burgomaſters for. a Petty» 
ſometimes an uninhabited borough- It 
is one of the firſt duties of thoſe, to 
hom this important truſt is committed 
to execute it, and eſpecially. that- un- 
pleaſing but neceſſary , part of it t 
power of taxation, in the moſt impar 
tial manner; it is this alone which can 
induce the ſubject to bear with patience 
the burthen of impoſts : will you not 
then betray the truſt of your conſtitu- 
ents, if you ſuffer any part of the peb- 
ple to force an exemption from thoſe 
taxes which the public exigencies re 
quire to be impoſed on the whole; and 
will you not deſtroy that confidence on 


which all n is founded 7; 12 


2) 


4 8 


The diſtinstions hich have. Yoda 


3 on this ſubje&: are not. 85 
grounded; The parliament, has the 71ght 
_ of impoſong-external, not internal duties : : 


Land it will;be proper to, lay on the. Amerg - 
cant eue Kreer Ke the he nd 7 


— f u 
4 . 1} ” 1 power 


. = — 1 — ah A 
nal duties is merely imaginary, grounded 
en no principle of juſtice or policy, 
eontradictory to techn, of the Ame 
ricans, whole rfolutions *, afſert.. ibeir 


exemption from all duties nat impoſed' by 
ves; and is treated as an idle 


diftin&ion by Mr. Otis, the choſen 

champion of American priuileges. Tho 
other. maxim, that af forbidding 1 manu 
KiQturcs, fems a. much greater and lefy 
juſtifiable infringement of the rights 
r by the, Americans, - than tho 
mwpoGng on. them a tax for their own 
ai is with diffigulty to be teſalxed 
in $9.20 principle. but at, of power; 
and. mnſt be very uncertain, in ies extent 
and: operation ;.. whereas: chat of the 
fampꝛact is founded in juſtige, and of 

Sain and acknawledged extent and 
phcatian. | 51% ernomſtildetis 
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* che abi America, to raiſe this 
proportion of the ſum neceſſary for their 
oven defence, admits of no doubt; tie 
Preſſure of debt upon them, of Wie- 
8 of 42-Sopulir topic; they Kaye 
fotnewuſe; Was at the ent of the Tour 
not quite 2,600, 0 7: iti is already re- 
duced to about 767,000 J, andthe 
greater part of this will be paid off in 
tro three years by funds providet for 
<_ purpoſe. The whole-fum-expetted 
o be raiſed by the ſtamp-duty was 


. -a year; the irepartition f 


ichis upon 1, 300, doo people, at 'which 
Ae :lweft computation eſtimates the 
preſent inhabitants of that "countty; 
would not draw fromteach perſon more 
-than half the value of a dayes labour in 
America. England has even furniffied 
them with reſources to raife the revenue 
ſhe has required; the hounties given to 
them on two or three artitles alone 
u, enable them to ſupport the n] 
impoſitions; and the increaſe of the 
eſtabliſuments there furniſhes thei 


-with-another fund, which glop | 


51240] 
mord than balance the acobunt part nis 
ſufficient to mention this, foriit id not oh 
this ground that the Americans wiſh to 

ſtand; they do not. plead · poverty, but 
privilege; and have reſted their cauſe, 
not upon their inability to ſupport, hut 

their _— of exemption from an Eng- 
liſh tax. A enten ste _ 


| „ 41% Ws Jock 
0 Ahe manner in n which the xhſipnce 
has been exerted, proves ſtill mne 
ſtrongly the neceſſity of oppoſing it 
With firmneſs. Riots in the capitals of 
the provinces, perſonal. attacks on gur 
vfficers, inſults on. our, gavernment, 

eſe. are.the actions by which they haxe 
Accompanied. and. ſupported thoſe — : 
_Tutions of their aſſemblies, which, diſ- 
| claimed our authority. The miniſtry, | 
partial as they are to the Americans, 
have themſelves acknowledged, that in 
_theſe, gircumſtiances it Would. bs di- 
graceful, and jt is impoſſible to,repeal 
2 act. Read, in the difpatchgs, pf | 


| add ring the zen ts. of Her Prin 
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in wo high 4 tone, this point deter- 
mined. Ile directs the officers 'to! 6. 
preſent to them the dreadſul conjequeritts 
that muſt inevitably attend the jortible 
und violent refſtance to atts of the Britiſh 
parliament. . i 1030344 an 
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Ia. 
He aſſures them that hir Majeſty roms 
not permit his own dignity and the autho- 
rity of the Britiſh legiflature to be trams 
1 on 5 N __ Wee 4 


- Neither 11 his Maiehy Ahne 
mbar, or Bis ſervants adviſe, under hy 
rircumflances, that the reſpect which 4s 
Aut to parlament, and which is netefary 
for 1 rhe F eneral good of the whole Brit! 
pk Henle any where be made "a 1 
"Racrifice 


fo oof and dangerous prejud wy | 
4 = Fi i; | 328, | 


From time of writing theſe letter, 
* diſreſpect to parliament, the vio- 
lent reſiſtanee to acts of the Britiſh leg-- 

llature, and thoſe outrages, by whith 
hey were fapported, have been cori 
Nenn a” the dilgrace three 


*. fore 
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50 the :danger are proportionally. 
encreaſed, and thoſe ſentiments, which. 
then animated him are ſtrengthened too 
it is impoſſible therefore that the miniſ- 
try: can, 1 without. act ing in direct con: 
tradiction to themſelves as well, as ta 
their duty, propoſe that the reſpect due 
to parliament ſhould be made a ſacrifice 
to local and dangerous prejudices. To 
make this ſacrifice will deter both fu- 
ture miniſters from forming any ſchemes | 
for the public utility, which may ex- 
poſe, them to be facrificed to combinay 
tions of private, intereſt, , the clamour of 

multitudes, or the malice, of faction; 
and future officers from e ting acts 
of parliament, for and in that country: 
and will contribute to the ſuccels af the 
deſign which the molt deſperate gf the 
coloniſts have formed 70. mate: Great. 
| Brigain contemptible, by, extorting.a ret 
peal:of an act of parliament during an aer 
tual reſiſtance #9 its execution; à repeal 
which will. either abrogate i in, effect all 
other laws and ſtatutes relating to our 
nN or at Kea , greatly: n 
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the afmeulty of enforcing them, as wa 
ab poſtpone” it to a ſeaſon, when the 
ſtren gth of the colonies as well as their 
claims of independence being augments 
ed, tlie ſituations and diſpofitions too 
6f the other powers of Europe may be 
— wad the conteſt 5 more 
01 — ieh n 18900 Jy 
-JirHaHs 7 and the other arguments, 
which-were drawn from all the great 
aha iſtereſting topics with which the 
TBE bounds; were ſcarcely heard, 
Rr t Was reaſon only which ſpoke : the 
tömült of popular fear expreſſed itſelf 
in louder terms, and was more attended 
2 9 Americans had withdrawn 
Hei commiſſions; ; they threatened- to 
Withkold the payment of their debts; 
tHe Art bf theſe was an illegal and hof 
ile combination to diſtreſs our manu 
factureks, ſtep rather allowable e 
equal when in a ſtate of war, than in 
fubjects who pretend to be in Sander: 
Ale TE was ſuch a breach of private 


Faith ug i not practiſed even in Ame cof 
2 * War 


[na] : 

NE between jealous oat iu 

a es of, them means hieh auld.» 
allyays be in the power of the. eri - 
cans 5 tO Y end and — hereaftzr be te- 
curred 1 to with a an aſſurance of ſucgeſs: 
and et theſe Teaſons, which would. 
hüben made it diſgracęful and unwiſe to 
hive given“ way i in an indifferent matter, 
oßetated ſo ſkrongly on the multitude 
chat they perſwaded them we ought ta: 
recede iti the juſteſt cauſe, and from 
the* ſtrongeſt =; Petitions were 
obtained, the manufacturers excitedy,i 
the: merchants clamorous, th the ER: 
try intereſted and faQtious, 7 xn 
edle their Ewn. | purpoſe es he oat 1 
aflee and the Tad which t 2 1 


raiſed; and the leg Mature, 


with a N 
defcenfon to 'þ r= wrt F 5 520 


leniity to che Cofönfes which de lemar 
therampleſt "vip of gratitude, a 12 | 
obedience; paſſed A « bil for the jon 
ofthe ; m „ \ $83) - 


8 J JG, has a | 


De conduct of the late adningftr 
neg whe ates f PH en 


(1W dll 
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vauthers h ar is time to examine ne 
merits of it With regard to the N 
to- America; and to Great - Britain. 

ſpoikiftig of that adminiſtration, I 3 
be underſtond to ſpeak generally; I do 
not pretend to be informed by what part 
of it the coutiſels were planned; 3 it is 
teren left to them to divide in the 

r proportions that praiſe to which 
public mall think them entituled. 
Icthe i for the n department 
was voly' the hand, I defire to charge 
hin 'only with being the hand; though 
ts the ſtate he is accountable for tha 
plan of thoſe coünſels by. which his dec 
altineng i is conducted: a weight which, 
| he has with x great prudence and caution : 
contrived, i it be poſſible, te ſhift on 
other ſhoulders, by a ſtratagem exactly 
egal with that of a much fatter come: 
mauder, who. pruden tly withdrew when 


he Had Ted bes raggamuſins whey PO 
might be e | 


— 


Ake ft 3 their ND 
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| i a name which ſhould never be mixed 
amid 


E 
amid the tumult of party _ and 
which I mention with reluctance though 
it ĩs to. recall to it that reverence which 
18 its due, and which the behaviour of 
the late adminiſtration has tended fo 
much to diminiſh. It is the great ad- 
vantage which limited and mixed mo- 
narchies have over thoſe of a mort deſ- 
potic caſt, that in them there are ſo 
many intermediate ſubordinate powers 
between the king and his people, that 
the love and reverence, which for the 
public good it is expedient he” mould 
poffeſs, may always be retained to him. 
To this Enid it is neceſſary that the pri- 
vate ſentiments of the: monarch ſhould 
not. be quoted at all; and that thoſe 0 
His FART ſhould be ex preſſed with 4 
moderation and dignity equally removed 
from the vehemence of any patty, that 
he may continue to all the obſect f 
cneratiph. The late adrainiftration 
offended ag A both theſe parts of thei 7 
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belt wauld perhaps be unjuſt to re⸗ 


proach. them with the effeminate, un- 


certain, and even ungrammatival exr: 


preſſions in which they. cloath the ſen- 
— which they. attribute to their 


ſayereign ; ſo different from that plain 


and, natural ſtyl le which ought. to con- 


vey the commands of an Engliſh king ; 
becauſe it is probable that they uſed on 
this occaſion the beſt dees in thee 


ER _” wy WAY 
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51 But they : are. to \ be. told, 175 to th 
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bighty provoked. (ſee. — > Nos 3 


and. 5) is not a proof of their, Engyyz "Y 
Na N the duties of tee ener 


The preſident Monteſquicu, When h I 
tene e this mixing of paſſion Yarn 
the, royal. authority, which. he f 4 ays 
(Liv, Xii, chap. 2 5), ef. un grand geri; 
gut. Heiß ſer mou voir a iſement, & fans bruit 
could. not more exactly have deſcrib bed 
their diſpatches, if he had read ow 
Un min fire malhabile—ne ſcait vous Aire 
e Vous ecrire f ce 7 L que le prince 4ſt 
fachd 


k 8 * * 2 
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miniſters, is to diminiſh his dignity, 


(1) 

Fach?, qu'il eft for, pres, qu une en lor. 
The reaſon of the impropriety ef - this 
kind of ſtyle he had given befere, Dans 
nos monarchies toute la felicitè confefte dans 
Popinion que le peuple a de la douceur du 
gouuernement. The king is the father 
of his people, and he views their errors 
and their crimes with that compaſſion 
with which parents regard the miſcon- 


duct of their children; it is with fes 


luctance that he lifts his hand to punith, 


and it is not the being provoked, it i 


the neceffity of preventing greater evil 12 


ir is juſtice, it is his paternal bare 


his obedient fubjects, which draws fron | ” 


him any mark of correction and chaſtiſe- 
ment.” It is by this character that h 
preſerves the reverence of his 1. ole, 
and therefore to attribute to þ hols 
lietle | paſſions, which may perhaps at 
ſome times agitate the minds of His 


the confidence which his ſubjects Pier 


in him, and the happineſs of his x peop ple. 
This is ſo ſelf- evident that I doubt dot 
the — himſelf will be the firlt to 


acknow- 


A by R -©A N a ct r >. _oo> it NAGY "nx 
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Enowlenge it; and to confeſs tha he 
could: not, without betraying equally 
the truth and his duty, WR bis 
maſtet As 4280 n, _—_ 
But this was not the FO Ns. in 
which they miſrepreſented the ſenti- 
ments of their ſovereign : when they 
were to influence by authority thoſe 
whom popular tumult could not terrify 
to conſent to the repeal of the ſtamp- act, 
they had recourſe to the name of the 
— aſſuring thoſe, Who would hear 
155 N the ——, wiſhed it might 
e aled: The part of honeſt and 
aff ee ſervants Was the very Teri 
verſe of this; ſuppoſing; the meaſure 
itlelf to have been juſt, all mentzon * 
tha wal ſhould have. been ſuppreſſed. 
vull, the ſueceſs of the repeal being wy 
| certained, the wiſhes. which. he ex- 
preſicd for the relief might be held out 
The object of the gratitude of his peo- 
ple; but to quote this authority, and:to. 
rilqae .t thereby this reputation for. the 
promeyen, of I own E -purpoſegy 
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vas a conduct neither ſuggeſted b duty 
to their ſovereign, nor by regard for the 
conſtitution: this reſerve would have 
been neceſſary, had the opinion of the 
— been that whicli they attributed 
to him; but it is certain that they falſi- 
hed as well as. proſtituted the ſentiments 
of the : it is certain, although 
when contradicted on this ſubject by 
thoſe Who could do it with, authority, 
they endeavoured to avoid the diſgrage 
of this contradiction by an expedient bor- 
rowed from their only ſchool of. buſi- 
neſs, thoſe clubs of gaming in which 
gentlemen do not truſt the unwritten 
words, of gentlemen, and demanded. in 
Writing, the words of their ſovergigaae 
lis words were the genuine digtates 
of his wiſdom and love for his people; 
careful. of the ſafety of all his, ſubjects, 
he wiſhed to unite them all. by the 
bands of mutual ſupport, and by. a 
; community , of. duties. as, Well as of 
rights. They can claim no merit to- 
War kids the crown, who by their artifices 


5 
ayes the execution of that royal 
wail! but muſt with terror lock for- 
ward to that hour, for it will come; 
When Auguſtus, grieved with the re- 
membrance of the only loſs which can 
obſcure the glories of his ſucceſsful 
reign, ſhall demand from them a reſti- 
tution, not of a province, but of an 
empire more extenſive than that of 
Rome; not of three legions, but of 
whole nations of en | 
4103 8 
Azur ey best however to deſerve at 
deaſt the thanks of the Americans, 
whole preſent intereſts they have pro- 
*moted, and of whoſe privileges they 
are the avowed patrons; and yet there 
are many reaſons which may induce 
thoſe who are'beſt' acquainted with the 
true intereſts of that country, to think 
That they have not been ſerved by the 
late project of emancipation. If it is 
true, as it has hitherto been pretty 
generally thought, that the good of each 
part is inſeparable from that of the 
| Whole, their intereſts are involved in 
os 5 38 thoie 
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thoſe of the whole empire, and chop 
muſt: eme ply: burt fo _ argc 
audmptians. en en nl ts. quit on 
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If it is the nd of ag Grain 
* ſuch various and diſcordant materials, 
to be attempered, guided, encouraged, 
or reſtrained by their common parent; 
the being ſet looſe from that tie, and 
encouraged to reject the authority af 
that parent, will have. material ang 
immediate ill conſequences. It is true, 
that the Americans, under the ſhade and 
| protection of Great-Britain, have made 
rapid advances in population, com- 
merce and wealth; but are they ſuffl- 
ciently ſtrong to- flouriſh without her 
gare ; or to ſupport, J will not ſay her 
reſentment, but her neglect? The 
provinces on the American continent 
have been ſo divided in principles, iſen- 
timents and manners; ſo jealous of the 
| progreſs of each other in firength;>com- 
merce and riches, that they have er 
been unable to form an union equal to 


their own gefencg. hein frontiers! on 
both 


T0] 
boch fides are-extenfive;/ and therefoi 
eaftly;attacked ; they haye no fortreſſes, 
no ſhips of force, no marine of their 
own ; but muſt depend upon the Eng- 
Ih navy to keep at a diſtance from 
them thoſe :dangers which they are una- 
ble to repell: the Indian nations, re- 
duced as they are, are ſtill formidable 
to them; it was by the Engliſh arms 
that their inroads ſince the peace have 
peen checked and prevented; thoſe 
arms of the expence of which the colo- 
Niſts have refuſed: to pay any proportion: 
and yet they may again want the pro- 
tection of that government which they 
_ have rejected; and they may call too 
Jate for the efforts of that warmth of 


daffection, which ſuch a partial exemp- 


tion tends to aka from them. 12197 
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It 1 too to nales from cherte this 
A acdien, from which they have fe- 
-geived ſuch advantages, that they have 


been repreſented to have ſome peculiar 


-chaimgs to a freedom which they Pur- 
25 by peculiar fortitude; a repre- 


ſentation 


„„ 
ſentation which is moſt untrue. We 
have been told, that having fled to thut 
coumtry ſrom our oppreſſion, their migras. 
tion to America, as it argued in them 
2 love; ſo it gave them a title to free 
dom ſuperior to that of their fellow 
ſubjects who remained in England. But 
to eſteem the Americans our brethren; 
and to wiſh that they may deſerve and 
poſſeſs all the ſweets of civil and elit 
gious liberty, which Great-Britain en- 
joys, does not make us forget that theß 
received theſe bleſſings from England, 
and depend on her for the continuande of 
them. The truth of the latter af theſe 
propoſitions is obvious; the proof 6f 
the former would be eaſy but invidious; 
for the hiſtory of theſe colonies is not 
involved in that cloud of fable which 
hangs over and aggrandizes the origin 
of more antient nations: it word not 
be difficult to give a detail of the eſta- 
bliſhment of each; and it would appear 
from that detail that there are few of 
them wo could claim any hereditary 
n pO g privileges. Of the patridt 

coloniſts 


tout 
anda of New-York it is fo far from 
being true that hey fled from our oppreſs 
ien, or grew by our neglect, that they 
were Dutch ſubjeqs acquired by our 
arms, and received, by a formal ceſſion 
from Holland in 1667, into our protec- 
tion. Of the Virginians, whoſe reſo- 
Iutions were the alarum-bell to rebel- 
lion, and who have been eſteemed the 
great patrons of. American privileges, 
it may be ſaid with truth, that all the 
inhabitants of that colony did not re- 
tire thither from motives of religion and 
virtue; and that ſome of them at leaſt 
were removed to that place, not by the 
oppreſſion but the mercy of the govern- 
ment of England. Nor is this peculiar 
to. the colony of Virginia, for I find in 
one of the American newſpapers, dated 
Boſton, September 2, 1765, that one 
of thoie patriots who had been the moſt 
active in forcing from Mr. Johnſon a 
reſignation. of his ſtamp-office was a 
foreigner (by which name I ſuppoſe 
. they do not yet deſcribe an Engliſhman) 
a had been tranſported from England 


to 
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ta deprive thema * wr þ 


Fr] 


to America. Such a detail would be 


dit mila fetufn for all thoſe n1dHs of 
Wglect, vonteriipt; and inſult on Great- 
tam, keith which the witkings bf fiat 
mtey haeb abdunded; it Wift hs 
ever be more temperate on! y"ts tay; 
that-admitting-that to be true of all the 
colonies; which ie perhaps true only ef 
dhe ſctilers of them tetired thither" td 
enjoy that liberty of which u thonarch 
of arbitrary principles was endentburing 


is due to thoſ who fied from the'dan 


Sr. (thaigts: choſt ehe had tte cous 


rageeta abid et. Ix their flight argued" 
inſthem a lobe ef freedom, their coun+ 
tchuzen vb romdined in England hews | 
egbysiheir actiens an equal love of it, 


ſepported with mbre reſolution and 


ſiizcels z they took arms to oppoſe the 


tranny. from Which the others fledi 

averted it by the eivil war, und ab- | 
liſhed it by the revolution, In theſe 
—— ae SA6ESTERE 

dw o hazardous EWnferprizes, undertaken | 
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for:the- tauſe of liberty, the colonies ? 

Ie ARE Sf YE. tees wi Pagklk” + 
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Irtunes of the mother-country's..uhe 
patripts of which diffuſed the advantages 
oi th ; ſycels to the infant colonies 
1 dier cir ſettlement z and the coloniſts 
hy glore have neither hen any penu⸗ 
br Aitschm 
any of thoſe. ſuperior elaims to freedom, 

| which have been ſo invidiouſly and 
falſely made in their behalf; but o] ͥ＋́ 
every, branch of the liberties of Engliſh+- 


men t to the community of rights, which 


they are entitled to as long as they re-: 
hf in, that ſubjection to England, to 
ch. 1 they are bpupd by tha, tias of, 
grande Juſtice, and intereſt. In fact 
rights to Which they have a juſt 


EXE 


_ claim, are rendered precarious by placing 
em gn, the ground, on which ſoma 
of, thein imprudent advocates in England! 
015 concurred with ſome of. 0 ae | 


ſemhlieg to place een. Th x E 


: prote ted 
jechz of the realm by the ſame power 


T Which 


8 part; they followed in both ths 


ent, nor can be entitled to 


ui 
4. 


e | 
The. franghiſes, Wy Qreat-ritain! a a 
0 ang preſeryed for all the ſub⸗ | 
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thority : the cauſe therefore of the CO= 
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which defined and obtained them; for 


it was not by the flight of a few Ply 


mouth adventurers, but by the coura 
and conſtancy of the people of England 
that the freedom of our conſtitution \ was 
defended : the bill of rights, the aft of 


ſettlement, on which all our liberties 


depend, are not the reſolutions of an 
aſſembly « of coloniſts, but the acts of 
an Engliſh parliament. As our liber- 
ties were eſtabliſhed, ſo they : are Nil | 


protected by the legiſlature” of © Great- 


Britain it is as claimants under this 


title, and ſubjects to this power, that the 


Americans have ever enjoyed and ſtill : 
enjoy them; a claim and title which 
cannot exiſt in thoſe who reject its au- 
loniſts and their rights, are betrayed by 
thoſe who withdraw their dependence 


from the ſupreme legiſlature, and teach 


them to reſt upon the precarious and 


feeble Lupport of a un rn aſſembly. 2 


"The Americans hdd owe it to the 
contivance and encouragement of the 


lan 


Ws 1 

Kan mii niſtry, | that their people have 
been blooded with the prey of ſedition; 
that they have been taught to obtain 
fupport by other means than induftry, 
and privileges by other means than obe- 
dience ; but whether the exciting and ” 
fewarding this temper will conduce to 
- happineſs of that continent, either 
n the ſeveral provinces, or conſidered 
7 a common empire, is to be referred 
to the judgment of the. wiſe and loyal 
of the coloniſts: 272 judgment which 
they have already expreſicd ; for all the 
Americans are not to be involved in 
Boe accuſations of diſobedience, which 


Jin 


ave been proved on ſome. There have 


1. 


ever been among them men of wiſdom 


and moderation, well acquainted with 
and attached t. to the conſtitution, of thei eir 


country 4 and though ſome. of thele, 
driven as exiles to Great-Britain, are 
neglected i in that kingdom for the cauſe 
of which. they ſuffer; there are yet 
many others, who wait only, Eg the 
firſt gult of Popular tempeſt i 1s palt „to 


401 | 
Ae) 2 | avow 
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avow their 
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men ele dice bog AA o03 
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In tru! 1 e Americans in general are:: 


0 biuc: 


let guilty than they may at Srit-fight- 
be thought ; : the defire gf p reſent ; caſe- 
is the common feeling of man, and the. 
bolk of the people are 0 entirely wrd 


2 


an inſtance of their ſubmitting; to im- 
poſts, however effential. to their in- 
tereſts or even to their ſalety, from any 

motives but thoſe of neceſſity. The 

Americans exerted only on a ſimilar oc 


caſion the fame Rl which pl eB 


the eytler counties to tumult and almodt.. : 


tonrebelliofr: "theſe counties are not in⸗ 
: #4 11 . $345 a 
vidibuſſy m 


d; for there is not, 
it is probable, any part of our domi- 


9 


nions, ecely any county 1 in n Engl and, L 


which, of government in in it had been ſa; 

neglected and relaxed, Tiots ſo encou- 
raged,' and "rebellion ſo unchecked, 
would not have expreſſed a an equal aver- 
fion to the obnoꝶidus burthen of taxes... 
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In N wee o this ; kind, f 1 


OBE 
ty ff 


| | 1 ug als , wOor7E I 
is nathrap to pity; while we co 


condemn. 
the unthinking and miſguided people: ; 
þut on thoſe who could behold the hiſt | 


rifing of Akne American Metin withohr 


Can S 


edeg attempting to ſuppreſs it, cqu 1d 
ge it firefigth by ſuch a conduct a, 
implied a robation; ; and, that they⸗ 
might blaſt their predeceſſors in office, 
contribute to raiſe a tempeſt which was. 
to lay the colonies _ Waſte, and tear 
America from England; on theſe our 
indignation muſt be poured | .ypmixed ; 


11 oy may w well Expect that the dan 


wil "Bring on. them the. eee 
refroaches of thoſe of che coloniſts-whes: 


* 28 


e their duty NC their intereſtini 4 


1d vas SidegoTe 21 IL 
A howgver the late. Adminifirationi: 
have the Juſteſt title .to thoſe. honoumtw 
arid natack” which ſome. of the Ames 
ricans haye loyally admitted their ſoves:: 
reign to ſhare with the E. of Ces 
from England they have no elaim to 
approbatjon : i in that oppoſition 0 
W N Which they bo unwiſely raiſed 


. petween 


% 
betete the members and the 1 Lead, 
every merit towards America, isa int 
to ow Oy. 3 
vy hen it became a queſtion, whether 
the colonies ſhould be called upon 10 
4 juſt and moderite contribution towards 
their own defence ; or that this ſhould 
be thiown, in addition to their 24693 
burthens, on the inhabitants of Great- ” 
Brit tain; to ſurrender our juſt rights, 
and to endeavour to force a deciſion ct 
| this queſtion in favour of America, by 
ar the arts of intrigue and faction, can- 
not merit the thanks of the people 
whoſe intereſts they ſurrendered. The 
other meaſures propoſed by that miniſtry 
Jo nat immediately belong to this ſub- 
ee, and..I obſerve in this place, that 
th conſiſted of exemptions from com- 
mercial reſtraints, relaxations of the 
| act, of navigation, remiſſions of duties, 
all favourable to the colonies, and diſ- 
Ivantageoys to Great-Britain, only as 
| a Proof that the having introduced a a 
rivelity between them, and preferred 
America, 


1 


: Americg,cannot entitle them ty Wu | 


faxi rity it in England. _ 
. It N indeed have been e 
whe to haye e from the Fe 


„ 


= have been abſurd to have way 
at they would hazard a breath of that 


popular air, which they were gathering 


with ſo much induſtry to fill their fail, | 


I 


for the ſake of a diſtant and public be- 


* 


nefit : but nothing of this — neceſ- 


fry ; they had ſucceeded a miniſter ſuch 


as they could wiſh, one who had been 
weak 'enough to ſubject himſelf vr 
2h, real oppoſition, and more abuſe; be 
for the ſake of the fate ; who (ems to 
oded 


have retained the uſeleſs and exp 
idea of a common weal, a public: zntere 


T9 this | man even experience had Foe. | 


given prudence ; ; and, though h ſenſible 


that from purſuing a plan of | Engliſh 


policy abroad, and of economy : and 


im rovement at home, he had reaped 


only the e of havin 15 n 


Us: 


| 148 f 
Ris duty „Wiitle Mr. Pitt hit a aquired 

| popularity by adopting the moſt exp ens 
five German meaſures, and im 55 fn ng 
the moſt ſevere taxes to ſupport dem ; 
yet his obſtinacy had made bim hardily 
oppoſe himſelf to the whole torrent 
which private intereſt and faction would 


hot fail to pour on his head. He had 


done this merely that he might form 


and cement a laſting plan of policy, 
might unite the colonies by the firmeſt 
bands of dependence on Gxeat- Britain, 
attemper their ſeveral intereſts, and lay 
the foundation of indiffoluble union, and 
öf andreaſing ſtrength and riches for 
diſtant _ [2.2 

by. a was ka Aar che miniſters who 


rY 
_ 


ſuceeeded him ' ſhould deſpiſe this anti- . 


quated policy; ſo different from their 
owu, and deride thoſe ſentiments which 


could give birth to it; but they would | 
have done well to have profitted by it * 
and after having thrown all che abuſe. 5 
they were able on tlie miniſter who, 


planned ie, at — to have retained 
ä > thoſe 


2 ad ww cnk tub * Oi: Mii ogd% AWE 


[149] 
thoſe advantages which he had given ig 
Great: Britain. Unhappily they ems : 
braced the oppoſite ſyſtem, and to blaſt, 
if it were . poſſible, the reputation of 
one miniſter, whom they envied and 
feared.; to ſecure an union with another, 
by whom they were deſpiſed; and to 
attain. that degree of popularity, which 
the. intereſted followers of ſome intereſt- 
ed iradefs. could beſtow, they propoſed 
| the en of that act, the execution of 
which, \ ipod. Endpavhured to rn 
impoſl 15 lere 1 lese F 19 * J371 


2 15, £0000 oidytohihei 16 fre 

be ſucceſs of. one ol theſe. . 
£ public has already ſeen in the per. 
miſſion, which thoſe of the late miniſ- 
ty. WhO. had molt. actively promoted 
it meaſure, have received from Jordi 


— "LS 


C: TIA to. continue in Ohe: that: 
of. the "other. two purpoſes: ſeems leis; 
within their reach; for, though while: 


the : PEN of... the WR were heated 


«sf? Y 


Greaville was the Hora of, — 
TH | U it 


, 
1 * 17 
„ % = 
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Q 150 1 * 
it is not poſſible. that the ot 
ſhould laſt; the clamours of mob, apd 
the miſtepreſentations of faction will _ 
ſubſide ; 3. the taxes which, have been re- 
moved from American and muſt, be laid 
on Engliſh property will be felt; and 
the partiality. of; the in poſition, add 


weight to the load ; 5 4 time is comin 
when it ſhall be remembered to, his 
honour (and it ſhall ſcarcely be beliencd 
that in Great-Britazn it could be a re- 
proach to him) that he was the firſt 
who propoſed to ſecure by, J juſt and 858 
derate ties the allegiance « of thoſe colo lo- 
mi es,; Which with ſo much expence we 
had Planted,. protected, and enlarged; 
ho when eyery, branch. of our trade. 
every. neceſfatyſof life was tared ig Eng- 
ven do zits. utmoſt FATANGY , Toe 
quired, from; America, forme, xeturn for 
that ſupports; which we, had fo liberally 
"given, ſome tribute for that, wealth, 
+Which, we. hag, poured into her doſors, 
- We aid towards maintaining, her in 


e Arie. which we had O deadly 
2 aſed ; and 3 the artifices 


of 


[151] 
* faction had divided che intereſts, of 
the leyeral Parts of our | Ermpire,, and 
| truſt to 940 hopes of popularity and 
power, and became Americans; re- 
ane an Engliſhman. 9 TT 


a, 


The temporary and bought bea of 5 


that adminiſtration muſt ſubſide alſo, 
and they will receive from their coun- 
trymen that cenſure which they have 
Þ well merited. But I leave them to 
the good or evil fame which awaits 
them, for the object of this pamphlet 
was not the applauſe or cenſure of any 


| Tet of men, or the mere cantention of 


parties: : it was undertaken with A bet- 
iter and honeſter view, with the hops, 
that if a plain ſtate of the facts telatiffg 
to the ſtamp- act, ſupported by uche 
tic vouchers, was laid before the püp- 
Tic, it might prove to thoſe who Hive 
been guided by names 5 inſtead of reals, 
have been milled by falſs aſſertions; or 
have acted from fear rather than Jadg- 
ducut, the neceſſity of vatreadin the 


1 
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falſe ſteps: which have bockotakbeiocaf 
memoting better meaſures, and Keuxs; 
ing. While yet it is poſſible to:fecure;; 
hs only remaining hope of Britain. It 
V better to aſſert than to prove:that.-it 
is from the union and dependence of | 
the colonies that we are to feek for our 
Hafety it is time therefore: to return 
to meaſures undertaken upon public 
grounds and permanent principles; what 
thoſe are, the peruſal of this tract may 
in ſome degree have ſuggeſted; and Ff 
any ſenator fhould condeſcend to turn ĩt 

_ overs he may perhaps, by the evidence 
it contains, be prepared to heart himfeſf 
addreſſed by his confſtituents in ſonie 
bucht N * Win I 115 28 nod: 


e — * 7 1 e 


7 2 
"= 1 


When 1 ne to you 1 FOE 17 | 
| nen and the power of granting 
ſome part ofmy property fer the ſervices 
:of.1the.,; tate, I entruſted it in con- 
fidenge that this, power: would. Never 
: bezyſed; b ut on Aire; calls: of ;;negeffity, 
and, would ever be ; exerciſed with 
: juſtice, The- charactor-of .:p legiſlator 
. the ſtricteſt· attention to that 
general 


[ts H 
| good which ariſes from ſabjedt-: 
ing ther ſeveral intereſts of the landed 
and commercial parts of the ſtate to 
one common end; and à mind tos 
ſteady to be diverted from the purſuit 
of this end either by hopes or fears, by 
authority or by tumult. If it was wiſe 


or prudent to relax for a time the ſprings 


of government; to give opportunity to 


. 


an inflamed and mifguided people to re- 


turn to their allegiance; that time has 
been given: The ſtamp act was repealed 
on the motives of condeſcention to 
- mercantile intereſts. and fears, and to 
popular viclences; , that hour of tumult 
1s: paſſed 22 if -lenity to the coloniſts! Was 
then neceſſary, juſtice to England ow 


claims its turn: Sacrifice no longer the. 


unblienable rights of ſupreme j Juri Jatkrion 
20 the' new and illegal claims of provincial 
iemblier; but if the! Americanb En 
che privileges, let them participate in 
: ſottte degree of the burthens of their 
. fellow ſubjects. If their ability could 
habe Hee n doubted before, the admitti- 


eträtion e in 1763 encreaſtd it 
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by encouraging their cultivation and 
Commerce ; they have received more 
immediate advantages, at the Expence 
61 England, from the miniſtry which d 
followed: If there could be any doubt 
whether theſe favoured children would 
be reclaimed to obedience by conceſſions, 
that doubt is removed. They would 
not expreſs that encroaching gratitude, 
Which is contaĩned in their addreſſes, 
if the object were only the repeal of a 
particular and light duty ; it is plain that 
the underſtand 1 the conduct of England 
to be an acknowlegement of. the right 
which they claim, of Ang, themlelves. 


Their t. temper is ſtill more Phiniy 
proved by the indignation they expreſs 
at the claim of England to ſovereignty, 
230 at the bare mention of Tequiring chem 
do repair the damages, for the inſults 
are irreparable, which the officers of 
England ove loffered IO hands. i 


Ji» 8141 
2 


5 


The laft andttrongel reef RIG Dom 
their conduet; Py. it hs ertain-that in 


1 


S — 


b . 
che town Ly Boſton, the executic on i of the 
cuſtom-houſe laws is now actually ſuſ⸗ 
pended, and ſeizures of ſmuggled la 
prevented. by open force in deſpite, of 
the government of Great Britain. Now 
then at length call on them for an aid : 
in ome Troportion to their ability; ; and 
oblige t em to confeſs, not in words, 
but by obedience, the authority of En- 
gland. Relieve me from that appearance 
of partiality which doubles the weight of 
: every bürthen Which you impoſe ; 3 and 
while every neceſſary of life 1 1S taxed to 
its utmoſt bearing, do not deprive. me 
of the melancholy cofiſolation which 1 


equally 1 laid on all my, ellen We r Subjects. 


5f 99019 
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Aal to taxes. as ” they arp the 


11 2 


purc rchaſe ol p peace and Pitch do 9f 
while ye you receive. the. price, withold the 
reward: 1 nor encourage every ſpecies. af 
outrage tending to the diſſolution of ſo- 
cicty by grantingthoſeexemptions td re- 
bezug, which. you refuſe to Shediem 
At tumult can extort the repeal of a duty 


to 


1 156 ] = 
to be levied chiefly on the rich, while: 
uieſcence is repaid by an additional 
A perpetual . land eee 1 
will vou not. excite. the. inſurrections 
i which y you reward; and diſcourage. that 
. fubmiſſion which is, thus made to bear 
more than its own burthen ? at leaſt do 
not treat- with more tenderneſs your 
emancipated_ and rebellious ooloniſts, 
than thoſe of - your countrymen, who 
have perhaps. been. encouraged in tumult. 
by American ſuccels. . = the poor. Ens 
lin peaſant; driven into a. temporary 
inſutrection by-the, whip. of that ſevereſt 
maſter Want, is taughtt to exgect condign 
puniſoment and Speedy juſtices, and calls. 
forth the vigour and vigilagee of governs 
ment, let the wanton Americans form- 
ing ea Sond] plan of obſtinate tebel- 
tion on occaſion of Aa tax 3 
and which would almoſt have been. uns; 


felt, awaken other ſentiments than tho N 


of dhe ng Huch FF OTE 
5 Toimpoſ EDT Sn 1855 33 me 8 
| "the. Publig 
A ne. K-24 5 2. we dos 2 
n e I 5 burthen 
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a yy 17 1 5 tha 
burthen which they ought t to bear ſeize 


wid £ 


Se you at kberty to employ-in this | 


ſervice, whatever force may be neceſſary . 


for it; and while the infirm and dil- 
jointed ſtate of the provinces renders a b 
ſmall force equal to the work; an op- 
portunity which may ſoon paſs, and the 
neglect of which muſt be fatal to the 
very ſafety of Great Britain. Other miſ- 
fortunes may be repaired or borne, the 
loſs of battles or of cities may be re- 
deemed or compenſated in more proſ- 
perous hours; but if you ſuffer this im- 
portanthour to paſs unimproved,it is loſt 
for ever: The Americans will add to 
confidence in their claims, ſtrength to 
ſupport them; they will turn our fa- 
vors to them into reaſons of reſiſtance, 
and refuſe to receive any longer our 
manufactures, which are become ex- 
penſive by being loaded with taxes im- 
poſed for their proteckion 3 they will 
ceaſe to be de Colonies of England, and 
we ſhall have more than doubled the 
burthen of our national debt in a war 
undertaken for their defence, and the 

A ſucceſſes 


[1158 J 
ſucceſſes -of WHich were all: directed ta 
theit advantage, to enable them to pour . 
che benefits of their trade into the bo- 
ſom of our commercial rivals. The 5 
| declaratory law aſſerting: the power of 
Great Britain to tax the Americans, Will. 
hold forth only. a delufrue- ond. nugatory. 
r. rmance of the right of the legiſlature of. 
this Ling dom, if not followed by ſome 
bill which ſhall, exert 5 The ſurrender , 
of ſo unalienable A juriſdiction, when this, 
ſurrender might, and certainly; i in Ame-, 
rica would be attributed in ſuch a MOthves,, 2 
demands a ſubſequent. vigour andfirm- 


, 24+ 1 


nes; if now, when time for recol- 
le ion has been given, you neglect toi 


* LEES 
4 


purſue. thoſe. meaſures, which, juſtice: 
ayd neceſſity demand from vou; and ta 
| which. duty, g ratitude and intereſt ought, 
80 ſecure obedience from them, the 
whole. new world. ceaſes | for. Ter to hs 


IIe 


eifel to your authority. 
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nainotivesbut thoſe of juſtice;your? inte- 
reſt is united to your duty; andyou can- 
not without departing from both give any 
ſupport to a ' mipiſter capable of ſuch 
a conduct. If the public ſee with 
regret the power of government in the 
hands of lord Cm, it is from the dread 
not ſo much even of his continental, as 

of his colonial fyſtem: It was from the 
commetee of the American part of our 
dominions-thatthofe reſources were to be 
drawn, which his extravagance have ren- 
dered ſo neceſſary. But to continue every 
ſpecies of profuſion, and, by throwing 
wantonly his penſions into every open 
hand, to load the preſent revenue; while 
by emancipating the colonies he prevents 
even future improvements, is at once to 
divide the river of our wealth *till it is 
loft in a:thouſand private channels, and 
to cut off its communication from that 

ſpring, by which it ſhoald he ſupplied: 
We had leſs to fear from the inability 
of ihe laſt, than from the deſperate raſh- 
nels of the preſent ſtateſman; ; if the 
former connived at the” coloniſts with- 
drawing themſelves from our dominion, 
> 2 - "ns 


bythe: tinkiaity and Wes of thoſe who 
dit not venture to deny our right to the 
dominion.of that country, can we hope 
to recover itunder his guidance, who is 
Amit: the only man in England who ven- 
tures: 1o5affert it owes us n ſubjection. | 
Hrboett in this hour of danger, when 
vigour and firmneſs are neceſſary to re- 
elaim the colonies to our obedience, 
you ſee a junto formed of the miniſter 
8 has taught them to deſpiſe our au- 

| thority, joined to:the peer who declares 
they-are exempted from our dominion, 
you will not be fatisfied with an unactive 
pity for your country; but will exert” 
your beſt abilities to vindicate her rights, | 
and provide for her ſecurity ; and to 
oppoſe by every conſtitutions] method, 
miniſters who are convicted of having 
facrificed to their jealouſy, reſentment, 
ambition, and intereſt, the ſafety of our 
officers, the dignity of our ſtate, the 
ſtability of our commerce, and the . 
of our Legidlature. - 
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- ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Reader will find, in this Ar- 
PENDIX, ſome Chaſms left, and 
ſome ſlight Alterations made, to prevent 
the Writers being diſcovered : Theſe 
will be readily excuſed, when this Rea- 
ſon is known, which I chuſe to give in 
the Words of an American Correſpon- 
dent, in his Better dated Nov. 2, 1765. 
1 ſhall communicate Things as they happen, 
although it is at the Riſque of my Life ; for 
the Party, by their Tools, frequently give 
out, that if they knew the Man that would 
fo far afjiſt Great-Britain, as to inform 
againſt any Man, in this or any other Pro- 
vince, he ſhould not live many Hours. 
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| eſty's\ Commands to 

DD gracious ani 

tionvof ydur conduct. His majeſty and 

his) ſer vants are ſatisſibd, that the preci- 


pitate reſolutions you ſent: home: did mot 


take their nſe from any remiſſneſs or in- 
attention in you; nor is his Majeſty at 
all inclined to ſuppoſe, that any inſtance 
of diffidence or diſſatisfaction could be 
founded in the general inclination of his 
antient and loyal Colony of Virginia; 
- 1 the 
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the nature of the thing and your repre- 
ſentations induce a perſuaſion, that thoſe 
ill- adviſed reſolutions owed their birth 
to the violence of ſome individuals, who 
taking the advantage of a thin aſſembly, 
ſo far prevailed, as to publiſh their own 
unformed opinions to the world as the 
ſentiments of the Colony. But his Ma- 
jeſty, Sir, will not, by the prevalence of 
a few men, at a certain moment, be per- 
ſuaded to change the opinion, or leſſen 
the confidence, he has always entertained 
of the Colony of Virginia; which has 
always experienced the protection of the 
Crown. His Majeſty's ſervants, there- 
fore, with entire reliance on your pru- 


dence, and on the virtue and wiſdom of 


the Colony entruſted to your care, per- 
fuade themſelves, that when a full aſſem- 
bly ſhall calmly and maturely deliberate 
upon thoſe reſolutions, they will ſee, and 
be themſelves alarmed at, the dangerous 
tendency and miſchievous conſequences 
which they might be productive of, both 
to the Mother Country and the Colonies, 
which are the equal objects of his Ma- 
jeſty's parental care; and whoſe mutual 
| | happineſs | 


APPENDIX. in 


happineſs and proſperity certainly require 
a confidential reliance of the Colonies 
upon the Mother Country. 

Upon theſe principles, Sir, and upon 
your prudent management, and a proper 
repreſentation to the wiſe and ſober part 
of the people, how earneſt his Majeſty 
is to extend the happy influence of his 
fatherly care over every part of his do- 
minions, it is expected that a full aſſem- 
bly will form very different reſolutions, 
ſuch as may cement that union, which 
alone can eſtabliſn the ſafety and pro- 
ſperity of the Colonies and the Mother 
Country, 
4s there is no intention in the Crown 

to attempt, nor in the King's ſervants to 
adviſe, any incroachments on the real 
rights and liberties of any part of his 
Majeſty's ſubjects; ſo neither will his 
Majeſty undoubtedly ſubmit, or his ſer- 
voants adviſe, under any circumſtances, 
that the reſpect which is due to parlia- 
ment, and which is neceſſary for the ge- 
neral good of the whole Britiſh empire, 
ſhould any where be made a ſacrifice to 

local and dangerous prejudices. 
41 As 


Ar NX. 
the nature of the thing and your repre- 
ſentations induce a perſuaſion, that thoſe 
ill- adviſed reſolutions owed their birth 
to the violence of ſome individuals, who 
taking the advantage of a thin aſſembly, 
ſo far prevailed, as to publiſh their own _ 
unformed opinions to the world as the 
fentiments of the Colony. But his Ma- 
jeſty, Sir, will not, by the prevalence of 
a few men, at a certain moment, be per- 
ſuaded to change the opinion, or leſſen 
the confidence, he has always entertained 
of the Colony of Virginia; which has 
always experienced the protection of the 
Crown. His Majeſty's ſervants, there- 
fore, with entire reliance on your pru- 
dence, and on the virtue and wiſdom of 
the Colony entruſted to your care, per- 
fuade themſelves, that when a fall aſſem- 
bly ſhall calmly and maturely deliberate 
upon thoſe reſolutions, they will ſee, and 
be themſelves alarmed at, the dangerous 
tendency and miſchievous conſequences 
which they might be productive of, both 
to the Mother Country and the Colonies, 
which are the equal objects of his Ma- 
jeſty's parental care; and whoſe mutual 
| happineſs 
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happineſs and proſperity certainly require 


a confidential reliance of the Colonies 


upon the Mother Country. 
| Upon theſe principles, Sir, and upon 
your prudent management, and a proper 


repreſentation to the wiſe and ſober part 
of the people, how earneſt his Majeſty 
is to extend the happy influence of his 


fatherly care over every part of his do- 
minions, it is expected that a full aſſem- 
bly will form very different reſolutions, 
| ſuch as may cement that union, which 
alone can eſtabliſh the ſafety and pro- 
ſperity of the Colonies and the Mother 
Country. 

As there is no intention in the Crown 
to attempt, nor in the King's ſervants to 
adviſe, any incroachments on the real 
rights and liberties of any part of his 
Majeſty's ſubjects; ſo neither will his 

Majeſty undoubtedly ſubmit, or his ſer- 
voants adviſe, under any circumſtances, 
that the reſpect which is due to parlia- 
ment, and which is neceſſary for the ge- 
neral good of the whole Britiſh empire, 
ſhould any where be made a ſacrifice to 
local and dangerous prejudices. 
| "A 2 == 


ANI. 

As this important matter is, however, 
now before his Majeſty's privy council, 
as well as the other conſideration of the 
dangerous riot and mutinous behaviour 
of the people on the frontiers, I. ſhall not 
pretend to give any advice or inſtructions on 
theſe ſubjefs ; not doubting, but you will 
ſoon have the fulleſt from the wiſdom 
of that Board, in all thoſe things, in 
which, by your laſt accounts, the moſt 
eſſential intereſts of the Colony are ſo 
deeply concerned. a 

You will therefore, in the mean 8 
be very attentive, by every prudent mea- 
ſure in your power, at once to maintain 
the juſt rights of the Britiſh government, 
and to preſerve the peace and tranquillity 
of the Provinces committed to your care. 
Hhut as theſe appear to me matters of 
government fit for his Majeſty's more 
immediate notice, and information, I 
muſt beg you will not fail to tranſmit to 
me ſuch occurrences, from time to time, 
on theſe heads, as you may deem of im- 
portance in the light I mention. 
Lam, &.. | 
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Extrad? of a LETTER from Mr. 8— 
C Y, to Major-General GAG E. 
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ö 
T is with the grenteſt concern, that his 


Majeſty 1 learns the diſturbances which 


 Odter 24, 176 * 


have ariſen in ſome of the North Ame- = 


rican Colonies : theſe events will proba- 
bly create application to you, in which 
the utmoſt exertion of your prudence 
may be neceſſary; ſo as juſtly to temper. 
your conduct between that caution and 
_ coolneſs, which the delicacy of ſuch a ſi- 
tuation may demand on one hand, and 
the vigour neceſſary to ſuppreſs outrage 
and violence on the other. It is impoſ- 
ſible, at this diſtance, to affiſt you by 
any particular or poſitive inſtruction, be- 
cauſe you will find yourſelf neceſſarily 
obliged to take your reſolution as parti- 
cular circumſtances and emergencies may 
require. 
It is hoped, and expected, that this 
want of confidence in the juſtice and 
tenderneſs 


nnr K. 
tenderneſs of the Mother Country, and 
this open reſiſtance to its authority, can 
only have found place among the lower 
and more ignorant of the people. The 
better and wiſer part of the Colonies will 
know, that decency and ſubmiſſion may 
prevail, not only to redreſs grievances, 
but to obtain grace and favour, while the 
outrage of a public violence can expect 
nothing but ſeverity and chaſtiſement. 
You, and all his Majeſty's ſervants, from 
a ſenſe of your duty to, and love of, your 


Country, will endeavour to excite and 


encourage theſe ſentiments. 

If, by lenient and perſuafrve methods, you 
can contribute to reſtore that peace and 
tranquillity to the Provinces, on which 
their welfare and happineſs depend, you 
will do a moſt acceptable and eſſential 
ſervice to your Country: but having taken 
every flep which the utmoſt prudence and le- 
nity can dictate, in compaſſion to the folly 
and ignorance of ſome miſguided peo- 
ple, you will not, on the other hand, 
where your aſſiſtance may be wanted to 
ſtrengthen the hands of government, fail 
to concur in every proper meaſure for 

| its 
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its ſupport, by ſuch a timely exertion of 
force, as may be neceſſary to repel acts 
of outrage and violence, and to provide 
for the maintenance of peace and good 
order in the provinces. 


8 
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_ Copy 22 LeTTER from Mr. $——v 


C- v, t Governor BERNARD. 


October 24, 1765. 
SIR), 


OUR letters af. ht 15th, 16th, 
22d, and 311t of Auguſt, have been 
received ; the three former not till yeſ- 
terday. 
It is with the greateſt concern Kid Ma- 
jeſty learns the diſturbances which have 
lately ariſen in your Province, the general 
confuſion that ſeems to reign there, and 
the total languor and want of energy, in 
your government, to exert itſelf with any 
dignity or efficacy, for the ſuppreſſion of 
tumults, which ſeem to ſtrike at the 
very being of all * and ſubordi- 


nation 


an 


Vit, 


"nies wilt k 
Ain way prevail, not only to redreſs 


Eno | 


With the greate! 
the refaſat of Foie Enel to call wy 
the aid öf any regular force to the ſup- 
pitt the eben Wap at's time 

hen, it ſeems, you had reaſon to think, 
Were Was no other power capable of 


| om for the OE bg: —— the 


rovince. l en nennt 


Nothing can, Senate b 
adviſed and intemperate ond 
E party in your Province, which can in 
no way contribute to the removal of any 
real grievance they might labour under, 
but may tend to obſtruct and impede the 
exertion of his Majeſty's benevolent at- 
tention to the eaſe and comfort, as well 
as the welfare, of all his people. 
It is hoped, and expected. that this 
in of confidence in the juſtice and 
tenderneſs of the Mother Country, and 
this open reſiſtance to its authority, can 
only have found place among the lower 
and more ignorant of the people; the 
better and more wiſe part of the Colo- 
ow, that decency” and ſub- 


. | hb 
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grievances, but to obtain grace * 
vour, while the outrage of a public vio- 
lence can. expect nothing but ſeverity and 
chaſtiſement. Theſe ſentiments, you, 
and all his Majeſty s ſervants, from a 
ſenſe. of your duty to, and love of, your 
Country, will endeayour to excite and 
encourage : you will all, in a particular 
manner, call upon them not to render 
their caſe deſperate; you will, in the 
ſtrongeſt colours, repreſent to them the 
dreadful conſequences that muſt inevita- 
bly. attend the forcible. and violent re- 
ſiſtance to acts of the Britiſh parliament, 
and the ſcene of miſery and diſtraction 


to both Countries, inſeparable from ſuch 


a conduct. 


6 5 lenient and perſuaſive methods, 


vou can contribute to reſtore that peace 
and tranquillity to the Provinces, on 
which their welfare and happineſs de- 
pend, you will do a moſt acceptable and 
eſſential ſervice to your Country but 


having taken every ſtep which the ut- 


moſt prudence and lenity can dictate, in 
| compaiyon. to the folly and ignorance af 
| 0 _ ſome 


art Woo ener Ai 


ere ———— 
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d people, yon will not, on 
the other band, fail to uſe your utmoſt 
power for repelling all acts of outrage 
and violence, and to provide for the 


maintenance of peace and good order 


in the Province, by ſuch a timely exer- 
tion of force, as the occaſion may re- 
quires for, which purpoſe, you will 
make the proper applications to general 
Gage, or lord Colvil, commanders of 


his Majeſty's land and naval forces in 


America: for however unwillingly his 
Majeſty may conſent to the exertion of 
ſuch powers as may endanger the ſafety 
of a ſingle ſubject, yet can he not permit 


his own dignity, and the authority of 
the Britiſh Legiſlature, to be trampled 


on by force and violence, and in avowed 
contempt of all order, Gy and de- 


2229 


een 18 


17 the abet 16 8 FA „ 
in what manner legally. and, conſtitu- 
tionally to apply for relief: but it is not 
ſuitablay.,cither to the ſafety or dignity 
of the Brits REmpire, that any indivi- 
| the Peetenee of; redreſſing 


grievances» | 


APPENDY Fx 


8 


. 2 


7.8. The 4600 which e carries this will 
Do - {"Earry orders to lord Colvy, and to 

ithe governor of Nova- Scotn, to 
* bend to your aſſiſtauce any force 
which may be thought neceſſary 
from thence, and which that Proz 
9 vince can nN e ee 
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T is with the greateſt concern, Hae 
- his Majeſty" learas the diſturbances 
which have ariſen in ſome of the North 
American Colonies : if this, evil ſhoald 
ſpread to the Government —. where 


er preſide, the utmoſt exertion' of your 
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pitilence/will/ be neceflary;"ſo a5 juſtly: 


to temper your conduct between that 
eaution and coolneſe which tlie delicacy 
of ſuch a ſituation may demand, on the 


one hand, and the vigour neceſſary to 


ſuppreſs outrage and violence, on the 
other. It is impoſſible, at this diſtance, 
to aſſiſt you, by any particular or poſitive 
inſtruction; becauſe you will find your - 
ſelf neceſſarily obliged to take your reſo- 
lution, as particular Tn __ 
emergencies may requiree. 

His Majeſty, and the ſervants he * 
nours with his confidence, cannot but 
lament the ill - adviſed intemperance 
ſhewn already in ſome of the Provinces, 
by taking up a conduct, which can i in no 
way conttibute to the removal of any 
real grievance they might labour under, 
hut may tend to obſtruct and impede the 
exertion of his Majeſty's ee eee 
and attention to the eaſe aud comfort, as 
well as the welfare, of all his people. 

It is hoped and expected, that this 
want of confidence in the juſtice and 
tenderneſs of the Mother Country, and 


this open reſiſtance to its authority, can 
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only have found place among the lower 
and more ignorant of the people. The 
better and viſer part of the Colonies 
will know, that deceney and ſubmiſſion 
may prevail, not only to redreſs grie- 
vances, but to obtain grace and favour, 
while the outrage of a public violence 
can expect nothing but ſeverity and cha- 
ſtiſement. Theſe ſentiments you, and 
all his Majeſty's ſervants, from a ſenſe 
of your duty to, and love of, your Coun- 
try, will — $0 excite, and en. 
courage. aa 961-99 r Si 
Tou will all, in a ina manner, 
call upon them not to render their caſe 
deſperate. You will, in the ſtrongeſt 
colours, repreſent to them the dreadful 
conſequences that muſt inevitably attend 
the forcible and violent reſiſtance to acts 
of the Britiſh Parliament, and the ſcene 
of miſery and calamity to themſelves, 
and of mutual weakneſs and diſtraction 
to both Countries, . from ſuch: 
a conduct. 
If. by lenient and a e 4 
ydu can contribute to reſtore that peace 


_ Ste: to the: Provinces,” on 
which 
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which their welfare and Mappineſd Arn 
end, you will do a moſt acceptable-and 
_ effential ſervice to Four Count 7: but 
having taken every ſtep which the utmoſt 
prudence and lenity can dictate, if comms 
paſſion to the folly and ignoranee of 
ſome miſguided people, you will hot, on 
the other hand, fail to uſe your utmoſt 
power, for repelling all acts of outrage 
and violence, and to provide for the 
maintenance of pedce and good order in 
the Province, by ſuch a timely exertion 
of force as the occaſion may require 
for which purpoſe, you will make the 
proper applications to general Gage, or 
lord Colville, commanders. of his Ma- 
Jefty's Iand and naval forces in America. 
For however unwillingly his Majeſty 
may Conſent to the exertion of ſuch 
powers as may. endanger the ſafety of a 
ſingle ſubject; yet can he not permit his 
own dignity, and the authority of the 
Britiſh Legiſlature, to be trampled on by 
force and violence, and in avowed con- 
tempt of all order, duty and decorum. 
If the ſubje& is aggrieved, he knows 
in what manner legally and conſtitu- 
W tionally 


APPENDIX. av 
tionally. to apply for relief; but it is not 


write either to the n or dignity 


3 under the pretence of redrefling 


grievances, ſhould preſume to violate wy 


TO deres, * 
E 1 Am, Fog £14. 1 2 
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You will probably receive application 
1 from governor Bernard, to ſend him 
part of the force which may be with- 
in your government. Lord Colville 


has command, to tranſport them; and 


you - will be very attentive, that the 
1 , public ſervice ſhould ſuffer no impe- 


diment from any delay j in Jou, when 


. 


ſuch application is is made. 
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Eura 74 LerTER 7 — .. 8 —Y 
hte, fo Major-General, Glos, #4 


December 15. So es. 
_ 1 R, | 


Ia. the favour of your Wen of the 
1 4th, '$th, and gth of November laſt, 


by which I learn, with the utmoſt con- 


cern, the diſordered ſtate of the Province 


where you reſide, and the very riotous 


and outrageous behaviour of too r 
of the inhabitants. 

I did not fail to lay your dllpatithes, 
together with thoſe of lieutenant - gover- 
nor Colden, before his Majeſty, who, 
though highly provoked by ſuch an in- 


ſult offered to his governor there, is 
however pleaſed to hear, that matters 
were not puſhed to ſuch extremity, as 


might have coſt the lives of many of his 
ſubjects, and perhaps have tended, as 
you ſeem apprehenſive, to the great de- 
triment, if not ruin, of the town of 
New-York; particularly if the fort had 
fired on that inſolent and infatuated mob 
which 
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which ſo provokingly apiece. The 
temper ſhewn, as well by lieutenant- 
governor Colden, as by the officers there, 
is highly to be commended. His Ma- 
jeſty is willing to ſuppoſe, that both 
yourſelf and governor Colden have acted 
on principles of duty to his ſervice, in 
the advice and reſolution formed to put 
the ſtampt paper into the hands of the 
magiſtrates of N ew- Vork; which, how- 
ever, unleſs the neceſſity for it appeared 
very preſling, muſt certainly be looked 
upon as a ſtep greatly humiliating and 
derogating to his Majeſty's government. 
If the poſt was not tenable, or the 
papers inſecure there, it ſhould ſeem 
much preferable to have put them on 
board the mar. of war, as was propoſed : 
nor does there appear any good reaſon, 
why captain Kennedy refuſed to take 
them. It is difficult, at this diſtance, te 
judge with the ſame propriety of the 
. conduct, to be held on occaſions of ſuch 
difficulty and importance, as on the ſpot. 
Had the perſonal ſafety of thoſe in the 
fort alone been conſidered, I am per- | | 
. fuaded, there would not have been a #1 
4. C. _ moment's 
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moment's: heſitation: about the defence 
of ait, againſt any attack hit: might 

raſhly have been attempted-::norican his 
Majeſty ſuppoſe any want of reſolution 


for his ſervice, in thoſe who have, in 
their different ſtations, given ſo many 
proofs of their regard toit. It ſhould” 


otherwiſe. ſeem, that the reality of the 


mobs being atmed and prepared for an 


actual attack, ſhould have been well aſ- 
certained n the n were gion: 


up. e git: 
The Rep yo you — 3 bt to 7% 


in drawing, together ſuch: forces: as their 


ſituation allowed, was: certainly prudent; 


and could not be too ſoon determined, 


on any poſitive grounds, to ſuſpect an 


inſurrection; and eſpecially in regard to 
the ſecuring his Majeſtyis ſtores, a cir- 


cumnſtance which will ſtill demand your 
greateſt attention; and particularly thoſe 
arms, - which. may be ſeized by n 


for their own. mutinous purpoſes. 


Vour ſituation is certainly delicate amd) 
diffcult, it requires both prudence and 


firmneſs in the conduct of all employed 


in his 
K 3 


N 0 ſervice there; eſpecially, 
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conſidering what you ſay of the difficul 


ty, or rather impoſſibility, of drawin > 
any conſiderable number of men toge - 


tempting any thing by force, in the pre- 


ſent diſpoſition of the * Rede a 
reſpectable body of troops. 


Lou ſeem to think there are nil 8 
chat as the ſpirits of thoſe unhappy pso- L 
ple have time to cool, there will be more 
ſubmiſſion ſhewn; you will not fail, 1 


am perſuaded, in your ſtation, to avail 


yourſelf of every favourable ſymptom for 
the improvement of ſuch favourable diſ- 
poſitions, any more than to exert your- 
ſelf, where the neceſſity of the caſe may 


require, in ſupport of the honour of go- 


vernment, and for ſuppreſfſing any riotous 
or rebellious reſiſtance offered to the 


laws, or thoſe magiſtrates ane 1 ue 
execution of them. 


- hope my former 8 are come e ale 
as they will have conveyed to you bis Majeſiy's * 


ſentiments and commands fun your n 
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December E. 65. 


i doth 


'T 3-08 « 


of November by major James, and 
that of the th of the ſame month by 
the pacquet, with the minutes of the 
— of New- Vork, from the Ziſt of 
October to the 6th of November, &c.— 


1 Have . your letter of the 5th 


From your laſt letter, I have hopes that 
time, will produce a recollection, which 


may lead. theſe unhappy people back to a 
ſenſe of their duty; and that, i in the 
mean time, every proper and practicable 


meaſure will be taken to awe that licen- 


tious ſpirit, which has hurried them to 
thoſe acts of outrage and violence, equally 


dangerous to the ſober and well-diſpoſed 


part of the people, the eaſe and quiet of 


the city, and ſubverſive of all order and 


2 88 11 18. them. 


Sir 


Sir Henry Moore will certainly be ar- 
rived before this reaches you; it is ex- 
pected, therefore, Sir, from your know- 
ledge of the country and people, that 
you ſhould inform the new governor of 
every thing neceſſary for his knowledge, 
as well reſpecting the ſtate of things, as 

the characters and diſpoſitions of men 

in that country. He will ſee that, b 7 

his inſtructions, he is empowered to ſu 
pend members of the council, and offi 
cers of the law, who ſhall appear to de- 
ſire it; being, in that caſe, only obli ed 
to ſend home immediately the real 
and cauſes of ſuch ſuſpenſion. It is not 
improbable, that ſuch times as theſe 
may require the exerciſe of that power: 
as it is not doubted the governor will uſe 
it with diſcretion, ſo it is expected he 
ſhould not want firmneſs to uſe it boldly, 
whenever it may ſeem uſeful to the King's 8 
ſervice and the public peace, 
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Copy of the RBsOLUTIONS. of the Hweſe 


of Burgeſſes in Virginia, in cn 


of a Motion made (May 29, \x765,) 15 


take into Confederation the late 7 7 a 
e Hug «jor e i 


Reſto, 6 the. firſt Cas | 


1 and ſettlers of this his Ma- 
jeſty⸗ 8 Colony and Dotninion of Virginia 
brought with them, and tranſmitted to 
cheir poſterity,” and all other his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects ſince inhabiting in od 
his Majeſty's ſaid Colony, all the liber- : 
ties, privileges, franchiſes. and i immuni- 


ties, that have at any time been held 
and enjoyed, and g 


of Great Britsin. %% ll no 


LES. 


Reſolued, That, 7 two royal es 
granted by king James I. the Colonies 


aforeſaid are declared entitled to all li- 
berties, privileges and immunities of 


denizens and natural ſubjects, to all in- 
tents and Purpoſes, as if they had been 


* 8 


7 * 
0 ®* 
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J abiding and born within the realm of 
f England. 

Reſolved, That che taxation of the 
people, by themſelves, or by perſons 
choſen by themſelves to repreſent them, 
who can only know what taxes the peo- 

| ple are able to bear, or the eaſieſt me- 
F thod of raiſing them, and muſt them 
| ſelves be affected by every tax hid on 

the people, is the only ſecurity againſt a 

burthenfome taxation, and the diſtin- 
guiſhing characteriſtic of Britiſh free- 

dom, without which the antient conſti- | 
tution cannot exiſt. 

-Reſelved, That his Majeſty” s liege peo- 
ple of this his moſt antient and loyal 
Colony have, without interruption, en- | 

joyed the ineſtimable right of being go- | 
| verned by ſuch laws, teſpecting their in- 
1 ternal polity and taxation, as are derived 

. from their own conſent, with the ap- 
probation of their ſovereign, or his ſub- 
ſtitutes, and that the Game hath been 
conſtantly recognized by the TINS: and 5 
1 ha rode dane 8 5 
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Copy of a Repreſentation of the Lords Com- 
miſſianers for Trade and Plantations, 
touching the Proceedings and Reſolutions 
F the Houſe of Repreſentatives of Maſ- 
ſachuſet's Bay, with reſpect to the Act 
| _ levying a Duty upon. Stamps in A- 
merica, and to other Acts of the Peri 
ment of Great Britain. 


To the KIN G's Moſt Excellent ase. 


May it pleaſe your Nagy, 1 
HE Houſe of Repreſentatives. of 
> your Majeſty's Province of Maſſa- 
chuſet's Bay having, laſt year, printed 
and publiſhed, in the journals of their 
proceedings, a letter from a Committee 


of that Houſe: to- their Agent here; in 
which letter the acts and reſolutions of 
the Parliament of Great-Britain were 
treated with the moſt indecent diſreſpect, 
and principles tending te to a denial of the 
right 
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right of Parliament to levy taxes upon 
your Majeſty's ſubjects in the Colonies, 
were openly avowed ;: out predeceſſors in 
office thought it their duty to tranſmit 
this tranſaction to your Majeſty's conſi- 
deration, to the end that ſuch directions 
might be given, as the nature and im- 
portance of the matter ſhould appear to 
requite, 5 
Since this, and a the patling the 
act of Parliament for- levying a ſtamp 
duty in America, the grounds of which 
act gave riſe to the reflexions contained 
in the above-mentioned letter, the ſame 
ſpirit that dictated the ſentiments it ex- 
preſſes, has appeared throughout the 
whole proceedings of the 1 Houſe of 
Repreſentatives. = 
| *Vpon the election of confines, who, 
by the conſtitution of this Colony, are 
annually choſen by the Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives, the ſtrongeſt endeavours were 
uſed to preclude your Majeſty's ſecretary 
of ſtate, who has always been a member 
of the council from his ſeat at that 
Board; and this, as your Majeſty's go- 
vernor repreſents, if hy on account of 
| d „„ 
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his having teceived an appointment (uns 
ſolicited): to be à diſtributor of the 
ſtamps: and the motion made in that 
Houſe, to diſcontinue the annuab ſalary 
allowed for the ſupport of your Majeſty's 
governor, upon which proceeding we 
havecthis day made a ſeparate 1 
tion te your Majeſty, ſeems Io 

riſen from the ſame motive. —_ 
i Theſe, however, being only pes 
of individuals in the community, would 
not either have required or deſerved your 
Majeſty's attention, in the light in which 
we view them; but it further appears, 
from the journals of the Houſe of Re- 
preſentatives in their laſt ſeſſion, that 
this Aſſembly, having thought fit; to make 
the propriety and expedrency. of the ſtump- 
act, and of oiher adts of parliumtent, a ſub- 
_ Jed? of: open queſtion and diſcuſſton, catne to 
ſeveral reſolutions and proceedings there- 
upon, which they kept ſecret till the laſt 
Gay of their ſeſſion, when they publiſhed 
them in their printed journals Then 
follow; the reſolutions Then the Board 
of Trade proceeds thus: The object of 
the reſolutions and proceedings of the 
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Houſe 'of | Repreſentatives of | Maſſachuſet's 
Bay, is to recommend to, and induce, 
the reſt of your Majeſty's Colonies in 
America, to join in à general congreſs. of 
committees from the ſeveral aſſemblies,” in- 
dependent of the. other branches of the legi- 
Aature, and without any previous applica- 
ton-to:your Majeſty, io confider and deli- 
berate upon the acts of the parliament of 
this kingdom. As this appears to us to 
be the firſt inſtance of a general congreſs, 
appointed by the Aſſemblies of the Co- 
lonies without the authority of the 
Crown; a meaſure which we conceive 
of dangerous tendency in itſelf, and more 
eſpecially ſo, When taken for the pur- 
poſes expreſſed in the above - mentioned 
reſolution, and connected with the ſpirit 
that has appeared throughout the whole 
conduct of this particular Aﬀ/embly we 
therefore think it our indiſpenſſble duty 

to ſuhmĩt this matter to your Majeſty's 
conſideration, for ſuch directiens as your 
Majeſty, with the advice of your Coun- 
cil, may think ee 1 expedicht"ty 
give thereupon. 

All which is moſt bumbly ſubmitted, Ke. 
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Copy. of 4 Repreſentati 01 from the Board of 
Trade, with ſeveral Papers tranſmitted, 
relative to the outrageous Behav Our of 
the, People at the Town of Boſton, in 
Oppoſition fo the Stamp- Duty AA. Dated 5 
ber 10, os Fo. : 


av o 


7 9 th K I N 2 Mott Excelletit i Maj 


May 2 pleaſe your Able 


IN CE our humble repreſentation 


to your Majeſty of the iſt inſt. in. 


conſequence of ſome alarming proceed- 
Ings of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, in 


the Province of Maffachuſet's Bay, we 
have received letters from ——;, giving 
an account of a riot of a moſt dangerous 
tendency, which had ariſen in the town 
of Boſton, and which, directing its fury 

againſt the houſes and perſons of the 


lieutenant-governor, and other principal 


officers of government, continued with 
repeated acts of extraordinary violence, 
from the 15th, of . to the 26th of 

the 


the ſame month; at which period the 
tumult ſeemed K rather than 
allay de. ? 
1 Whatever light theſe diſturbances 
may be viewed, Whether in reſpect of 
the avowed object, which the perpetra- 
tors and abettors of them declare to be 
2 general reſolution, to oppoſe and Pre- 
vent the execution of a an act of the Par- 
liament of Great-Britain, or in reſpect 
of the ſtate of government and magi- 
ſtracy there, which repreſents | to 
be utterly incapable of reſiſting or ſup- 
preſſing theſe tumults and diſorders, they 
ſeem to us of ſuch high. importance, that 
we loſe no time in laying the letters and 
Papers, relating thereunto before your 
Majeſty, that your Majeſty may direct 
ſuch, meaſures, to be. purſued, as your 
Majeſty, with the advice of your Coun- 
cil, ſhall think, moſt ne 0 5 
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METS Ne- Lert, Sept, 23» 1565. 
THE refalves. of the Aſſembly of 
Virginia, which you will have 
cem gave the ſignal for a general out- 
cry over the Continent; and though I 
do not find, that the Aſſembly of any 
other Province has yet come to reſolu- 
tions of the ſame tendency, they have 
been applauded as the protectors and aſ- 
ſertors of American liberty: and all per- 
ſons excited and encouraged by writings 
in the public papers, and ſpeeches, with- 
out any reſerve, to oppoſe the execu- 
tion of the act: the general ſcheme 
concerted throughout ſeems to have 
been, firſt, by menace or force, to oblige 
the ſtamp officers to reſign their em- 
ployments, in. which. they have generally 
ſucceeded ; and next, to deſtroy the 
ſtampt papers upon their arrival; that, 


having no ſtamps, neceſſity might be an 


naving 


excuſe 


— = 
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excuſe for the diſpatch of buſineſs with- 
out them; and that, before they could 
be replaced, the clamour and outcry of 
the people, with addreſſes and remon- 
ſtrances from the Aſſemblies, might pro- 
cure a repeal of the act. The populace 
of Bon took the lead in the riots, and 
by an aſſault upon the houſe of the ſtamp 
officer, forced him to a reſignation. The 
little turbulent Colony of Rhode Iſlanu 
raiſed their mob likewiſe; who were 
not content only to force a promĩſe from 
the perſon appointed to diſtribute the 
ſtamps, that he would not act in that 
employment, but alſo aſſaulted and de- 
ſroyet:the houſes and furniture of Meſſ. 
Howard and Moffatt, and obliged them 
to fly for ſufety on board a ſhip of war: 
the firſt, à lawyer of reputation, "bad. 
worote in defence” of the rights 0 of -the Par- 
liament of Great. Britain to lay taxes upon 
the Colonies; the other a phyſician, who 
had ſuppotted the ſame in his cdnverſa-" 
tions. The neighbouring Provinces ſeem- 
ed inclined to follow theſe exam ples, i 
but were prevented by the almoſt AR 
ral ow ama} of the far "officers. 
The 
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The Boſton mob, raiſed firſt by che im 
ſtigation of many of the principal inha- 
bitants, allured by plunder, roſe ſhortly 

after of their own accord; attacked, 
robbed, and deſtroyed ſeveral houſes, 

and amongſt others, that of the Lieute- 

nant-governor, and only ſpared the G- 
vernor s, becauſe his effects had been re- 
moved. People then began to be terri- 
fied at the ſpirit they had raiſed; to per- 
ceive that popular fury was not to be 
guided, and each individual feared he 
might be the next victim to their rapa- 
city. The ſame fears ſpread through the 
other Provinces, and there has been as 
much pains taken ſince, to prevent inſurrec- 
tions of the people, as before lo excite them. 
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Extradt of 4 State of the Province, con- 
tained in a Letter to Mr. C>—xY, 
dated, Dec. 13, 1765. 


HE gentlemen of the law make the 
ſecond claſs, in which are properly 

included both the bench and the bar; 
both 
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both of them act on the ſame principles, 
and are of the moſt anne 

in the policy of the Province. 
The merehants make the third claſs; 
many ef them have ſuddenly roſe from the 
loweſt rank of the peeple to confiderable 


fortunes, and chiefly in the laſt war, by il- 


ticit trade; they u! hor every limitation of 
trade and duties, and therefore gladly go 
into every meaſure, en they * 70 
have trade frec. 
Tho gentlemen of the law, both the 
_ judges, and the principal practitioners at 
the bar, are either owners, or ſtrongly 
connected in family intereſt with the 
proprietors in general.— The gentlemen. 
of the law, ſome years fince, entered 
into an affociation, with intention, a- 
mong other things, to aſſume the direc- 
tion of government upon them, by the 
_ influence they had in the aſſembly ; 
gained by their family connections, and 
by the profeſſion of the law, whereby 
they are unavoidably in the ſecrets of 
many families. Many court their friend- 
ſhip, and all dread their hatred ; by theſe 
means, though few of them are mem- 
| 54" bers, 
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bers, they rule the Houſe of the Aſſem- 
bly, in all matters of importance; the 
greateſt number of the aſſembly being 
common farmers, who know little of 
men and things, and are eaſily deluded 
and ſeduced. 
Huy this aſſociation, united in intereſt 
and family connections with the pro- 
prietors of the great tracts, a domination 
of lawyers Was formed in this Province, 
which, ſor ſome years paſt, has been 
too ſtrong for the executive powers of 
government. —hHeſides what is before re- * 
lated, it is neceſſary to obſerve, that, 
ſeveral years paſt, the Aſſembly grants 
the ſupport of power only from year to 
year; they increaſe and leſſen the ſala - 
ries of all the officers at their pleaſure; 
and the bill paſſed in the Houſe of Aſw 
ſembly (the author means the Houſe of 
Commons) in the laſt ſeſſions of par- 
liament, laying internal taxes on the Co- 
lony, and paying all the offioers of go- 
vernment, as it is ſuggeſted they may 
intend to do, will deſtroy the great and 
undue influence, which the Aſſembly 
has gained over the adminiſtration, to 
1 | "me. 
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the great prejudice of his Majeſty's pre- 
a rogative in the Colonies; and it 1s chiefly 

for tlus reaſon that the popular leaders ſo 
wiolentlyi oppoſe the at for laying a Stamp 
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Edie of a LETTER 70 the Lorps s 
| TRADE, dated Aug. 15, 1766. 


ESTERDAY morning. at break of 
day, was diſcovered hanging upon 
a tree, in a ſtreet in the town, an effigy, 
with inſcriptions, ſhewing, that it was 
intended to repreſent Mr. Oliver the ſe- 
cretary, who had lately accepted the of- 
fice of Stamp Diſtributor. Some of the 
neighbours offered to take it down, but 
they were given to know, that would 
not be permitted, Many gentiemen, 
eſpecially ſome of the council, treated 
it as a boyiſh ſport, that did not deſerve 
the notice of the Governor and Council. 
However, the Lieutenant-governor, as 
chief juſtice, directed the Sheriff to or- 
ex” e 
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der his efficera to take down- the eig pe 5 


and a Council was appointed to meet in 


the afternoon, to conſider what ſhould 


be done, if the Sheriff 's officers were 
obſtructed in removing the effig . 

Beſore the Council met, the Sheriff 
reported, that his officers had endea- 
voured to take down the effigy, but could 
not do it without imminent danger of 


their lives, The Council met, repre- 


ſented this tranſaction as the beginning 
of much greater commotions, and de- 
ſired their advice what ſhould be done 


upon this., occaſion. - A majority of the 


Council. ſpoke i in form againſt doing any 
thing; but upon very different princi- 


ples: ſome ſaid it was a trifling buſineſs, 


which, if let alone, would ſubſide! of 
itſelf; FW but if taken notice of, would be- 
come a ſerious. affair. Others ſaid, that 
it Was a ſerious affair already: that it 
was a, preconcerted buſineſs, in which 
the greateſt part, of the town was en- 
gaged: that there wag no force to op- 
poſe it, and making an oppoſition to it, 
without a power to ſupport the oppoſi- 


tion, would p enllame the People. 
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and be a means of extending the mif- 


chief to perſons not at preſent the ob- 


jects of it.— The Sheriff was ordered to 


aſſemble the peace officers, and preſerve 
the peace; a matter of form, i than 


real ſignificance. 

It now grew dark; e th mob, 
which had been gathering all the after- 
noon, came down to the Town- houſe, 
bringing 'the effigy with them ; and, 
knowing that they were ſitting in the 
Council-chamber, they gave three huz- 
zas, by way of defiance, and paſſed on. 
From thence they went to a new build- 
ng, lately erected by Mr. Oliver to let 
out for ſhops, and not quite finiſhed : 
this they called the Stamp-office, and 
pulled it down to the ground in five 
minutes. From thence they went to 
Mr. Oliver's houſe, before which they 
beheaded the effigy, and broke all the 
windows next the ſtreet. Then they 
carried the effigy to Fort Hill, near Mr. 
Oliver's houſe, where they burnt the 
effigy in a bonfire, made of the timber 


they had pulled down from the building. 
Mr. Oliver had removed his family from 


his 
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his houſe; and remained himfelf with 2 
few friends, when the mob eee 
Attack te houſe, yootoTg 7 2you yu 
Mr. Oliver was prevailed upon to re- 
tire, and his friends kept poſſeſſion of 
the houſe: the mob finding the door 
barricaded, broke down the whole fence 
of the garden towards Fort Hill; and 
coming on, beat all the doors and win- 
dows of the garden front, and entered 
the houſe, the gentlemen there retiring. 
As ſoon as they had got poſſeſſion, they 
ſearched about for Mr. Oliver, declaring 
they would kill him. d inding that he 
had left the houſe, a party ſet out to 
ſearch two neighbouring houſes, in one 
of which Mr. Oliver was; but, happily, 
they were diverted from this purſuit by 
2 gentleman telling them, that Mr. Oli- 
ver was gone with the Governor to the 
Caſtle; otherwiſe he would certainly 
have been murthered. After eleven 
o cloek, the mob ſeeming to grow quiet, 
the Lieutenant-governor, Chief Juſtice, 
and the Sheriff, ventured to go to Mr. 
Oliver's houſe, to endeavour to perſuade 
them to diſperſe; as ſoon as they began 
o 
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to ſpeak, a ringleader cried; out, The 
Governor and the Sheriff, to your arms, 
my boys;“ preſently after, a volley of 
ſtones followed, and the two gentlemen 
narrowly eſcaped, through favour of the 
night, not without ſome bruiſes. I 
ſhould have mentioned before, that a 
written order was ſent to the Colonel of 
the regiment of militia, to beat an a- 
larm: he anſwered, that it would ſignify 
nothing, for, as ſoon as the drum was 
heard, the drummer would be knocked 
down, and the drum broke: he added, 
that probably all the drummers of the 
regiment were in the mob. Nothing 
more being to be done, the mob were 
left to diſperſe at their oα/n time, which 
they did about twelve o clock. Whilſt: 
IJ am writing, I faw a bonfire burning 
on Fort Hill, by which I underſtand the 
mob is up, and probably doing miſchief; 
Lſhall therefore diſcontinue. this letter 
till. I can receive information of has f is. 
done * ge 101199003 arms}. 1 a0 
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1* tn * of yeſterday, ſeveral 
gentlemen applied to Mr. Oliver, to 
aduiſe him to make a public declaration, 
that he would reſign the office, and ne- 
ver act in it; without which they ſaid 
his houſe would be immediately deſtroy- 
ed, and his life in continual danger: 
upon which he was obliged to authorize 
forme gentlemen to declare in public, 
that he would immediately apply for 
leave to reſign, aud would not act in the: 
office (as indeed it wasimpoſhble for him 
to or wat, bo n ene en 

wh tay % 
F< Come. now to purſue; the, ſubject af 
my letter, dated the 15th; and 16th. 
S is difficult to; conceive. the 
fury, which at preſent; poſſeſſes the peo 
ple of Boſton, of all orders and degrees. 
of men: if a gentleman, in common 
converſation, fignifies his diſapprobation 
of this inſurrection, his perſon is im- 
mediately 1 in danger. A gentleman ha- 
ving faid, that, notwithſtanding. what 
| was 
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was paſſed, he would accept of the 
ſtamp-· office, 2 day was fixed for pulling 
down his houſe; it was prevented nof 
without! difficulty. Another gentleman 
having mentioned his expectation, that 
ſome regular forces would be ſent into 


caſſion to prevent his being mobbed. A 
Miniſter of the church of England ha- 
ving, in his ſermon, obliquely condemned 
theſe proceedings, has been threatened 
with the reſentment of the People; On 
the other hand, a Miniſter of one of 
the principal meetings told Mr. Oliver, 
that though he was ſorry this miſchief 
had fell upon him, yet it was a very 
proper and neceſſary 1 and he 

quite approved of it. Another congre4 
gational Miniſter, '' well known b). y his 
late polemical writings, has; as I rin 
been told by ſeveral petſons, juſtifled this 
ptoceeding in his ſermon, and prayed? 
for its ſucceſs :- but there are congrega-" 
tional Miniſters, I doubt not, (and T 
know ſome) who condemũ it, but they 
dare not ſpeak out, which is the cafe of 
un one Ho does not ap pre ve of it. 
; "> 1 
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would not willingly aggravate matters, 

but I really fear much worſe is to come 
than is paſſed: the Sheriff of this coun- 
ty, a prudent and reſolute man, has told 
me, that he was applied to by ſome 
friends, who would have perſuaded him 
to ſreſign his office, for it would ſoon 

become dangerous for a civil offioer to 
appear; and that both his deputies at 
Boſton had applied to reſign. The firſt 
of November is appointed for a grand 
jubilee; when, 1 ſuppoſe, there will be 
much miſchief done, and vengeance 
wrecked — 1 

to 0 1811 (11. 
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am obliged to continue the ſubject of 
my laſt letters of the th and r6th, 
and of the 22d inſt. the diſorders of the 
tbwyn having been carried to much greater 
lengths than what I have informed your 
botdibipsioffl 1£ % bas ibn 
After the demolition of Mr. Oliver's 
houſe was found ſo practicable and eaſy, 
that the government was obliged to look 


5 on, 


5 AP PE N DAX. alt 


on, without being ahleitd tabs any one 
ſtep to prevent it, and the principal peo- 
ple of the town publicly avowed and: 
juſtified the act, the mob, both great 
and ſinall, became highly elated, and 
all kinds of ill-humours were ſet on 
foot: every thing that, for years paſt, 
had been the cauſe of any popular diſ- 
content, was revived; and private re- 
ſentments againſt perſons in office 
worked themſelves in, and endeavoured 
to exert themſelves under the maſk of 
the public cauſe. E 
On Monday, Auguſt ah . Was 
ſome ſmall rumour, that miſchief would 
be done that night ; but it was in gene- 
ral diſregarded... Towards evening, ſome 
boys began to light a bonfire before the 
Town-houſe, which is an uſual ſignal 
for a mob. Before it was quite dark, a 
great company of people gathered toge- 
ther, crying, Liberty and Property; which 
is their uſual notice of their intention to 
plunder and pull down an houſe. They 
went firſt to Mr. Paxton's houſe, who 
is marſhal of the Court of Admiralty, 
and furvepat: of the port; and finding 
Tk before 
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before it the oer of the houſe. (Mr. 
Paxton being only a tenant) he aſſured 
them, that Mr. Paxton had quitted the 
| houſe with his beſt effects, and that the 
houſe was his; that he had never in- 
jured them, and finally, invited them to 
go to the tavern. and drink à barrel of 
punch: the offer was accepted, and ſo 
that houſe was ſaved. As ſoon as they 
had drank the punch, they went to the 
houſe of Mr. 8 torey, regiſter · deputy of 
the Admiralty, broke into it, and broke 
it all to- pieces, and took out all the 
books and papers, among which were 
all the records of the Court of Admi- 
ralty, and carried them to the bonfire, 
and there burnt them: they alſo looked 
about ſor him with an intention to kill 
him. From thence they went to Mr. | 
FioHowel's, comptroller of the Cuſtoms, 
broke into bis houſe, and deſtroyed and 
carried off every thing of value, with 
about thirty pounds, ſterling, in caſh. 
This houſe was lately built by himſelf, 
and fitted and furniſhed: with great ele- 
gance. But the ne miſchief . _ 


was to come. 


The 
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1 The Lieutenant - governor had: been 
apprized, that there was an evil ſpirit 
gone forth againſt him; but, being con- 
fcious that he had not in the leaſt de- 
ſerved to be made a party, in regard to 
the Stamp- act or the Cuſtom-houſe, he 
reſted in full ſecurity that the mob would 
not attack him; and he was at ſupper 
with his family when he received advice 
that the mob was coming to him. He 
immediately ſent away his children, and 
determined to ſtay in the houſe himſelf: 
but, happily, his eldeſt daughter return- 
ed, 'and declared ſhe would not ſtir from 
the houſe, unleſs he went with her; by 
which means ſhe got him away, which 
was undoubtedly the occaſion of ſaving 
his life. For, as ſoon as the mob had 
got into the houſe, with a moſt irrefiſt= 
able fury, they immediately looked about 
for him, to murder him, and even made 
diligent enquiry whither he was gone. 
They went to work with a rage ſcarce 
to be exemplified by the moſt ſavage 
people. Every thing moveable was de- 
ſtroyed in the moſt minute manner, ex- 
* ſuch things of value as were worth 
carrying 
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catrying off; among which were near 
1000 l. ſterling, in ſpecie, beſides a great 
quantity of family plate, & . But the 
loſs to be moſt lamented is, that there 
was in one room, kept for that purpoſe, 

a large and valuable collection of manu- 
ſcripts and original papers, which he had 
been gathering all his life-time; and to 
which all perſons, who had been in poſ- 
ſeſſion of valuable papers of a public 
kind, had been contributing, as to a 
public Muſeum. As theſe related to the 
hiſtory and policy of the country, from 

the time of its ſettlement to the preſent, 
and. was the only collection of its kind, 
the loſs to the public is great and irre- 
trievable, as it is to himſelf, the loſs of 
the papers of a family, which had made 
a ſigure in this Province for a hundred 
and thirty years. As for the houſe, 
which; from its ſtructure and inſide fi- 
niſhing,: ſeemed to be from a deſign of 
Inigo Jones, or his ſucceſſor, it appears, 
that they Were 2 long while reſolved to 
level it to the ground: they worked 
three bours at the cupola before they 
could get it down, * they uncovered 
- part 
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part of the roof; but I ſuppoſe, that the 
chickneſs of the walls, which were of 
very fine brick - work, adorned with Ionic 
Pilaſters worked into the wall, prevented 
their compleating their purpoſe, though 
they Worked at it till day-light. The 
next day tlie ſtreets were found ſcattered: 
with money, plate, gold rings, &c. which 
had been dropt in carrying off. The 
whole loſs in this houſe is reckoned at 
3000 l. ſterling It was now becoming 
a war of plunder, of general levelling, 
and taking away the diſtinction of rich 
0 War, poor: ſo that thoſe gentlemen, who 
had promoted and approved the cruel 
treatment of Mr. Oliver, became now 
as fearful for themſelves as the moſt loyal 
perſon in the town could be. When 
firſt the town took this new turn, I was: 
in hopes that they would have diſavowed 
alk the riotous proceedings; that of the 
firſt, niglit, as well as the laſt. But it is 
no ſuch thing, great pains are taken to 
ſeparate the two riots: what Was done 
againſt Mr. Oliver is ſtill approved of, as 
a neceſſary declaration of their reſolution 
not to ſubmit to the Stamp- act; and, 
Hag | even 
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even the cruel treatment of him and his 
family is juſtified by its conſequenees, the 
frightening him into a reſignation ; and 
it has been publicly hinted, that if a line 
is not drawn between the firſt riot and 
the haſt, the Civil Power will not be ſup- 
ported by the principal people of the 
town, as it is aſſured it ſhall be gow.— — 
So that the preſent authority of the Go- 
vernment is only exerciſed: upon condi- 
tion, and with preſcribed limitations. 


a —_ ** 
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ExT RAC fron Naws-Parpns- 


© New-York, Nov. 4. 
4H E late extracedinary and unpre- 
1 cedented preparations in Fort 
George, and the ſecuring the ſtamped 
Paper in that garriſon, having greatly 
alarmed and diſpleaſed the inhabitants of 
this city, a vaſt number of them afſem- 
bled laſt Friday evening in the Com- 
mons, from whenee they marched down 


the > Fly, < preceded by a number of 
lights) 
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lights) and having ſtopped a few minutes 
at the coffee - houſe, proceeded to the fort 
walls; when they broke open the ſtable 
of the Lieutenant- governor, took out 
his coach, and, after carrying the ſame 
through the principal ſtreets of the city 
in W marched to the Commons, 
where a gallows was erected, at one end 
of which was ſuſpended the effigy of the 
perſon whoſe property the coach was: 
in his right hand he held a ſtamped bill 
of lading, and on his breaſt was affixed 
a paper with the following inſcription, 
The Rebel Drummer in the Year 1765 ; at 
his back was fixed a drum, the badge of 
his profeſſion; at the other end of the 
gallows hung the figure of the Devil, a 
proper companion for the other, as it is 
ſuppoſed | it was entirely at his inſtigation 
he acted: after they had hung as 
conſiderable. time, they carried the 

gies with the 0 entire, being pre- 


111 


it was, Temoved to he Gene KG 
under the muzzles of the fort guns, 
e nere 


* 
. 
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where a bonfire was immediately made, 
and the Drummer, Devil, Coach, &c. 
were conſumed, amidſt the acclamations 
of ſome thouſands of ſpectators; and, 
we make no doubt, but the Lieutenant- 
governor and his friends had the morti- 
fication of viewing the whole proceed- 
ing from the ramparts of the fort. But 
the buſineſs of the night not being yet 
concluded, the whole body proceeded 
with the greateſt decency and good or- 
der to Vauxhall, the houſe of major 
James, who, it was reported, was a 
friend to the Stamp-act, and had been 
over officious 3 in his duty, from whence 
they took every individual article, to a 
very conſiderable amount, and having 
made another bonfire, the whole was 
5 conſumed i in the flames, to the great ſa- 
tisfaction of every perſon preſent; after 
which they diſperſed, and every man 
went to his reſpective habitation. The 
whole affair was conducted with ſuch 
decorum, that not the leaſt accident 
happened. 
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NUMBER XIV. 
| Philadelpkia. In Afembly, Sept. 23, 1765. A.M, 
HE Houſe taking into conſidera- 
tion, that an act of parliament has 
lately paſſed in England, for impoling 


certain ſtamp- duties, and other duties, 
on his Majeſty's ſubjects in America, 


whereby they conceive ſome of their 


moſt eſſential and valuable rights as Bri- 
tiſh ſubjects to be deeply affected, think 
it a duty they owe to themſelves and 
their poſterity, to come to the following 
reſolutions, ——_ 
Reſolved, nem. con. That the i 
blies of this Province have, from time 
to time, whenever requiſitions have teen 
made by bis Majeſty for carrying on military 
operations for the defence of America, moſt 
chearfully and liberally contributed their 
full proportion of men and money for. 
thoſe ſervices. 
Reſolved, nem. con. That 5 


his Majeſtys ſervice ſhall, for the future, 


require the aids of the inhabitants of 
this 1 rovince, and they ſhall be called upon 


5 "= 


— >... 


li APPENDIX. 


Jer that purpoſe in à conti tutional way, n 
will be their indiſpenſible duty, moſt 
chearfully and liberally to grant to his 
5 ving their proportion of men and 
„for the defence, ſecurity and 

Fe ch public e; _ the Britiſh Ame-. 
rican Colonies. '' 
Reſolved, nem. con. That the inkabi- 
tants of this Province are entitled to all 
the liberties, rights, and privileges of 
his Majeſty's ſubjects in Great-Britain or 
elſewhere; and that the conſtitution of 
government in this Province is founded 
on the natural rights of mankind, and 
the noble principles of Engliſh liberty, 
and therefore is, or T's to 1 0 5 
fectly fre. 
| Reſolved, nem. con. That! it is 1 : 
tereſt, birthright, and indubitable- pri- 
vilege of every Britiſh ſubject, to be 
taxed only by his own conſent,” or that 
of his legal — — in copjunc-- . 
tion with his Majeſty, or his ſubſtitutes. 
Reſolved, nem. con. That the only legal 
repreſentativ ves of the. inhabitants of this 
Province. are the perſons they annually cleft, , 
to oe. as members of Aﬀembly, _ 58 


Refolved - 
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Reſolved therefore, nem. con. That he 
taxation of the people of this Province, by © 
any other perſons whatſcever than ſuch thein 
repreſentatives in Aſſembly, is unconſtitu- 
tional, and ee 7 * moſt valuable” 
rights, 
Reſolved, nem. con. That the lng: 
taxes upon the inhabitants of this Pro- 
vince in any other manner, being mani- 
feſtly ſubverſive of public liberty, muſt, of * 
neceffary conſequence, - be utterly” de- 5 
ſtructive of public happineſs. 
Reſolved, nem. con. That the reſting | 
an authority, i in the Courts of Admiralty, 
to decide, in ſuits relating to the Stamp 
Duties, and other matters, foreign to 
their proper juriſdiction, is highly dan- 
gerous to the liberties of his Majeſty's 
American ſubjects, *contrary to Magna 
Charta; the great charter and fountain 
of Evgliſh liberty, and deſtructive of 
one of their moſt darling and acknow- 
ledged rights, that of trials by ; Juries. 
Reſolved, nem. con. That it is the opi- 
nion of this Houſe, that the reſtraints, 
impoſed by ſeveral late acts of parlia- 
ment, on 1 trade of this Province; at 
3 a time 


liv Kreutz 
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ene debt, muſt, of 5 5 
attended with the moſt fatal conſe- 
quences; not only to this Province, but 
to the trade of our Mother Country. 

Reſolved, nem. con. That this Houſe 
think it their duty thus firmly to aſſert, 
with modeſly, and decency, their inherent 
rights, that their poſterity may learn and 
know that it was not with their conſent 
and acquieſcence, that any taxes ſhould be 
- levied on them by any perſon, but their own 

_ repreſentatives 3 and are deſirous, that 
theſe: their reſolves ſhould remain on 
their Minutes, as a teſtimony of the zeal 
and ardent deſire of the preſent Houſe 
of Aſſembly, to preſerve their ineſtimable 
rights, which, as Engliſhmen, they have 
poſſeſſed ever ſince this Province was 
ſettled, and to n. them to their 


lateſt poſterity. ci a n 
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Burlington Houſe, in Piccadilly. 
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REGISTER for England, Scotland and Ircland, for 1767. 

With the 4rms, Supporters, Creſts and Mottoes of the Peers of _—_ 
* ; finely engraved, and complete. * f 
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Bos rom, June 18 
8 . N, 


HE Houſe of Repfee of 

this province, in the preſent ſeſſion 

of the general court, have unanimouſly- 
agreed to propoſe a meeting, as ſoon as 
may be, of COMMITTEES. from the 
houſes of repreſentatives or burgeſſes of 
the ſeveral Britiſh colonies on this conti- 
nent, to conſult together on the preſent 
circumſtances of the colonies, and the 
difficulties to which they are, and mult 
be reduced, by the operation of the acts 
of parliament for levying duties and taxes 
on the colonies; and to confider of a ge- 
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neral, and united, dutiful, loyal and 
| humble repreſentation of their condition, 
to his Majeſty and the Parliament, and to 
implore relief. The houſe of repreſenta- 
tives of this province have alſo voted to 
propoſe, That ſuch meeting be at the 
city of New-York, in the province of 
New-York, on the firſt Tueſday in Octo- 
ber next ; and have appointed a commit- 
tee of three of their members to attend 
that ſervice, with ſuch as the other houſes 
of repreſentatives, or burgeſſes, in the 
feveral colonies, may think fit to appoint 
to meet them. And the committee of the 
houſe of repreſentatives of this province, 
are directed to repair to ſaid New-York, 
on ſaid firſt Tueſday in OE next, ac- 
cordingly. 

If, therefore, your 1 houſe 
ſhould agree to this propoſal, it would be 
acceptable, that as early notice of it as 
poſſible, might be tranſmitted to the 
\ gee of the houſe of repreſentatives of 


is province. 
Saul WuirE, HPeaRer. 


In conſequence of the foregoing circu- 
lar letter, the tollowing gentlemen met at 
New-York, in the province of New-York, 

on Monday the ſeventh uy of October, 


1705 » VIZ. 


From 


3 
From the province of the Maſſachuſetts- 
bay, 
James Oris, 
OLIVER PATRIDGE, fEſquires. 
T1MOTHY RuGGLEs,. 


From the colony of whode hid and 
Providence eee a 
METCALF BoWLER, 1 A 
Henzy Warp, dEſquires. 


From the colony of Connecticut, 
ELIPHALET DYER, | 
David RowLAND, Eſquires. 
WILLIAM SAMUEL JOHNSON, 


From ho colony of New-York, 
ROBERT R. LivinGsTON, 
JohN CRU GER, 


PHILIP LIVINOGSTON, Eſquires. 
WILLIAM ByaRD, 


LEONARD LISPENARPD, 


From the colony of New- Jerſey, 
RoBERT OGDEN, 
HENDRICK FISHER, Eſquires. 
JosEPH BoRDEN, 


From the Province of Pennſylvania. 
Joan DicKENSON, 
JohN MoxTon, gfEſquires. 
GEORGE BRYAN, 
RR From 


4-3 

From the government of the counties 

of Newcaltle, Kent, and Suſlex, on De- 
laware, 

CAR RO DN Ex, Pl gs 

THOMAS works, } — 


From the province of Maryland, 
WILLIAM MoR DOE, . 
EDwARD T1ILGHMAN, PEſquires. 

THOMAS RINGGOLPD, 


From the province of South- Carolina, 
THOMAS LVYVNCH, 
CHRIisTOPHEK GADSDEN, Eſquires, 


Jond RUTLEDGE, 


Then the faid committees proceeded to 
chuſe a chairman by ballot, and Timothy 
Ruggles, eſq; on ſorting and counting the 
votes, appeared to have a majority, and 
thereupon was placed in the chair. 


SATURDAY, October 19, 17 A. M. 


The congreſs met accordin g to adjourn- 
ment, and reſumed, Cc. as yeſterday. 
And, upon mature deliberation, agreed to 
the following declarations of the rights 
and grievances of the coloniſts in America, 
which were ordered to be inſerted. 

The members of this congreſs, ſincerely 


devoted, with the warmeſt ſentiments of 
| affection 


ix) 


affection and duty to his Majeſty's perfon 


and government, inviolably attached to 
the preſent happy eſtabliſhment of the 
Proteſtant ſucceſſion, and with minds 
deeply impreſſed by a ſenſe of the preſent 
and impending misfortunes of the Britiſh 
colonies on this continent; having conſi- 


dered as maturely as time ml permit, the 


circumſtances of the ſaid colonies, eſteem 


it our indiſpenſable duty to make the fol- 
lowing declarations of our humble opi- 
nion, reſpecting the moſt eſſential rights 


and liberties of the coloniſts, and of the 
_ grievances under which they labour, by 
reaſon of ſeveral late acts of parliament. 


I. That his Majeſty's ſubjects in theſe 


colonies, owe the fame allegiance to the 


crown of Great-Britain, that is owing 


from his ſubje&s born within the realm, 
and all due ſubordination to that auguſt 
body the parliament of Great-Britain. 
II. That his Majeſty's liege ſubjects in 
theſe colonies, are entitled to all the in- 
herent rights and liberties of his natural 


born ſubjects, within the kingdom of 


Great-Britain. 
ie 16 1 eſſential to 
the freedom of a people, and the undoubt- 
ed right of Engliſhmen, that no taxes be 
impoſed on them but with their own 
conſent, given perſonally, or by their 
Tepee es, 

IV. That 
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1 
IV. That the people of theſe colonies 
are not, and, from their local circum- 
ſtances, cannot be, repreſented in the 
Houſe of Commons in Great-Britain. 
V. That the only repreſentatives of 
the people of theſe colonies are perſons 
choſen therein by themſelves, and that no 
taxes ever have been, or can be conſtitu- 
tionally impoſed on them, but by their 
reſpective legiſlature. : 
VI. That all ſupplies to the crown be- 
ing free gifts of the people, it is unreaſon- 
able and inconſiſtent with the principles 
and ſpirit of the Britiſh conſtitution, for 
the people of Great-Britain to grant to 
his Majeſty the property of the colonifts 
VII. That trial by jury, is the inherent 
and invaluable right of every Britiſh ſub- 
ject in theſe colonies, _ : 
VIII. That the late act of parliament, 
entitled, An act for granting and applying 
certain ſtamp- duties, and other duties, in 
the Britiſh colonies and plantations in Ame- 
rica, Cc. by impoſing taxes on the inha- 
bitants of theſe colonies, and the ſaid act, 
and ſeveral other acts, by extending the 
juriſdiction of the courts of admiralty be- 
yond its ancient limits, have a manifeſt 
tendency to ſubvert the rights and libertieP 
of the coloniſts. : 
IX. That the duties impoſed by ſe- 
veral late acts of parliament, from the 
e peculiar 


„ 
peculiar circumſtances of theſe colonies, 
will be extremely burthenſome and grie- 


vous; and from the ſcarcity of ſpecie, the 


payment of them abſolutely impracticable. 
X. That as the profits of the trade of 
theſe colonies ultimately center in Great- 
Britain, to pay for the manufactures which 
they are obliged to take from thence, they 


eventually contribute very largely to all 


ſupplies granted there to the crown: 

XI. That the reſtrictions impoſed by 
ſeveral late acts of parliament on the trade 
of theſe colonies, will render them unable 
to purchaſe the manufactures of Great- 


Britain. 


XII. That the increaſe; proſperity and 
happineſs of theſe colonies, depend on the 


full and free enjoyments of their rights 


and liberties; and an intercourſe with 
Great-Britain mutually affectionate and 


advantageous. 


XIII. That it is the right of the Britiſh | 


ſubjects in theſe Ah ES inn to petition the 


king, or either houſe of parliament. 
Laſily, That it is the indiſpenſable du- 
ty of theſe colonies, to the beſt of ſove- 
reigns, to the mother country, and to 
themſelves, to endeavour by a loyal and 
ediitiful addreſs to his Majeſty, and hum- 
ble applications to both houſes of parlia- 
ment, to procure the repeal of the act for 


Sn and applying certain ſtamp- du- 


ties, 


4 
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ties, of all clauſes of any other acts of 
parliament, whereby the juriſdiction of 
the admiralty is extended as aforeſaid, and 
of the other late acts for the reſtriction of 


American commerce. 


Upon motion, voted, That Robert R. 
Livingſton, William Samuel Johnſon, and 


William Murdock, eſquires, be a com- 


mittee to prepare an addreſs to his Majeſty, 
and lay the ſame before the congreſs on 
Monday Bane. 

Voted alſo, That John Railedge, Ed- 
ward Tilghman, and Philip Livingſton, 


eſquires, be a committee to prepare a me- 


morial and petition to the lords in parlia- 


ment, and lay the ſame before the con- 7 
greſs on Monday next. 


Voted alfo, That Thomas Lynch, James 


Otis, and Thomas M Kean, eſquires, be a 
committee to prepare a petition to the 
houſe of commons of Great-Britain, and 


lay the ſame before the congreſs on Mon- 
day next. 


Then the congreſs adjourned to Mon- 
day next at twelve o'clock. 
Monpay, October 21, 1765, A. M. 


The con greſs met accordin g to im | 


ment. 


The ccmmittce 5 to prepare 


and * in an addreſs to his Majeſty, did 


report, 


Tal 


report, that they had eſſayed a draught FIR 
that purpoſe, which they laid on the ta- 
ble, and humbly ſubmitted to the correc- 
tion of the congreſs. 

The faid addreſs was read, and __ 
ſundry amendments, the ſame was ap- 
proved of by the congreſs, and ordered to 
be ingroſſed. 

The committee appointed to prepare 
and bring in a memorial and petition to 
the lords in parliament, did report, That 
they had eſſayed a draught for that pur- 

ole, which they laid on the table, and 
3 ſubmitted to the correction of 
the congreſs. 

The ſaid addreſs was read, and after 
ſundry amendments, the ſame was ap- 
proved of by the congrels, and ordered to 
be ingrofled. ._ - 

1 committee appointed to prepare 
and bring in a petition to the houſe of 
commons of Great-Britain did report, 
That they had eſſayed a draught for that 
purpoſe, which they laid on the table, 
and humbly ſubmitted to the correction 
of the congreſs. 

The faid addreſs was read, and after 
ſundry amendments, the ſame was ap- 
proved of by the congreſs, and ordered to 
be ingroſſed. 

The congreſs 1 0 to to-morrow 
morning, nine o'clock. 


C 2 Tuks- 


8 
Tursp Av, October 22, 1765, A. M. 


The congreſs met according to adjourn- 
ment. | 
The addreſs to his Majeſty being in- 
groſſed, was read and compared, and is 
as follows, US. | 


To the King 0 * Excellent Ma jEs T v. 


The PETITION of . and 
other inhabitants of the Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay, Rhode-Iſland, and Providence plan- 
tations, 5 
Ne Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the govern- 
ment of the counties of New-Caſtle, Kent, 
and Suſſex, upon Delaware, province of 


Maryland, SN ae olig 
| Moft humbly ſheweth, 


HAT the inhabitants of theſe colo- 
nies, unanimouſly devoted with the 
warmeſt ſentiments of duty and affection 
to your Majeſty's ſacred perſon ' and go- 
vernment, inviolably attached to the pre- 
ſent happy eſtabliſhment of the proteſtant 
ſucceſſion in your illuſtrious houſe, and 
deeply ſenſible of your royal attention to 
their projyectty and ns — 


11) 


beg leave to approach the throne, by re- 


preſenting to your Majeſty, that theſe co- 
lonies were originally planted by ſubjects 
of the Britiſh crown, who, animated ie 
the ſpirit of liberty, encouraged by your 
Majeſty's royal predeceſſors, and confid- 
ing in the public faith for the enjoyment 


of all the rights and liberties effential to 


freedom, emigrated from their native 
country to this continent, and by their 
ſucceſsful perſeverance in the midſt of in- 
numerable dangers and difficulties, toge- 


ther with a profuſion of their blood and 


treaſure, have happily added theſe vaſt 


and valuable dominions to the empire of 


Great-Britain. That for the enjoyment 
of theſe rights and liberties, ſeveral go- 
vernments were early formed in the ſaid 
colonies, with full power of legiſlation, 
agreable to the * of the Eu 
conſtitution. 


That under thoſe governments, theſe 
liberties, thus veſted in their anceſtors, 


and tranſmitted to their poſterity, have 
been exerciſed and enjoyed, and by the in- 
eſtimable bleſſings thereof (under the fa- 
vour of almighty God) the inhoſpitable 
deſarts of America have been converted 
into flouriſhing countries; ſcience, huma- 
nity, and the knowledg 
diffuſed ropgh remote regions of igno- 
rance, 


oe of divine truths, 
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rance, infidelity, and barbariſm; the 
number of Britiſh ſubjects wonderfully in- 
creaſed, and the wealth and power of 
Great-Britain proportionably augmented. 
That by means of theſe ſettlements, 
and the eee ſucceſs of your Ma- 
jeſty's arms, a foundation is now laid for 
rendering the Britiſh empire the moſt ex- 
tenſive and powerful of any recorded in 
hiſtory, Our connection with this em- 
pire, we eſteem our greateſt happineſs and 
ſecurity, and humbly conceive it may now 
be fo eſtabliſhed by your royal wiſdom, as 
to endure to the lateſt period of time ; 
this, with moſt humble ſubmiſſion to your 
Majeſty, we apprehend will be moſt effec- 
tually accompliſhed, by fixing the pillars 
thereof on liberty and juſtice, and ſecur- 
ing the inherent rights and liberties of 
your ſubjects here, upon the principles of 
the Engliſh conſtitution. To this con- 
ſtitution theſe two principles are eſſential, 
the right of your faithful ſubjects, freely 
to grant to your Majeſty, ſuch aids as are 
required for the ſupport of your govern- 
ment over them, Ku 26 ther public exigen- 
cies, and trials by their peers : by the one 
they are ſecured from unreaſonable impo- 
ſitions; and by the other from arbitrary 
decifions of the executive power. 
The continuation of theſe liberties to 
the inhabitants of America we ardently 


implore, — 


(33) 
implore, as abſolutely neceſſary to unite 
the ſeveral parts of your wide extended 
dominions, in that harmony ſo effential to 
the preſervation and happineſs of the 
whole. Protected in theſe liberties, the 
emoluments Great-Britain receives from 


us, however great at preſent, are inconſi- 
derable, compared with thoſe ſhe has the 


faireſt proſpect of acquiring. By this pro- 


tection ſhe will for ever ſecure to herſelf 
the advantage of conveying to all Europe, 
the merchandiſes which America furniſhes, 
and of ſupplying through the ſame chan- 
nel whatever is wanted from thence. Here 
opens a boundleſs ſource of wealth and 
naval ſtrength ; yet theſe immenſe advan- 
tages, by the abridgment of thoſe invalua- 


ble rights and liberties, by which our 
growth has been nouriſhed, are in danger 
of being for ever loſt; and our ſubordi- 


nate legiſlatures, in effect, rendered uſe- 
leſs, by the late acts of parliament impo- 
ſing duties and taxes on theſe colonies, 
and extending the juriſdiction of the courts 
of admiralty here, beyond its ancient li- 
mits : ſtatutes by which your Majeſty's 
commons in Britain undertake abſolutely 
to diſpoſe of the property of their fellow 


ſubjects in America, without their conſent, 


and for the enforcing whereof, they are 


ſubjected to the determination of a ſingle 


judge in a court unreſtrained by the wiſe 


rules 
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rules of the common law, the birthright 
of Engliſhmen, and the ſafeguard of their 
perſons and properties. 

The invaluable rights of taxing our- 
ſelves, and trial by our peers, of which 
we implore your Majeſty's protection, are 
not, we moſt humbly conceive unconſti- 
tutional ; but confirmed by the great 
CHARTER of Engliſh liberty. On the 
firſt of theſe rights the honourable the 
houſe of commons found their practice of 
originating money bills, a right enjoyed 
by the kingdom of Ireland, by the clergy 
of England, until relinquiſhed by them- 
ſelves, a right, in fine, which all other 
your Majeſty's Engliſh ſubjects, both 
within and without the realm, have hi- 
therto enjoyed. 

With hearts, therefore, impreſſed with 
the moſt indelible characters of gratitude 
to your Majeſty, and to the memory of 
the kings of your illuſtrious houſe, whoſe 

reigns have been ſignally diſtinguithed by 
their auſpicious influence on the proſperity 
of the Britiſh dominions, and convinced 
by the moſt affecting proofs of your Ma- 
jeſty's paternal love to all your people, 
however diſtant, and your unceaſing and 
benevolent deſires to promote their happi- 
neſs, we moſt humbly beſeech your Ma- 


zeſty, that you will be graciouſly pleaſed 
| to 


T 
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to take into your royal conſideration the 
diſtreſſes of your faithful ſubjects on this 
continent, ad to lay the fame before your 
Majeſty's parliament, and to afford them 
ſuch relief, as in your royal wiſdom their 


unhappy circumſtances ſhall be judged to 


require. 


And your e as in 4 bound 
will fray. 


The memorial to the lords in parlia- 


ment was read and compared, and is as 


follows, viz. 


To the right honourable the lords ſpiritual 
and temporal of Great-Britain, in parlia- 


ment aſſembled. 


The MEMORIAL of the freeholders and 
others inhabitants of the Maſſachuſett's- 
Bay, Rhode-Iſland, and Providence plan- 
tations, . , New 
Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the government of 
the counties of Newcaſtle, Kent, and 
Suſſex, N Delaware, PRI of Ma- 


ryland, 


/ 
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Moſt a ſheweth, 


HAT his Majeſty's liege fabjecs 3 in 
his American colonies, though they 
acknowledge a due ſubordination to that 
auguſt body the Britiſh parliament, are 
entitled, in the opinion of your memori- 
aliſts, to all the inherent rights and liber- 
ties of the natives of Great-Britain, and 
have ever ſince the Settlement of the ſaid 
colonies exerciſed thoſe rights and liber- 
ties, as far as their local circumſtances 
would permit. 
That your memoraliſts humbly con- 
ceive one of the moſt eſſential kts of 
theſe colonies, which they have ever, till 
lately, uninterruptedly injoyed, to be 
trial by jury. 

That your memorialiſts alſo humbly 
conceive another of theſe eſſential rights 
to be, the exemption from all taxes, but 
ſuch as are impoſed on the people by the 
ſeveral legiſlatures in theſe colonies, which 
right alſo they have, till of late, freely 
enjoyed. 
But your Gemoralifts humbly beg leave 
to repreſent to your lordſhips, that the 
act for granting certain ſtamp-duties in 
the Britiſh colonies in America, &c. fills 
his WO” s American ſubjects with the 

deepeſt 


171 


deepeſt concern, as it tends to deprive 
them of the two fundamental and invalua- 
ble rights and liberties above-mentioned, 
and that ſeveral other late acts of parlia- 
ment, which extend the juriſdiction and 
powers of courts of admiralty in the plant- 
ations, beyond their limits in Great-Bri- 
tain, thereby make an unneceflary and 
unhappy diſtinction as to the modes of 
trial, between us and our fellow ſubjects 
there, by whom we never have been ex- 
_ celled in duty and loyalty to our Sovereign. 
That from the natural connection be- 
tween Great-Britain and America, the 
perpetual continuance of which your me- 
morialiſts moſt ardently deſire, they con- 
ceive that nothing can conduce more to 
the intereſt of both, than the coloniſts 
free enjoyment of their rights and liber- 
ties, and an affectionate intercourſe be- 
tween Great-Britain and them. But your 
memorialiſts (not waving their cla. m to 
theſe rights, of which with the mot be- 
coming veneration and defer-nc2 to the 
wiſdom and juſtice of your lord! hips, they 
apprehend they cannot reaſonabi/ be de- 
prived) humbly repreſent, That from the 
peculiar circuthitances of theie colonies, 
the duties impoſed by the aforeſaid act, 
and ſeveral other late acts of porliament, 
are extremely grievous and burtnenſome, 


D 2 and 


, 
R ee ru n n * MEA Pe ON yy" " 
\ — — Ao. EI. — 0 — 


118 

and the payment of the ſaid duties will 
very ſoon, for want of ſpecie, become 

abſolutely impracticable; and that the re- 
ſtrictions on trade, by the ſaid acts, will 
not only greatly diſtreſs the colonies, but 
muſt be extremely detrimental to the trade 
and true intereſt of Great- Britain. | 

Your memorialiſts, therefore, impreſſed 
with a juſt ſenſe of the unfortunate cir- 
cumſtances of the colonies, and the im- 
pending deſtructive conſequences which 
muſt neceſſarily enſue from the execution 
of thoſe acts, animated with the warmeſt 
ſentiments of filial affection for their mo- 
ther country, moſt earneſtly and humbly 
entreat, That your lordſhips will be pleaſed 
to hear their counſel in ſupport of this 
memorial, and take the premiſſes into 
your moſt ſerious conſideration, and that 
your lordſhips will alſo be ' thereupon 
pleaſed to purſue ſuch meaſures for reſtor- 
ing the juſt rights and liberties of the co- 
lonies, and preſerving them for ever in- 
violate, for redreſſing their preſent, and 
preventing future grievances, thereby pro- 
moting the united intereſt of Great-Bri- 
tain and America, as to your lordſhips, in 
your great wiſdom ſhall ſeem moſt con- 
ducive and effectual to that important end. 


And your memoriahſts as in duty bound 
will ever pray. N | 
1 WEDNES-=- 
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WEDNESDAY, October 23, 1765, A.M, 


The congreſs met according to 1 
ment. 

The petition to the houſe of commons 
being ingroſſed, was read and compared, 

and is as follows, vi. 


To the A ai knights, citizens, and 


burgeſſes of Great-B ritain, in PO 
afſembled. 


The PETITION of his Majeſty's dutiful 
and loyal ſubjects, the freeholders and 
other inhabitants of the colonies of the 
 Maſfachuſetts-bay, Rhode-iſland, and Pro- 
vidence plantations, . , 
New Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the govern- 
ment of the counties of Newcaſtle, Kent, 


and Suſſex, | upon Delaware, ee dn 
Moſt humbly ſheweth, 


HAT the ſeveral late acts of parlia- 
ment, impoſing divers dufies and 
taxes on the colonies, and laying the 
trade and commerce thereof under very 
burthenſome reſtrictions, but above all 
the act for granting and applying certain 
ſtamp-duties, &c. in America, have fill'd 
them 


[ 20 ] 
them with the deepeſt concern and ſur- 
prize ; and they humbly conceive the exe- 
cution of them will be attended with con- 
ſequences very injurious to the commer- 
cial intereſt of Great-Britain and her co- 
lonies, and muſt terminate in the eventual 
ruin of the latter. \ 

Your petitioners therefore moſt ardently 
implore the attention of the de 
houſe, to the united and dutiful repreſent- 
ation of their circumſtances, and to their 
earneſt ſupplications for relief, from thoſe 
regulations which have already involved 
this continent in anxiety, confuſion, and 
diſtreſs. 

We moſt ſincerely recognize our alle- 
giance to the crown, and acknowledge all 
due ſubordination to the parliament of 
Great-Britain, and ſhall always retain the 

moſt grateful ſenſe of their aſſiſtance and 
protection. It is from and under the Eng- 
liſh conſtitution, we derive all our civil 
and religious rights and liberties: we glo- 
ry in being ſubjects of the beſt of kings, 
and having been born under the moſt per- 
fect form of government; but it is with 
moſt ineffable and humiliating ſorrow, 
that we find ourſelves, of late, deprived 
of the right of granting our own property 
for his Majeſty's ſervice, to which our 
lives and fortunes are entirely devoted, and 
| ta | 


[21] 
to which, on his royal requiſitions, we 
have ever been ready to contribute to the 


utmoſt of our abilities. 
We have allo the misfortune to find, 


that all the penalties and forfeitures men- 


tioned in the ſtamp- act, and in divers late 


acts of trade extending to the plantations, 


are, at the election of the informer, re- 
coverable in any court of admiralty in 
America. This, as the newly erected 
court of admiralty has a general juriſdiction 
over all Britiſh America, renders his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects in theſe colonies, liable to 
be carried, at an immenſe expence, from 
one end of the continent to the other. 

It gives us alſo great pain to ſee a mani- 
feſt diftin&tion made therein, between the 
ſubjects of our mother country, and thoſe 
in the colonies, in that the like penalties 
and forfeitures recoverable there only in 
his Majeſty's court of record, are made 
cognizable here by a court of admiralty : 


by. theſe means we ſeem to be, in effect, 


unhappily deprived of two privileges eſ- 
ſential to freedom, and which all Engliſh- 
men have ever conſidered as their beſt 
birthrights, that of being free from all 
taxes but ſuch as they have conſented to 
in perſon, or by their repreſentatives, and 
of trial * their peers. 


Lour 


re . e ee 


nne ee. 


9 ' 


> #05 
2 1 2 j 
tas 1 


* Mo Se ales n, 


e 
- Your petitioners further ſhew, That 
the remote ſituation, and other circum-_ 
ſtances of the colonies, render it imprac- 
| ticable that they ſhould be repreſented, 
but in their reſpective ſubordinate legiſla- 
ture; and they humbly conceive, that the 
parliament, adhering ſtrictly to the prin- 
ciples of the conſtitution, have never hi- 
therto taxed any but thoſe who were actu- 
ally therein repreſented ; for this reaſon, 
we humbly apprehend, they never have 
taxed Ireland, or any other of the ſubjects 
without the realm. Z 
But were it ever ſo clear, that the co- 


Fe lonies might in law be reaſonably deem'd 


to be repreſented in the honourable houſe 
of commons, yet we conceive, that very 
good reaſons, from inconvenience, from 
the principles of true policy, and from 
the ſpirit of the Britiſh conſtitution, may 
be adduced to ſhew, that it would be for 
the real intereſt of Great-Britain, as well 
as her colonies, that the late regulations 
ſhould be reſcinded, and the ſeveral acts 
of parliament impoſing duties and taxes 
on the colonies, and extending the juriſ- 
| diction of the courts of admiralty here, 
beyond their ancient limits, ſhould be 
repeal'd. ’»„F . 
We ſhall not attempt a minute detail of 
all the reaſons which the wiſdom of the 


honour- 


231 
honourable houſe may ſuggeſt, on this 
occaſion, but would humbly ſubmit the 
following partieulare to their confidera- 
tion. 
That money is already bezodies very 
ſcarce in theſe colonies, and is ſtill de- 
creaſing by the neceſſary exportation of 
ſpecie from the continent, for the diſ- 
charge of our debts to Britiſh merchants. 
That an immenſely heavy debt is yet due 
from the colonies for Britiſh manufactures, 
and that they are ſtill heavily burthen'd 
with taxes to diſcharge the arrearages due 
for aids granted by them in the late war. 
That the balance of trade will ever be 
much againſt the colonies, and in favour 
of Great-Britain, whilſt we conſume her 
manufactures, the demand for which muſt 
ever increaſe in proportion to the num 
ber of inhabitants ſettled here, with 
the means of purchaſing them. We 
therefore humbly conceive it to be the 
intereſt of Great-Britain, to increaſe, ra- 
ther than diminiſh, thoſe means, as the 
profits of all the trade of the colonies ul- 
_ timately center there to pay for her manu- 
factures, as we are not allowed to pur- 
chaſe elſewhere ; and by the conſumption 
of which, at the advanced prices the Bri- 
tiſh taxes oblige the makers and venders 


"1h to 
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to ſet on them, we eventually contribute 
very largely to the revenue of the crown. 
That from the nature of American 
buſineſs, the multiplicity of ſuits and pa- 
pers uſed in matters of ſmall value, in a 
country where freeholds are ſo minutely 
divided, and property ſo frequently trans- 
ferr'd, a ſtamp- duty muſt ever be very 
burthenſome and unequal. 

That it is extremely improbable that 
the honourable houſe of commons ſhould, 
at all times, be thoroughly acquainted 
with our condition, and all facts requiſite 
to a juſt and equal taxation of the colonies. 

It is alſo humbly ſubmitted, Whether 
there be not a material diſtinction in rea- 
ſon and ſound policy, at leaſt, between 
the neceſſary exerciſe of parliamentary ju- 
riſdiction in general acts, for the amend- 
ment of the common law, and the regu- 
lation of trade and commerce through the 
whole empire, and the exerciſe of that 
juriſdiction, by impoling taxes on the 
colonies. 

That the ſeveral e provincial 
legiſlatures have been moulded into forms, 
as nearly reſembling that of their mother 
country, as by his Majeſty's royal prede- 
ceſſors was thought convenient; and their 
legiſlatures ſeem to have been wiſely and 
graioully eſtabliſhed, that the ſubjects i he 

the 
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the colonies might, under the due ad- 
miniſtration thereof, enjoy the happy fruits 
of the Britiſh government, which in their 
preſent circumſtances they cannot be ſo 
fully and clearly availed of, any other way 
under theſe forms of government we and 
our anceſtors have been born or ſettled, 
and have had our lives, liberties and pro- 
perties protected. The people here, as 
every where elſe, retain a great fondneſs 
for their old cuſtoms and uſages, and we 
truſt that his Maj jeſty's ſervice, and the 
Intereſt of the nation, ſo far from being 
obſtructed, have been vaſtly promoted by 
the provincial legiſlatures. 


That we eſteem our connections with, | 


and dependance on Great-Britain, as one 
of our greateſt bleſſings, and apprehend 
the latter will appear to be ſufficiently ſe- 


cure, when it is conſidered, that the in- 
habitants in the colonies kave the moſt 


unbounded affection for his Majeſty's 


perſon, family and government, as well 


bers 
* 


as for the mother country, and that their 


ſubordination to the parliament, is uni- ] 


verſally acknowledged. 


We, therefore, moſt humbly entre 


That the honourable houſe would be 


pleaſed to hear our counſel in ſupport of 


this petition, and take our diſtreſſed and 
deplorable caſe into their ſerious conſider- 
2 ation, 
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ation, and that the acts and clauſes of acts, 
ſo grievouſly reſtraining our trade and 
commerce, impoſing duties and taxes on 
our property, and extending the juriſdic- 
tion of the court of admiralty beyond its 
ancient limits, may be repeal'd; or that 
the honourable houſe would otherwiſe re- 
lieve your petitioners, as in your great wiſ- 
dom and net ſhall ſeem meet. 


And your petition ers as in 1 duty bound 
ſhall ever . 


Then the congreſs adjourned till to- 
morrow DE ten o en 


THURSDAY, October 24, 1765. 


The congreſs met according to adjourn- 
ment. 
The congreſs took into edinfideration 
the manner in which their ſeveral petitions 
ſhould be preferred and ſolicited in Great- 
Britain, and came to the following deter- 
mination, VIZ. 

It is recommended by the congreſs, to 
the ſeveral colonies, to appoint ſpecial 
agents for ſoliciting relief from their great 
grievances, and unite their utmoſt intereſt 
and eee for that purpoſe. 

Voted 
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Voted unanimouſly, That the clerk of 
this congreſs ſign the minutes of their pro- 


ceedings, and deliver a copy for the uſs 
of each colony and province. 


B y order of the congreſs, 


Joun CoTToON, Clerk, 
Savannah, in Georgia, September 6, 1765, 
SIR, 5 


(Copy. NW OUR letter dated in June 
laſt, acquainting me, that 


the houſe of repreſentatives of your pro- 
vince, 'had unanimouſly agreed to propoſe 
a meeting at the city of New-York, of 
committees, from the houſes of repreſen- 
tatives of the ſeveral Britiſh colonies on 
this continent, on the firſt Tueſday in 
October next, to conſult together on the 
preſent circumſtances of the colonies, and 
the difficulties to which they are, and 
muſt be reduced, by the operation of the 
acts of parliament for laying duties and 
taxes on the colonies, and to conſider of 
an humble repreſentation of their condi- 
tion to his Majeſty and the parliament, 
and to implore relief, came to hand at an 
unlucky ſeaſon, it being in the receſs of 


the 


7 


„ 
the general aſſemby of this province; ne- 
vertheleſs, immediately upon the receipt 
of your letter, I diſpatched expreſſes to 
the ſeveral repreſentatives of this province, 
acquainting them with the purport there- 
of, and requeſting them to meet at this 
place without delay, and accordingly they 
met here on Monday laſt, to the number 
of ſixteen, being a large majority of the 
repreſentatives of this province, the whole 
conſiſting of twenty-five perſons ; but his 
excellency our governor being applicd to, 
did not think it expedient to call them 
together on the occaſion, which is the 
reaſon of their not ſending a committee, 
as propoſed by your houſe, for you may 
be aſſured, Sir, that no repreſentatives on 
this continent can more ſincerely concur 
in the meaſures propoſed, than do the re- 
preſentatives of this province now met to- 
gether, neither can any people, as indi- 
viduals, more warmly eſpouſe the com- 
mon cauſe of the colonies, than do the 
people of this province. 
Ihe gentlemen now preſent, requeſt it 
as a favour, you'll be pleaſed to ſend me 
a copy of ſuch repreſentation as may be 
agreed upon by the ſeveral committees at 
New-York, and to acquaint me how, and 
in what manner, the ſame is to be lain 
before the king and parliament, whether 


by 
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by any perſon particularly authorized for 
that purpoſe, or by the colony agents. 
The general aſſembly of this province 
ſtands prorogued to the 22d day of Octo- 
ber next, which 1s the time it generally 
meets for the diſpatch of the ordinary 
buſineſs of the province ; and I doubt not 
the repreſentatives of this province will 
then, in their legiſlative capacity, take 
under conſideration the grievances fo juſtly 
complained of, and tranſmit their ſenſe of 
the ſame to Great-Britain, in ſuch way as 
may ſeem beſt calculated to obtain redreſs, 
and ſo as to convince the fiſter colonies 
of their inviolable attachment to the com- 
mon cauſe. I am, SIR, 

Your moſt obedient, 
And moſt humble ſervant, 
ALEXANDER WILLY. 


To SamvEi WulrE, Eſq; Speaker 
of the Houſe of Repreſentatives of 
Maſſachuſetts, &c. 


New-Hampſhire. 


Mr. hes laid before the houſe a let- 
ter from the honourable Speaker of the 
| honourable houſe of repreſentatives of the 
province of the Maſſachuſetts- bay, to the 
Speaker of this aſſembly, propoſing a 
meeting of committees, from the ſeveral 
aſſemblies of the Britiſh colonies on the 

continent, 
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continent, at New-Vork, to conſider of 
a general, united, dutiful, loyal, and hum- 
ble repreſentation of our circumſtances, 
and for imploring his Majeſty and the par- 
liament for relief: which being read, 

Reſolved, That notwithſtanding we are 
ſenſible fuch repreſentation ought to be 
made, and approve of the propoſed me- 


thod for obtaining thereof, yet the preſent 
ſituation of our governmental affairs will | 


not permit us to appoint a committee to 
attend ſuch meeting, but ſhall be ready 
to join in any addreſs to his Majeſty and 
the parliament we may be honoured with 
the knowledge of, probable to anſwer the 
6 Canes end. 

A. CLARKSON, . 


The two foregoing letters are true co- 
pies from the original. 
Atteſt. JonN CorTon, Clerk, 


Adjourned to to-morrow morning nine 
0 clock. . 


FRIDAY, October 25, 755. 
The congreſs met according to adjourn 


ment. 
Time not permitting the clerk to make 


coplevat large. of the proceedings of the 


congreſs, 


„ 


congreſs, for all the colonies, they think : 
it proper; ſhould be furniſhed therewith; 
Reſolved, That the gentlemen from the 
Maſſach ſetts-bay be requeſted to ſend a 
copy thereof to the colony of New Hamp- 
ſhire; the gentlemen of Maryland to Vir- 
ginia; and the gentlemen of South Caro- 
lina to Georgia, and North Carolina. 


Signed per order, 
J. Cor rox, Clerk. 
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An account of the diſpoſition of the C. 5oo. 
granted by 'ordinance, and received of 
the treaſurer, by William Murdock, 
Edward Tilghman, and Thomas Ring- 
gold. N - 


expences of the com- 3 old, C. 500, at 5/5 dwt. as 
bro ew York, 138 44x] 2? $5500 8610s per | 
there and backa gain. Tao | | . t& 
To caſh paid expreſs to ] 409 Spaniſh piſtoles, at 27/. 532 3 
New York, to give 15 5 Half Johannes, at 1 14 7 6 
notice of our coming. 4 French piſtoles, at 26ſ6. 5 6 
To paid for expreſs, to 1 Moid ore. 24 3 6 
ſend a copy of our * 1 10 1 Half ät, 119 
proceedings * cha | © 
Speaker of Virginia; 
To paid for a bill of ex- 
change, to remit to | - 
Charles Garth, Eſq; | 
with the addreſs and $247 10 
petitions 150/. ſter- 
ling, at 65 per cent. 
exchange - 
Caſh remainingin hand * 
127 - piſtoles, and | 172, 7 84 


To caſh paid the whole C. . 4. By cath received of the Treaſurer in 


follows : 
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HT Hey "October 26, 765. 
81 R. 
E had i Tt” to be n : 
by the houſe of repreſentatives of 
the province of Maryland, a committee, 
to meet committees of the members of aſ- 
ſembly of the other colonies on this con- 
tinent, at New York, the firſt of this 
inſtant, to join in a general, and united, 
dutiful, loyal, and humble repreſentation 
of the condition of thoſe colonies, to his 
Majeſty and the parliament, and to im- 
plore relief from the grievous burthens 
lately laid upon our trade, and the taxes 
and duties lately impoſed on us, eſpecially 
by the Stamp-act. | 
Accordingly members from nine colo- 

nies met, to wit, from the Maſſachuſetts- 
bay, Connecticut, Rhode-iſland and Pro- 
vidence plantations, New-York, New- 
_ Jerſey, Pennſylvania, | the government of 
the counties of Newelſtle, Kent and Suſ- 
ſex, upon Delaware, Maryland, and South 
Carolina, but as you'll find the addreſs, 
&c. ſigned only by members from fix of 
thoſe. colonies, it may be proper to ac- 
quaint you with the reaſons why they did 
not all ſign, though they. all concurred 


with the e proceedings. 
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The lieutenant-governor of New-York | 
| prorogued their aſſembly from time to 
time, ſo that their houſe had not an op- 
portunity of appointing members with. full 
powers to join, and ſign the addreſs, &c. 
Yet the aſſembly of New-York having, 
at their laſt meeting, appointed five of 

their members as a committee, not only 
to correſpond with their agent at home, 
but alſo during the receſs of the houſe, to 
write to and correſpond with the ſeveral 
_ aſſemblies, or committees of aſſemblies on 
this continent, on the ſubje& matter of 
the ſeveral late acts of parliament, fo grie- 
vous and dangerous to their colonies, it 
was thought proper to admit this com- 
mittee to join in the conferences, and 
they agreed to what was done, and pro- 
miſed to uſe their endeavours with their 
aſſembly to concur alſo whenever they. 
ſhould be permited to meet. 

The South-Carolina aſſembly, not right- 
ly viewing the propoſal (which originally 
came from the a embly of the govern- 
ment of the Maſſachuſetts-bay) as it was 
intended that the ſeveral committees, 
when met, ſhould frame and ſign an ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty, and memorial and 
petition to the parliament, to be imme- 
diately diſpatched by the congreſs, in- 
ſtructed their members (Meſſrs. Lynch, 

F 2 Rutledge, 


341 
Rutledge, and Gadſden) to return their 
proceedings to them for approbation. The 
Connecticut aſſembly made the ſame re- 
ſtrictions in their inſtructions. The aſ- 
ſembly alſo of New Hampſhire wrote, 
that they had reſolved, That notwith- 
ſtanding they were ſenſible ſuch a repre- 
ſentation ought to be made, and approved 
of the propoſed method for obtaining 
thereof, yet the preſent ſituation of their 
governmental affairs would not permit 
them to appoint a committee to attend 
ſuch meeting, but ſhould be ready to join 
in any addreſs to his Majeſty and the par- 
liament they might be honoured with the 
knowledge of, probable to anſwer the pro- 
poſed end: and the Speaker of the aſſem- 
bly of Georgia wrote, that a majority of 
their members had applied to the gover- 
nor to call their aſſembly, and he did not 
think it expedient, which was the reaſon 
they did not ſend a committee as propoſed, 
but requeſted us to tranſmit a copy of our 
proceedings to them (which will be done) 
and that their aſſembly would meet about 
this time, and he did not doubt but they 
ſhould act ſo as to convince the ſiſter co- 
lonies of their inviolable attachment to the 
common cauſe : we alſo underſtood the 
| North-Carolina, and we know the Virgi- 
nia aſſembly was prorogued, whereby = 
TAY: 27 | e could 
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could not have the opportunity of joining 
us; ſo that we doubt not but the colonies 
who have not ſigned, will very ſpeedily 
tranſmit ſimilar addreſſes, &c. if their 
aſſemblies ſhould not be hindered from 
meeting: and to this purpoſe, we hope 
you'll ſoon hear from the aſſembly of 
South-Carolina, By the gentlemen of 
that colony we were favoured with a fight 
of your late letters, and informed of your 
careful and ſpirited conduct with regard 
to the intereſts of that colony, and that, 
together with your declaration which we 
find in thoſe letters, that you enjoy an in- 
dependent ſeat in the Britiſh parliament, 
induced us (as we have no eſtabliſhed 
agent at preſent, for this province, nor have 
et been able to obtain a law to tax our- 
ſelves for that purpoſe) to trouble you 
with our requeſt, that you will preſent the 
incloſed addreſs to his Majeſty, and me- 
morial and petition to the houſes of parlia- 
ment, and exert your utmoſt intereſt and 
abilities in behalf of this poor diſtreſſed 
country, and of this province in particular. 
| We hope, as there is a change in the 
miniſtry, and as the gentlemen in the 
houſe of commons may, at their next 
meeting, take a more enlarged view of 
the true intereſt of Great-Britain and her 
! colonies, they will find it to be in ſup- 
| porting 


* 


Wy 
porting the rights and encouraging the 


trade of the latter, and that the happineſs 
of the mother-country and her colonies 


muſt be inſeparable, and that we ſhall : 


obtain relief. 
The ſeveral committees agreed to re- 
commend it to their reſpeCtive colonies, 


to appoint ſpecial agents on this occaſion, 
and to inſtru them to unite their utmoſt 


intereſt and endeavours for that purpoſe, 


One addreſs, &c. was tranſmited by the 
gentlemen of the Maſſachuſetts govern- 


ment, immediately. to their agent (Mr, 


Jackſon we underſtood) and we expect 


= 
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the other colonies will have duplicates ſent 


to their agents, and we hope will all unite 


in expence and inſtructions, to have able 
counſel before both the lords and com- 
mons, as our petitions pray. 
WMe were intruſted with the diſpoſition 
of ſome money upon this occaſion, and 
incloſe you a bill of exchange, on Meſſrs. 
Capel and Oſgood Hanbury, for one 
Ho pounds ſterling, as 


compenſation for your trouble and 1 


pence in this affair. We doubt not our 


aſſembly will approve of what we do in 


this matter; and as they are to meet the 


laſt of this month, we ſhall lay our pro- 


ceedings before them, and it is probable 
a they will write you more fully, and fur- 


niſh 


371 
niſh you with ſuch further inſtructions 


and arguments as may appear to them to 
be proper to be given and urged on this 
occaſion, in behalf of the colonies. 

We are, 


Your moſt obedient ſervants. 


F N 
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Doctor BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, Ge. 


HAT is your name, and place 
of abode? „ 

A. Franklin, of Philadelphia. 
Q. Do the Americans pay any conſi- 
derable taxes among themſelves? ä 

A. Certainly many, and very heavy 
taxes. | 
= What are the preſent taxes in Penn- 
ſylvania, laid by the laws of the colony? 
A. There are taxes on all eſtates real 
and perſonal, a poll tax, a tax on all of- 
fices, profeſſions, trades and buſineſſes, 
according to their profits; an exciſe on 
all wine, rum, and other ſpirits; and a 
duty of Ten Pounds per head on all Ne- 
groes imported, with ſome other duties. 
Q. For what purpoſes are thoſe taxes 


laid? Sy 
B EC 
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2m 
A. For the ſupport of the civil and 
military eſtabliſhments of the country, and 
to diſcharge the heavy debt contracted in 
the laſt war. | 
Q. How long are thoſe taxes to con- 
tinue ? 3 
A. Thoſe for diſcharging the debt are 
to continue till 1772, and longer, if the 
debt ſhould not be then all diſcharged. 
The others muſt always continue. 
Q. Was it not expected that the debt 
would have been ſooner diſcharged? 
A. It was, when the peace was made 
with France and Spain—But a freſh war 
breaking out with the Indians, a freſh load 
of debt was incurred, and the taxes, of 
_ courſe, continued longer by a new law. 
Q. Are not all the people very able to 
pay thoſe taxes ? * 
A. No. The frontier counties, all along 
the continent, having been frequently ra- 
vaged by the enemy, and greatly impo-— 
veriſhed, are able to pay very little tax. 
And therefore, in conſideration of their 
diſtreſſes, our late tax laws do expreſsly 
favour thoſe counties, excuſing the af. 
ferers ; and I ſuppoſe the ſame is done in 
other governments. | SR 
. Are not you concerned in the ma- 
nagement of the Poſt-Office in America? 
A. Yes. I am Deputy Poſt-Maſter 
General of North-America. £ 
Q. Don't 
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Q. Don't you think the diſtribution of 
ſtamps, by poſt, to all the inhabitants, 


very practicable, if there was no oppo- 


ſition ? 

A. The poſts only go along the ſea- 
coaſts; they do not, except in a few in- 
ſtances, go back into the country ; and if 
they did, ſending for ſtamps by poſt would 
occaſion an expence of poſtage, amount- 


ing, .in many caſes, to much more than 
that of the ſtamps themſelves. 1 


Are you acquainted with New- 


foundland'i ? 
A. I never was there. 


Q. Do you know whether there: are any 
poſt-roads on that iſland ? 


A. I have heard that there are no roads 
at all; but that the communication be- 


tween one ſettlement and another is by 


ſea only. 


Q. Can you diſperſe the ſtamps * poſt 
in Canada? 

A. There is only a poſt between Mont- 
real and Quebec. The inhabitants live 
ſo ſcattered and remote from each other, 


in that vaſt country, that poſts cannot be 


ſupported among them, and therefore they 


cannot get ſtamps per poſt. The Engliſh 


Colonies too, along the frontiers, are very 


thinly ſettled. 
; B 2 Q. F rom 
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A. For the ſupport of the civil and 
military eſtabliſhments of the country, and 

to diſcharge the heavy debt contracted in 

the laſt war. 5 
QQ. How long are thoſe taxes to con- 
tinue? 2 

A. Thoſe for diſcharging the debt are 
to continue till 1772, and longer, if the 
debt ſhould not be then all diſcharged. 
The others muſt always continue. 

Q. Was it not expected that the debt 
would have been ſooner diſcharged ? : 
A. It was, when the peace was made 
with France and Spain But a freſh war 
breaking out with the Indians, a freſh load 
of debt was incurred, and the taxes, of 
courſe, continued longer by a new law. 

Q. Are not all the people very able to 
pay thoſe taxes ? * | 

A. No. The frontier counties, all along 
the continent, having been frequently ra- 


vaged by the enemy, and greatly impo-= 


veriſhed, are able to pay very little tax. 
And therefore, in conſideration of their 
diſtreſſes, our late tax laws do expreſs] 
favour thoſe counties, excuſing the luf. 
ferers; and I ſuppoſe the ſame is done in 
other governments. OO 
Q. Are not you concerned in the ma- 
nagement of the Poſt-Office in America? 
A. Yes, I am Deputy Poſt-Maſter 
General of North-America. 5 
Q. Don't 
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thinly ſettled. 
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Q. Don't you think the diſtribution of 
ſtamps, by poſt, to all the inhabitants, 


very practicable, if there was no oppo- 


ſition? 


A. The poſts only go along the ſea- 


coaſts ; they do not, except in a few ein- 


ſtances, go back into the country ; and if 
they did, ſending for ſtamps by poſt would 


occaſion an expence of poſtage, amount- 
ing, in many caſes, to much more than 


that of the ſtamps themſelves. 


Q. Are you acquainted with News 
foundland ? 


A. I never was there. 


Q. Do you know whether there are any 
poſt-roads on that iſland ? 


A. I have heard that there are no roads 


at all; but that the communication be- 
tween one ſettlement and another is by 


ſea only. 
Q. Can you diſperſe the ſtamps by poſt 


in Canada? 
A. There is only a poſt between Mont- 


real and Quebec. The inhabitants' live 
ſo ſcattered and remote from each other, 
in that vaſt country, that poſts cannot be 


| ſupported among them, and therefore they 


cannot get ſtamps per poſt. The Engliſh 
Colonies too, along the frontiers, are very 
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555 From the thinneſs of the back ſet- 

tlements, would not the ſtamp- act be ex- 
tremely inconvenient to the 8 
if executed? 

A. To be ſure it would; as many of 
the inhabitants could not get ſtamps when 
they had occation for them, without tak- 
ing long journeys, and ſpending perhaps 
Three or Four Pounds, that the Crown 
might get Sixpence. 

Q. Are not the Colonies, from their 
circumſtances, very able to pay the ſtamp 
duty. 

A. In my opinion, there is not gold 
and filver enough in the Colonies to Pay 
the ſtamp duty for one year. 

Q. Don't you know that the money 
ariſing from the ſtamps was all to be laid 
out in America? 

A. I know it is appropriated by the act 
to the American ſervice; but it will be 
ſpent in the conquered Colonies, where 
the ſoldiers are, not in the Colonies that 
pay it. 

Is there not a balance of trade due 
from the Colonies where the troops are 
poſted, that will bring back the money 

to the old colonies ? | 

A. I think not. I believe very little 
would come back. I know of no trade 
likely to bring it back. I think it would 
come from the Colonies where it was 


ſpent 
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ſpent directly to England; for J have al- 
ways obſerved, that in every Colony the 
more plenty the means of remittance to 
England, the more goods are ſent for, and 
the more trade with England carried on. 
What number of white inhabitants 
do you think there are in Pennſylvania ? 
A. I ſuppoſe there may be about 
160,000. 
What number of them are Quakers? ? 
A. Perhaps a third. 
Q. What number of Germans? 
A. Perhaps another third; but I « can- 
not ſpeak with certainty. 
| Have any number of the Germans 
ſeen ſervice, as ſoldiers, in Europe ? 
A. Yes,—many of them, both in Eu- 
rope and America. 
Q. Are they as much diſſatisfied with 
the ſtamp- duty as the Engliſh ? 
A. Yes, and more; and with reaſon, 
as their ſtamps are, in many caſes, to be 
double. 
Q. How many white men do you ſup- 
poſe there are in North-America? 
A. About 400,000, from ſixteen to 
fixty years of age. 
Q What may be the amount of one 
year's imports into nn from 
? 


I have been informed that our mer- 
chants 
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_ chants compute the imports from Britain 


to be above 500,000 Pounds. 
Q. What may be the amount of the 


produce of your province exported to Bri- 
tain ? 


A. It muſt be ſmall, as we produce 


little that is wanted in Britain. I ſuppoſe 


it cannot exceed 40, ooo Pounds. 
Q. How then do you pay the balance? 


A. The balance is paid by our produce 


carried to the Weſt-Indies, and ſold in 
our own iſlands, or to the French, Spa- 
niards, Danes and Dutch; by the ſame 
carried to other colonies in North-Ame- 


rica, as to New-England, Nova-Scotia, 


Newfoundland, Carolina and Georgia; 


by the ſame carried to different parts of 


Euro e, as Spain, Portugal and Italy. In 
all * 50 places we receive either money, 
bills of E „. or commodities that 
ſuit for remittance to Britain; which, to- 
gether with all the profits on the induſtry 
of our merchants and mariners, ariſing in 
thoſe circuitous voyages, and the freights 
made by their ſhips, center finally in Bri- 
tain to Ae the balance, and pay for 
Britiſh manfactures continually uſed in 


the province, or ſold to foreigners by our 
traders. 


Q. Have you heard of any difficulties 
lately laid on the Spaniſh trade? 


A. Ves, 
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A. Ves, I have heard that it has bien 
greatly obſtructed by ſome new regula- 


tions, and by the Engliſh men of war 


and cutters ſtationed all along the coaſt in 


America. 

Q. Do you think | it right that America 
ſhould be protected by this country, and 
pay no part of the expence ? 

A. That is not the caſe. The Colo- 
nies raiſed, cloathed and payed, during 
the laſt war, near 25000 men, and ſpent 
many millions. 

Q. Were you not reimburſed by parlia= 
ment ? 

A. We were only reimburſed what, in 
your opinion, we had advanced beyond 
our proportion, or beyond what might 
reaſonably be expected from us; and it 
was a very ſmall part of what we ſpent. 
Pennſylvania, in particular, diſburſed a- 
bout 500,000 Pounds, and the reimburſe- 
ments, in the whole, did not exceed 
60,000 Pounds. 

Q. You have ſaid that you pay heavy 
taxes in Pennſylvania; what do they a- 
mount to in the Pound? | 
A. The tax on all eſtates, real and per- 
cs is Eighteen Pence in the Pound, 
fully rated ; and the tax on the profits of 
trades and profeſſions, with other taxes, 


do, I ſuppoſe, make full Half a Crown in 
the Pound. 
Q. Do 
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Q. Do you know any thing of the rate 


of exchange in Pennſylvania, and whether 


it has fallen lately ? 
A. It is commonly from 170 to 17 5. 


| T have heard that it has fallen lately from 


175 to 162 and a half, owing, I ſuppoſe, 


to their leſſening their orders for goods ; 


and when their debts to this country are 


paid, I think the exchange will probably 


be at par. 
Q. Do not you think the people of 


America would ſubmit to pay the ſtamp- 


duty, if it was moderated ? 
A. No, never, unleſs compelled by 
AA 
. Are not the taxes in Pennſylvania 
laid on unequally, in order to burthen 
the Engliſh trade, particularly the tax on 
profeſſions and buſineſs ? 
A. It is not more burthenſome i in pro- 
ortion than the tax on lands. It is in- 
tended, and ſuppoſed to take an equal pro- 


portion of profits. 
Q. How is the aſſembly compoſed ? Of 


| what kinds of people are the members, 


landholders or traders ? 
A. It is compoſed of landholders, mer- 
chants and artificers. 
Are not the majority landholders ? ? 
A. I believe they are. 
Q. Do not CR as much as poſlible, 
| ift 
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ſhift the tax off from the land, to eaſe that, 
and lay the burthen heavier on trade ? 

A. I have never underſtood it ſo. I 

never heard ſuch a thing ſuggeſted. And 
indeed an attempt of that kind could an- 

| ſwer no purpoſe. The merchant or tra- 

der is always ſkilled in figures, and ready 
with his pen and ink. If unequal bur- 
thens are laid on his trade, he puts an ad- 
ditional price on his goods; and the con- 
ſumers, who are chiefly landholders, fi- 
nally pay the greateſt part, if not the 
whole. 

Q. What was the temper of America 
towards Great-Britain before the year 
I703? 

A. The beſt in the world. They ſub- 
mitted willingly to the government 15 the 

Crown, and paid, in all their courts, 
obedience to acts of parliament. Nume- 
rous as the people are in the ſeveral old 
provinces, they coſt you nothing 1 in forts, 
citadels, garriſons or armies, to keep them 
in ſubjection. They were governed by 

this country at the expence only of a little 
pen, ink and paper. They were led by 

a thread. They had not only a reſpect, 
but an affection, for Great-Britain, for 

its laws, its cuſtoms and manners, and 
even a fondneſs for its faſhions, that 
greatly increaſed the commerce. Natives 
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of Britain were always treated with parti- 
cular regard; to be an Old England-man 
Was, of itſelf, a character of ſome reſpect, 
and gave a kind of rank among us. 

Q. And what is their temper now. 

A. O, very much altered. 

Q. Did you ever hear the authority of 
parliament to mae laws for America 
queſtioned till lately ? 

A. The authority of parliament was al- 
lowed to be valid in all laws, except ſuch 
as ſhould lay internal taxes. It was never 
diſputed 1a laying duties to regulate com- 
ee. 

Q. In what proportion hath population 
ancreaſed in America? 

A. I think the inhabitants of all the 
provinces together, taken at a medium, 
double in about 25 years. But their de- 
mand for Britiſh Mn e increaſes 
much faſter, as the conſumption is not 
merely in proportion to their numbers, 
but grows with the growing abilities of 
the ſame numbers to pay for them. In 
1723, the whole importation from Bri- 
tain to Pennſylvania, was but about 
1 5,000 Pounds Sterling; it is now near 
Half a Million. 

Q. In what light did the people of 
America uſe to conſider the parliament of 
_ Great-Britain ? 


A. They 


EE 

A. They conſidered the parliament as 
the great bulwark and ſecurity of their 
liberties and privileges, and always ſpoke 
of it with the utmoſt reſpe& and venera- 
tion. Arbitrary miniſters, they thought, 
might poſſibly, at times, attempt to op- 
preſs them; but they relied on it, that 
the parliament, on application, would al- 
ways give redreſs. They remembered, 
with gratitude, a ſtrong inſtance of this: 
when a bill was brought into parliament, 
with a clauſe, to make royal inſtructions 
laws in the Colonies, which the Houſe 
of Commons would not paſs, and it was 
thrown out. 

Q. And have they not Rill the fra 
reſpect for parliament ? | 

A. No; it is greatly leſſened. 

Q. To what cauſes is that wing? 

A. To a concurrence of cauſes; the 
reſtraints lately laid on their trade, by 
which the bringing of foreign gold and ſil- 
ver into the Colonies was prevented ; the 
prohibition of making paper money among 
themſelves; and then demanding a new 
and heavy tax by ſtamps; taking away, 
at the ſame time, trials by juries, "and re- 
fuſing to receive and hear their humble 
petitions. 

Q. Don't you think they would ſubmit 
to the ſtamp- act, if it was modified, the 

C 2 obnoxious 
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obnoxious parts taken out, and the duty 
reduced to ſome particulars, of ſmall mo- 
ment? 

A. No; they will never ſubmit to it. 

Q. What do you think is the reaſon 
that the people of America increaſe er 
than in England? 

A. Becauſe they marry younger, and 
more generally. 

Q. Why fo? 

A. Becauſe any young couple that are 
induſtrious, may eaſily obtain land of their 
own, on which they can raiſe a family. 

Q. Are not the lower rank of people 
more at their eaſe in America than 1 in Eng- 
land ? 

A. They may be ſo, if they are ſober 
and diligent, as they are better paid for 
their labour. 

Q.. What is your opinion of a future 
tax, impoſed on the ſame principle with 
that of the ſtamp-act; how would the 
Americans receive it? 

A. Juſt as they do this, They would 
not pay it. 

Q. Have not you heard of the reſolu- 
tions of this Houſe, and of the Houſe of 
Lords, aſſerting the right of parliament 
relating to America, including a power to 
tax the people there? 

A. Yes, I have heard of ſuch reſolu- 


tions, 
Q. What 
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Q.. What will be the opinion of the 
Americans on thoſe reſolutions ? 
A. They will think them unconſtitu- 
tional and unjuſt. 
Q. Was it an opinion in America be- 

fore 1763, that the parliament had no 
right to lay taxes and duties there? 

A. I never heard any objection to the 

right of laying duties to regulate com- 
merce; but a right to lay internal taxes 
was never ſuppoſed to be in parliament, 
as we are not repreſented there. 

Q. On what do you found your opinion, 
that the people in America made any ſuch 
diſtinction ? 

A. I know that whenever the ſubje& 
has occurred in converſation where I have 
been preſent, it has appeared to be the 
opinion of every one, that we could not 
be taxed in a parliament where we were 
not repreſented. But the payment of du- 
ties laid by act of parliament, as regula- 
tions of commerce was never diſputed. 

Q. But can you name any act of aſſem- 
bly, or public act of any of your govern- 
ments, that made ſuch diſtinction? 

A. I do not know that there was any; 
IJ think there was never an occaſion to 
make any ſuch act, till now that you have 
attempted to tax us; that has occaſioned 
reſolutions of aſſembly, declaring the diſ- 

tinction, 
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tinction, in which I think every aſſembly 
on the continent, and every member in 
every aſſembly, have been unanimous. 
Q. What then could occaſion conver- 
ſations on that ſubject before that time. 


A. There was in 1754 a propoſition 


made (I think it came from hence) that 
in caſe of a war, which was then appre- 
hended, the governors of the Colonies 


ſhould meet, and order the levying of 


troops, building of forts, and taking every 
other neceſſary meaſure for the general 
defence; and ſhould draw on the treaſury 
here for the ſums expended, which were 
afterwards to be raiſed in the Colonies by 
a general tax, to be laid on them by act 
of parliament. This occaſioned a good 
deal of converſation on the ſubject, and 
the general opinion was, that the parlia- 
ment neither would nor could lay any tax 
on us, till we were duly repreſented in 
parliament, becauſe it was not juſt, nor 
agreeable to the nature of an Engliſh con- 
ſtitution. 1. 
Q. Don't you know there was a time 
in New-York, when it was under con- 
ſideration to make an application to par- 
liament to lay taxes on that Colony, upon 
a deficiency ariſing from the aſſembly's 
refuſing or neglecting to raiſe the neceſ- 
ſary ſupplies for the ſupport of the civil 
government? 5 „ 
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A. I never heard of it. 
Q. There was ſuch an application un- 


der conſideration in New-York; and do 
you apprehend they could ſuppoſe the 


right of parliament to lay a tax in America 
was only local, and confined to the caſe 
of a deficiency in a particular Colony, by 
a refuſal of its aſſembly to raiſe the neceſ- 
ſary ſupplies ? FL : 

A. They could not ſuppoſe ſuch a caſe, 
as that the aſſembly would not raiſe the 
neceſſary ſupplies to ſupport its own go- 
vernment. An aſſembly that would re- 
fuſe it muſt want common ſenſe, which 
cannot be ſuppoſed. I think there was 
never any ſuch caſe at New-York, and that 


it muſt be a miſrepreſentation, or the fact 


muſt be miſunderſtood. I know there 
have been ſome attempts, by miniſterial 
inſtructions from hence, to oblige the aſ- 
ſemblies to ſettle permanent ſalaries on 
governors, which they wiſely refuſed to 
do; but I believe no aſſembly of New- 
Vork, or any other Colony, ever refuſed 
duly to ſupport government by proper al- 
lowances, from time to time, to public 
officers. | 


Q. But in caſe a governor, acting by 


_ inſtruction, ſhould call on an aſſembly to 
raiſe the neceſſary ſupplies, and the aſſem- 
bly ſhould refuſe to do it, do you not 


think 
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think it would * be for the good of the 
people of the colony, as well as neceſſary 
to government, that the parliament ſhould 
tax them? 

A. Ido not think it would be neceſſary. 
If an aſſembly could poſſibly be fo abſurd 


as to refuſe raiſing the ſupplies requiſite - 


for the maintenance of government among 
them, they could not long remain in ſuch 
a ſituation; the diſorders and confuſion 
occaſioned by it muſt ſoon bring them to 
reaſon. 

Q. If it ſhould not, ought not the 
right to be in Great-Britain of applying 
a remedy ? 

A. A right only to be uſed in ſuch a 
caſe, I ſhould have no objection to, ſup- 
poſing it to be uſed merely for the good of 
the people of the Colony. 

But who is to judge of that, Bri- 
tain or the Colony ? 

A. Thoſe that feel can beſt judge. 

. You fay the Colonies have always 
ſubmitted to external taxes, and object to 


the right of parliament only in laying in- 


ternal taxes; now can you ſhew that there 
is any kind of difference between the two 
taxes to the Colony on which they may 
be laid ? 
A. I think the difference is very great. 
An external tax 1s a duty laid on commo- 
dities 
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dities imported; that duty is added to the 


firſt coſt, and other charges on the eom- 
modity, and when it is offered to ſale, 
makes a part of the price. If the people 
do not like it at that price, they refuſe it; 
they are not obliged to pay it. But an in- 
ternal tax is forced from the people with- 
out their conſent, if not laid by their own 
repreſentatives. The ſtamp- act ſays, we 
ſhall have no commerce, make no exchange 
of property with each other, neither pur- 
chaſe nor grant, nor recover debts; we 
ſhall neither marry nor make our wills, 
unleſs we pay ſuch and ſuch ſums, and 
thus it is intended to extort our money 
from us, or ruin us by the conſequences 
of refuſing to pay it. 5 
Q. But ſuppoſing the internal tax or 
duty to be laid on the neceſſaries of life 


imported into your colony, will not that 


be the ſame thing in its effects as an in- 
| ternal tax? 


A. I do not know a fingle article im- 


ported into the Northern Colonies, but 
what they can either do without, or make 
themſelves. | 
Qi. Don't you think cloth from England 
_ abſolutely neceſſary to them? 
A. No, by no means abſolutely neceſ- 
fary ; with induſtry ànd good management, 
they may very well ſupply themſelves with 


all they want. 
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Will it not take a long time to eſta- 
bliſh that manufacture among them; and 
muſt they not in the mean while ſuffer 
. 
A. I think not. They have made a 
ſurpriſing progreſs already. And I am of 


opinion, that before their old clothes are 
worn out, they will have new ones of 


their own making. 


Q. Can they poſſibly find weed enough 


in 3 America? 


A. They have taken ſteps to ems 
the wool. T hey entered into general 


combinations to eat no more lamb, and 


very few lambs were killed laſt year. This 


courſe perſiſted in, will ſoon make a pro- 


digious difference in the quantity of wool. 


And the eſtabliſhing of great manufacto- 
ries, like thoſe in the clothing towns here, 
is not neceſſary, as it is where the buſineſs 
is to be carried on for the purpoſes of 
trade. The people will all ſpin, and 


work for themſelves, in their own houſes. 


Q. Can there be wool and manufacture 
enough in one or two years ? 
A. In three years, I think, there may. 
Does not the ſeverity of the winter, 
in 5 Northern Colonies, occaſion the 
wool to be of bad quality ? 
A. No; the wool is very fine and 
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Q. In the more Southern Colonies, as 
in Virginia, don't you know that the wool 
is coarſe, and only a kind of hair? 

A. I don't know it. I never heard it. 
Vet IJ have been ſometimes in Virginia. I 
cannot ſay I ever took particular notice of 
the wool there, but I believe it is good, 
though I cannot ſpeak poſitively of it ; 
but Virginia, and the Colonies ſouth of it, 


| haveleſs occaſion for wool; their winters 


are ſhort, and not very ſevere, and they 

can very well clothe themſelves with linen 

and cotton of their own —_— for the reſt 
of the year. 

_Q. Are not the peop ple in the more 

Northern Colonies obliged to fodder their 
ſheep all the winter ? 

A. In ſome of the moſt Northern Colo- 
nies they may be obliged to do it ſome. 
part of the winter. 

Q. Conſidering the reſolutions of par- 
liament, as to the right, do you think, 
if the ſtamp- act is repealed, that the 
North-Americans will be fatisfied ? 

A. I believe they will, 

Q. Why do you * ſo? 

A. I think hs reſolutions of right will 
give them very little concern, if they are 
never attempted to be carried into prac- 
tice. The Colonies will probably conſi- 
der themſelves in the ſame ſituation, in 

Ws © that 
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that 1 with Ireland; they know vou 


claim the ſame right with regard to Ire- 
land, but you never exerciſe it. And 
they may believe you never will exerciſe 
it in the Colonies, any more than in Ire- 
land, unleſs on ſome very extraordinary 
occaſion. 
Q. But who are to be the judges of 

that extraordinary occaſion | ? Is not the 
parliament : ? 

A. Though the parliament may judge 
of the occaſion, the people will think it 
can never exerciſe ſuch right, till repre- 
ſentatives from the Colonies are admitted 
into parliament, and that whenever the 
occaſion ariſes, repreſentatives will be 
ordered. 

Did you never hear that Maryland, 
during the laſt war, had refuſed to furniſh 
a quota towards the common defence ? 

A. Maryland has been much miſrepre- 
ſented in that matter. Maryland, to my 
knowledge, never refuſed to contribute, or 
grant aids to the crown. The aſſemblies 
every year, during the war, voted con- 
ſiderable ſums, and formed bills to raiſe 
them. The bills were, according to the 
conſtitution of that province, ſent up to 
the council, or upper houſe, for concur- 
rence, that they might be preſented to the 
governor, in order to be enacted into laws. 


Unhappy 
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Unhappy diſputes between the two houſes 
ariſing, from the defects of that conſtitu- 
tion principally, rendered all the bills but 
one or two abortive. The proprietary's 
council rejected them. It is true, Mary- 
land did not contribute its proportion, 
but it was, in my opinion, the fault of 
the government, not of the people. 
Q. Was it not talked of in the other 
provinces as a proper meaſure to apply to 
gy to compel them ? | 

I have heard ſuch diſcourſe 5 but as 
it was well known, that the people were 
Not to blame, no ſuch application was 
ever made, nor any ſtep taken towards it. 

Q. Was it not propoſed at a public 
meeting ? | 5 

A. Not that I know of. 

Q. Do you remember the aboliſhing of 
the paper currency in New-England, by 
act of aſſembly ? 

A. I do remember its being aboliſhed, 
in the Maſſachuſett's Bay. 

. Was not Lieutenant-Governor Hut- 
chinſon principally concerned in that 
_ tranſaction? 

A. I have heard ſo. 

Q. Was it not at that time a very un- 
popular law? 

A. I believe it might, though I can 
fay little about it, as I lived at a diſtance 
from that province. 

Q. Was 
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Q. Was not the ſcarcity of gold and 

ſilver an argument uſed _—_ aboliſhing 
the paper? 

A. I ſuppoſe it was. 

Q. What is the preſent opinion there 


of that law? Is it as unpopular as it was 
at firſt ? 


A. I think it is not. 

Q. Have not inſtructions from hence 
been ſometimes ſent over to governors, 
highly oppreſſive and unpolitical | ? 
es. 

Q. Have not ſome governors diſpenſed 
with them for that reaſon ? 

A. Yes; I have heard ſo. 

Q. Did the Americans ever diſpute the 
controuling power of parliament to regu= 
late the commerce? 

Rr Mos: -- 

Q. Can any thing leſs than a military 
force carry the ſtamp-a& into execution? 
A. I do not ſee how a military force 

can be applied to that purpoſe. 
Q. Why may it not? 

A. Suppoſe a military force ſent into 
America, they will find nobody in arms; 
what are they then to do? They cannot 

force a man to take ſtamps who chuſes to 

do without them. They will not find a 
rebellion; they may indeed make one. 

Bd 65 the act is not repealed, what do 
you think will be the 5 ? Y 


„ 

A. A total loſs of the reſpect and * 
fection the people of America bear to this 
country, and of all the commerce that 
depends on that reſpect and affeQtion. 

. How can the commerce be affected? 

A. You will find, that if the act is not 
repealed, they will take very little of) your 
manufactures in a ſhort time. 

Q. Is it in their * to do without 
them? 

A. I think they 88 very well do 
without them. 

Q. Is it their intereſt not to take them ? 

A. The goods they take from Britain 


are either neceſſaries, mere conveniences, 


or ſuperfluities. The firſt, as cloth, &c. 

with a little induſtry they can make at 
home; the ſecond they can do without, 
till they are able to provide them among 
themſelves; and the laſt, which are much 
the greateſt part, they will ſtrike off im- 
mediately. They are mere articles of 
faſhion, purchaſed and conſumed, becauſe 
the faſhion in a reſpected country, but 
will now be deteſted and rejected. The 
people have already ſtruck off, by general 
agreement, the uſe of all goods faſhiona- 
ble in mournings, and many thouſand 
pounds worth are ſent back as unſaleable. 
Q. Is it their intereſt to make cloth at 

home ? | 
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A. I think they may at preſent pet it 
cheaper from Britain, I mean of the ſame 
fineneſs and neatneſs of workmanſhip ; 
but when one conſiders other circum- 
ſtances, the reſtraints on their trade, and 
the difficulty of making remittances, it is 
their intereſt to make every thing. 

Q. Suppoſe an act of internal regula- 
tions connected with a tax, how would 
they receive it? 7 

I chink it would be objected to. 

Q. Then no regulation with a tax 
would be ſubmitted to? 

A. Their opinion is, that when aids to 
the Crown are wanted, they are to be aſked 
of the ſeveral afſemblies, according to the 
old eſtabliſhed uſage, who 'will, as they 
always have done, grant them freely. 
And that their money ought not to be 
given away, without their conſent, b 
perſons at a diſtance, unacquainted wit 
their circumſtances and abilities, The 
granting aids to the Crown, is the only 
means they have of recommending them 
ſelves to their ſovereign, and they think it 
extremely hard and unjuſt, that a body of 
men, in which they have no repreſenta- 
tives, ſhould make a merit to itſelf of giv- 
ing and granting what is not its own, but 
theirs, and deprive them of a right they 
efteem of the utmoſt value and import- 
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ance, äs it is the ear of all their other 
rights. 

Q. But is not the poſt-office, which 
they have long received, a tax as well as 
a regulation? 

A. No; the money paid for the pd 
age of a letter is not of the nature of a 
tax; it is merely a quantum meruit for a 
ſervice done; no perſon is compellable to 
pay the money, if he does not chuſe to 
receive the ſervice. A man may ſtill; as 
before the act, ſend his letter by a ſervant, 
a ſpecial meſſenger, or a friend, if he 
thinks it cheaper and ſafer. 

Q. But do they not conſider the regu- 
lations of the poſt- office, by the act of 
laſt year as a tax? 
A. By the regulations of laſt year the 
rate of poſtage was generally abated near 
thirty per cent. through all America; 
they certainly cannot conſider ſuch abate- 
ment as a tax. 

If an exciſe was laid by parliament, 
which they might likewiſe avoid paying, 
by not conſuming the articles exciſed, 
would they then not object to it? 

A. They would certainly object to it, 
as an exciſe is unconnected with any ſer- 
vice done, and is merely an aid whick 
they think ought to be aſked of them, 
and granted by them, if they are to pay 
it, and can be granted for them by no 

| E others 
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others whatſozver, whom they have not 
impowered for that purpoſſ e. 
Q. You ſay they do not object to the 
right of parliament, in laying duties on 
goods to be paid on their importation; 
now, is there any kind of difference be- 
tween a duty on the importation of goods, 
and an exciſe on their conſumption? 
A. Yes; a very material one; an ex- 

ciſe, for the reaſons I have juſt mentioned, 
they think you can have no right to lay 
within their country. But the ſea is 
yours; you maintain, by your fleets, the 
ſafety of navigation in it, and keep it clear 
of pirates; you may have therefore a na- 
tural and equitable right to ſome toll or 
duty on merchandizes carried through that 
part of your dominions, towards defray- 
ing the expence you are at in ſhips to 
maintain the ſafety of that carriage. 

Q. Does this reaſoning hold in the caſe 
of a duty laid on the produce of their 
lands exported ? And would they not then 
object to ſuch a duty? „ 

A. If it tended to make the produce ſo 
much dearer abroad as to leſſen the de- 
mand for it, to be ſure they would object 
to ſuch a duty; not to your right of lay- 
ing it, but they would complain of it as 
a burthen, and petition you to lighten it. 

Q. Is not the duty paid on the tobacco 
exported a duty of that kind? 5 
8 : A. Fhat, 
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&. That, I think, is only on tobacco 

carried coaſtwiſe from one Colony to ano- 

ther, and appropriated as a fund for ſup- 

porting the college at Williamſburgh, in 
irginia. 

Q. Have not the aſſemblies in the 
Weſt-Indies the ſame natural rights with 
thoſe in North-America ? 

A. Undoubtedly. 

Q. And is there not a tax laid there on 
their ſugars exported ? 

A. I am not much acquainted with the 
Weſt-Indies, but the duty of four and a. 
half per cent. on ſugars exported, was, 1 

1 granted by their own afſemblies. 
Q. How much is the poll- tax in your 
province laid on unmarried men? 

A. It is, I think Fifteen Shillings, to 
be paid by every ſingle freeman, upwards 
of twenty-one years old. 

Q. What is the annual amount of all 

the taxes in Pehnſylvania ? 

A. I ſuppoſe about 20,000 Pounds 
ſterling. 

Q. Suppoling the ſtamp-a&t continued, 

and enforced, do you imagine that ill-hu- 
mour wall induce the Americans to give as 
much for worſe manufactures of their own, 
and uſe them, preferably to better of ours ? 
A. Yes, I think ſo. People will pay 
as freely to gratify one paſſion as another, 
their reſentment as their pride. 
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Q. Would the people at n 4iſ- 
_— their trade? 
The merchants are a very ſmall 
. ig compared with the body of the 
people, and muſt diſcontinue their trade, 
if nobody will buy their goods. 
Q. What are the body of the people ir in. - 
the C6lonies ? 
A. They are farmers, huſbandmen or 
planters. 


Q. Would they ſuffer the produce of 


their lands to rot? 


A. No; but they would not raiſe ſo 
much. They would manufacture more, 


* plough leſs. 


Q. Would they live without the ad- 
r eee of juſtice 1 in civil matters, and 
ſuffer all the inconveniencies of ſuch a 
ſituation for any conſiderable time, rather 


than take the ſtamps, - ſuppoſing the 
| ſtamps were protected by a ſufficient force, 


_ every one might have them? _ 
A. I think the ſuppoſition impractica- 

ag that the ſtamps ſhould be ſo protected 
as that every one might have them. The 
act requires ſub-diſtributors to be ap- 


pointed in every county town, diſtrict and 
village, and they would be neceſſary. But 


the principal diſtributors, who were to 


have had a conſiderable profit on the whole, 


have not thought it worth while to con- 
tinug 


5 
E - 

tinue in the office, and I think it impoſſi- 
ble to find ſub-diſtributors fit to be truſted, 
who, for the trifling profit that muſt 
come to their ſhare, would incur the 
odium, and run the hazard that would 
attend it; and if they could be found, I 
think it impracticable to protect the 
ſtamps in ſo many diſtant and remote 
. places. . 
Q But in places where they could be 


protected, would not the people uſe them 


rather than remain in ſuch a ſituation, un- 


able to obtain any right, or recover, by 


law, any debt? PS” 

A. It is hard to ſay what they would 
do. I can only judge what other people 
will think, and how they will act, by 
what I feel within myſelf, I have a great 
many debts due to me in America, and I 
had rather they ſhould remain unreco- 
verable by any law, than ſubmit to the 
ſtamp- act. They will be debts of honour. 
It is my opinion the people will either 
continue in that ſituation, or find ſome 
way to extricate themſelves, perhaps by 
generally agreeing to proceed in the 
courts without ſtamps. _ = 
Q. What do you think a ſufficient mili- | 

tary force to protect the diſtribution of 
the ſtamps in every part of America? A | 
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ad: A very great force ; I can't ſay what, 
if the diſpoſition of America is for a gene- 

ral reſiſtance, 


What 1s the 8 of men in 


1 Ace able to bear arms, or of diſci- 
plined militia? 
A. There are, I ſuppoſe, at leaſt 


l Augllan objected to. He withdrew. Called 


in again.] 


Q. Is the American — an equal 
tax on that country? 


. think not. 

Q. Why ſo? 

A. The greateſt part of the money muſt 
ariſe from law-ſuits for the recovery of 


debts, and be paid by the lower ſort of 
people, who were too poor eaſily to pay 


their debts, It is therefore a heavy tax 
on the poor, and a tax upon them for be- 
ing poor. . 
Q. But will not this increaſe of expence 
be a means of leſſening the number of 
1 DB 
I think not; for as the coſts all fall 


H bon the debtor, and are to be paid by 


him, they would be no diſcouragement to 
the creditor to bring his action. 


Q. Would it not have the effect of. ex- 


ceſſive uſury ? 


A. Yes, as an oppreſſion of the debtor, 


e 
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Q. How many ſhips are there laden 
annually in North-America with flax- ſeed 
for Ireland? 

A. I cannot ſpeak to the 8 of 
ſhips, but I know that in 1752, 10,000 
bogſheads of flax-ſeed, each containing 7 
buſhels, were exported from Philadelphia 
to Ireland. I fuppoſe the quantity is 
greatly increaſed ſince that time; and it 
is uiderſtood that the exportation from 
New-York is equal to that from Phila- 
delphia. 
G. What becomes of the flax that 
_ with that flax- ſeed? 

A. They manufacture ſome into coarſe, 
and ſome into a middling kind of linen. 

Q. Are there any flitting-mills in Ame- 
rica? 

A. I think there are three, but I be- 
lieve only one at preſent: employed. I 
ſuppoſe they will all be ſet to work, if 
the interruption of the trade continues. 

Q. Are there any N mills there! ? 

A. A great m 

Q. Did you never hear that a great 
quantity of ſtockings were contracted for, 
for the army, during the war, and manu- 
factured in Philadelphia? 

A. I have heard ſo. 
Q. If the ſtamp- act ſhould hi 1 
| would: not the Americans think they 


| could 
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could oblige the parliament to repeal eyery 
external tax-law now in force? 
A. It is hard to anſwer queſtions of 

what people at ſuch a diſtance will think. 
Q. But what do you imagine they will 
think were the motives of ny the 
act? : 
A. I ſuppoſe they will think that it 
was repealed from a conviction of its in- 
expediency ; and they will rely upon it, 
that while the ſame inexpediency ſubſiſts, 
you will never attempt to make ſuch ano- 
ther. 
Q. What do you mean by its inexpe- 
_ diency ? 
A. I mean its inexpediency on ſeveral 
accounts; the poverty and inability of 
thoſe who were to pay the tax; the gene- 
ral diſcontent it has occaſioned; and the 
impracticability. of enforcing it. 8 
Q. If the act ſhould be repealed, and 
the legiſlature: ſhould ſhew its reſentment 


to the oppoſers of the ſtamp- act, would 


the Colonies acquieſce in the authority of 
the legiſlature ? What! is your er they 
would do?  - | 
A. I don't doubt at all, that if the le- 
giſlature repeal the ſtamp- act, the Colo- 
nies will acquieſce in the authority. 
Q. But if the legiſlature ſhould think 


fit to aſcertain its right t to lay taxes, by 
any 


RO, 


[ 33 ] 
any act laying a ſmall tax, contraty to 
their opinion, would they ſubmit to pay 
the tax? x | 

A. The proceedings of the people in 
America have been confidered too much 
together. The proceedings of the afſem- 
blies have been very different from thoſe 
of the mobs, and ſhould be diſtinguiſhed, 
as having no connection with each other. 
The aſſemblies have only peaceably re- 
ſolved what they take to be their rights ; 
they have taken no meaſures for oppoſition 
by force ; they have not built a fort, raiſed 
a man, or provided a grain of ammunition, 
in order to ſuch oppoſition.—The ring- 
leaders of riots they. think ought to be 
puniſhed ; they would puniſh them them- 
ſelves, if they could. Every ſober, ſen- 
ſible man would with to ſee rioters pu- 
niſhed, as otherwiſe peaceable people have 
no ſecurity of perſon or eſtate. But as to 
an internal tax, how ſmall ſoever, laid by 
the legiſlature here on the people there, 
while they have no repreſentatives in this 
legiſlature, I think it will never be ſubmit- 
ted to.— They will oppoſe it to the laſt. — 
They do not conſider ĩt as at all neceſſary for 
you to raiſe money on them by your taxes, 
becauſe they are, and always have been, 
ready to raiſe. money by taxes among 
themſelves, and to grant large ſums, equal 
to their abilities, upon requiſition from 


the 
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the Crown.—They have not only granted 
equal to their abilities, but, during all the 

laſt war, they granted far beyond their 
abilities, and beyond their proportion with 
this country, you yourſelves being judges, 
to the amount of many hundred thouſand 
pounds, and this they did freely and rea- 

dily, only on a ſort of promiſe from the 
ſecretary of ſtate, that it ſhould be recom- 
mended to parliament to make them com- 
penſation. It was accordingly recom- 
mended to parliament, in the moſt ho- 
nourable manner, for them. America 
has been greatly miſrepreſented and abuſed 
here, in papers, and pamphlets, and 
ſpeeches, as ungrateful, and unreaſonable, 
and unjuſt, in having put this nation to 
immenſe expence for their defence, and 
refuſing to bear any part of that expence. 
The Colonies raiſed, paid, and clothed, 
near 25000 men during the laſt war, a 
number equal to thoſe ſent from Britain, 

and far beyond their proportion; they 

went deeply into debt in doing this, and 
all their taxes and eſtates are mortgaged, 
for many years to come, for diſcharging 
that debt. Government here was at that 

time very ſenſible of this. The Colonies 
were recommended to parliament. Every 
year the king ſent down to the houſe a 

written meſlage to this purpoſe, That his 

> Majeſty, 
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Majeſty, being highly ſenſible of the zeal 
and vigour with which his faithful ſubjects 
in North-America had exerted themſelves, 
in defence of his Majeſty's juſt rights and 
ſſeſſions, recommended it to the houſe 
to take the ſame into conſideration, and 
enable him to give them a proper com- 
penſation. You will find thoſe meſſages 
on your own journals every year of the 
war to the very laſt, and you did accord- 
ingly give 200,000 Pounds annually to 
the Crown, to be diſtributed in ſuch com- 
penſation to the Colonies. This is the 
{ſtrongeſt of all proofs that the Colonies, 
far from being unwilling to bear a ſhare 
of the burthen, did exceed their propor- 
tion; for if they had done leſs, or had 
only equalled their proportion, there 
would have been no room or reaſon for 
compenſation.— Indeed the ſums reim- 
burſed them, were by no means adequate 
to the expence they incurred beyond their 
proportion; but they never murmured at 
that, they eſteemed their Sovereign's ap- 
probation of their zeal and fidelity, and 
the approbation of this houſe, far beyond 
any other kind of compenſation ; there- 
fore there was no occaſion for this act, to 
force money from a willing people ; they 
lad not refuſed giving money for the pur- 
poles of the act; no requiſition had been 
| „ made; 
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made; they were always willing and ready 
to do what could reaſonably be expected 
from them, and in this light they wiſh to 
be confidered. : | 
Q. But ſuppoſe Great-Britain ſhould be 
engaged in a war in Europe, would North- 
America contribute to the ſupport of it? 
A. I do think they would, as far as 
their circumſtances would permit. They 
conſider themſelves as a part of the Britiſh 
empire, and as having one common in- 
tereſt with it; they may be looked on 
here as foreigners, but they do not con- 
ſider themſelves as ſuch. They are zea- 
lous for the honour and proſperity of this 
nation, and, while they are well uſed, 
w1ll always be ready to ſupport it, as far 
as their little power goes. In 1739 they 
were called upon to aſſiſt in the expedition 
againſt Carthagena, and they ſent 3000 
men to join your army. It 1s true Car- 
thagena is in America, but as remote from 
the Northern Colonies as if it had been in 
Europe. They make no diſtinction of 
wars, as to their duty of aſſiſting in them. 
I know the laſt war is commonly ſpoke of 
here as entered into for the defence, or 
for the ſake of the people of America. I 
think it is quite miſunderſtood. It began 
about the limits between Canada and 
Nova-Scotia, about territories to which 
> the 
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the Crown indeed laid claim, but werg 
not claimed by any Britiſh Colony; none 
of the lands had been granted to any Co- 
loniſt; we had therefore no particular 
concern or intereſt in that diſpute. As to 
the Ohio, the conteſt there began about 
your right of trading in the Indian coun- 

try, a right you had by the treaty of 
Utrecht, which the French infringed ; 
they ſeized the. traders and their goods, 
which were your manufactures ; they took 
a fort which a company of your mer- 
chants, and their factors and correſpond- 
ents, had erected there, to ſecure that 
trade. Braddock was ſent with an army 
to re- take that fort (which was looked on 
here as another incroachment on the 
King's territory) and to protect your trade, 
It was not till after his defeat that the 
Colonies were attacked. They were be- 

fore in perfect peace with both French and 
Indians; the troops were not therefore 
ſent for their defence. The trade with 
the Indians, though carried on in Ame- 
rica, is not an American intereſt. The 
people of America are chiefly farmers and 
planters ; ſcarce any thing that they raiſe 
or produce is an article of commerce with 
the Indians. The Indian trade 1s a Bri- 
tiſh intereſt; it is carried on with Britiſh 
manufactures, for the profit of Britiſh 
Gs | mer- 


- T8] 
merchants and manufacturers; therefore 
the war, as it commenced for the defence 
of territories of the Crown, the property 
of no American, and for the defence of a 
trade purely Britiſh, was really a Britiſh 
war—and yet the people of America made 
no ſcruple of contributing their utmoſt 
towards carrying it on, and bringing it to 
a happy concluſion. Es be 

Q. Do you think then that the taking 
poſſeſſion of the King's territorial rights, 
and ſtrengthening the frontiers, is not an 
American intereſt? 

A. Not particularly, but conjointly a 
Britiſh and an American intereſt.  _ 

Q. You will not deny that the preced- 
Ing war, the war with Spain, was entered 
into for the ſake of America; was it not 
occaſioned by captures made in the Ame- 
rican ſeas ? | . 
A. Ves; captures of ſhips carrying on 
the Britiſh trade there, with Britiſh ma- 
nufactures. . 

. Was not the late war with the In- 
dians, ſince the peace with France, a war 
for America only?  —_ 

A. Yes; it was more particularly for 
America than the former, but it was ra- 
ther a conſequence or remains of the for- 
mer war, the Indians not having been 
thoroughly pacified, and the — 

. ore 
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bore by much the greateſt ſhare of the ex- 
pence. It was put an end to by the army 
under General Bouquet; there were not 
above zoo regulars in that army, and 
above 1000 Pennſylvanians. 

Q. Is it not neceſſary to ſends troops to 
America, to defend the Americans * 

the Indians? | 
A. No, by no means; it never was 

neceſſary. They defended themſelves when 
they were but an handful, and the Indians 
much more numerous. They continu- 
ally gained ground, and have driven the 
Indians over the mountains, without any 
troops ſent to their aſſiſtance from this 
country. And can it be thought neceſſary 
now to ſend troops for their defence from 
thoſe diminiſhed Indian tribes, when the 
Colonies are become ſo populous, and fo 

ſtrong? There is not the leaſt occaſion for 
it; they are very able to defend them- 

ſelves. 

Q. Do you fay there were no more than 
zoo regular troops employed 1 in the late 
Indian war? 

A. Not on the Ohio, or the W 
of Pennſylvania, which was the chief part 
of the war that affected the Colonies. 
There were garriſons at Niagara, Fort 
Detroit, and thoſe remote poſts kept for 


the labs! of your trades I did not reckon 
them, 
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them, but I believe that on the whole the 
number of Americans, or provincial troops, 
employed in the war, was greater than 

that of the regulars. I am not certain, 
but I think fo. 

Q. Do you think the aſſemblies have a 
right to levy money on the ſubject there, 
to grant to the Crown? 

A. I certainly think ſo; they "0 = 
ways done it. 

Q. Are they alanine with the de- 
claration of rights? And do they know 
that, by that ſtatute, money is not to be 
raiſed on the ſubject but by conſent of par- 
liament ? 

A. They are very well acquainted 
with it. 
Q. How hen can they think they have 
a right to levy money for the Crown, or 
for any other than local purpoſes ? 

A. They underſtand that clauſe to re- 
late to ſubjects only within the realm; 
that no money can be levied on them for 
the Crown, but by conſent of parliament: 
The Colonies are not ſuppoſed to be 
within the realm; they have aſſemblies 
of their own, which are their parliaments, 
and they are, in that reſpec, in the ſame 
fituation with Ireland. When money 1s 
to be raiſed for the Crown upon the ſub- 


ject in Ireland, or in the Colonies, the 


conſent 


1 


konſent is given in the parliament of Ire- 
land, or in the aſſemblies of the Colonies. 
They think the Parliament of Great- Bri- 
tain cannot properly give that conſent till 
it has repreſentatives from America; for 
the petition of right expreſsly ſays, it is 
to be by common conſent in parliament, 
and the people of America have no repre- 
ſentatives in parliament, to make a park 
of that common conſent. 

Q. If the ſtamp-att ſhould be repealed, 
and an act ſhould paſs, ordering the afſem- 

blies of the Colonies to indemnify the ſuf- 
ferers by the riots, would they obey it? 
A. That is a queſtzon I cannot anſwer. 
Q. Suppoſe the King ſhould require 
the Colonies to grant a revenue, and the 
parliament ſhould be againſt their doing 
it, do they think they can grant a re- 
venue to the King; without the conſent of 
the r of Great-Britain ? 
That is a deep queſtion. —As to my 
own opinion, I ſhould think myſelf at li- 
berty to do it, and ſhould do it, if I iked 
the ocgaſion. Antal Fern Yo HATS ST 
When money has been raiſed in the 
c upon requiſitions, has it not 
been granted to the King? 

A. Ves, always; but the requiſitions 
have generally been for ſome ſervice ex- 
preſſed, as to raiſe, clothe and pay troops, | 
and not for money only. 


6 Q. If 
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Q. If the act ſhould paſs, requiring the 
American aſſemblies to make compenſa- 
tion to the ſufferers, and they ſhould diſ- 
obey it, and then the parliament ſhould, 
by another act, lay an internal tax, would 
WN then obey it? 
The people will pay no internal tax; 

480 I think an act to oblige the aſſemblies 
to make compenſation is unneceſſary, for 
I am of opinion, that as ſoon as the pre- 
ſent heats are abated, they will take the 
matter into conſideration, and if it is right 
to be done, they will do it of themſelves. 
Q Do not letters often come into the 

poſt- offices in America, directed to ſome 
inland town where no poſt goes? 

A. Yes. 6 
Q. Can any private perſon take up 
thoſe letters, and carry them as directed? 

A. Yes; any friend of the perſon may 
do it, paying the poſtage that has CIT 

Q. But muſt not he pay an additional 
poſtage for the diſtance to ſuch inland 
town! ? 

A. No. gt ew nt | 

Q. Can the 8 anſwer deliver- 
ing the letter, without being paid ſuch 
additional poſtage ? 


A. Certainly he can demand nothing, 

where he does no ſervice. 
Q. Suppoſe a perſon, being far from 
home, finds a letter in a poit-offtice di- 
rected 
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rected to him, and he lives in a place to 
which the poſt generally goes, and the 
letter is directed to ns lace, will the 
poſt-maſter deliver him the letter, with- 
out his paying the poſtage receivable at 
the place to which the letter is directed. 

A. Yes; the office cannot demand 

poſtag e for 4 letter that it does not car 
or farther than it does carry it. 
Q. Are not ferrymen in America obliged, 
by act of parliament, to nr; over the 
poſts without pay * * | 1 

A | 

"cz Is not this a tax on | the Girona : 

A. They do not confider it as ſuch, as 
they have an advantage from perſons tra- 
velling with the poſt. 
QO lf the ſtamp- act ſhould be repealed 
and the Crown ſhould make a requiſition 
to the Colonies for a fam of ee 
would they grant it:! 

A. I believe they would. 

QQ. Why do you think fo ? 

A. I can ſpeak for the Colony I live 
in; I had it in inſtruction from the aſſem- 
bly to aſſure the miniſtry, that as they al- 
ways had done, ſo they ſhould always 
think it their duty to grant ſuch aids to 
the Crown as were ſuitable to their cir- 
eumſtances and abilities, whenever called 

* for the pen in the uſual conſti- 


Gs tutional 
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tutional manner; and I had the honour of 
communicating this inſtruction to that 
bopourable gentleman then miniſter. 

Q. Would they do this for a Britiſh 
concern; as ſuppoſe a war in ſome part of 
Euro pe, that did not affect them? 
ride 2 5 for any thing that concerned 

the general intereſt. They conſider them- 
ſelves as a part of the Whole. 3 

What is, the uſual conſtitutional 
manner of calling on the Colonies for 
aide? 

Ay A letter from the ſecretary of ate. 

Is this all you mean, a letter from 
the: ry: of ſtate? bY: 

A. I mean the uſual way of eu, 
in a circular letter from the ſecretary of 
ſtate, by his Majeſty's command, reciting. 
the occaſion, and recommending! it to the 
Colonies to grant ſuch aids as became 
their loyalty, and were ſuitable to e 
Ahilitie, ho 
Did the ſecretary of ſtate ever write 
for money for the Crown? 

A. The requiſitions have been to raiſe, 
clothe and pay men, which cannot be done 
without money. 

Q. Would. they you en alone, if 
called on? 

A. In my. opinion they 9 money 
as well as men, when they 3 money, 
or can make it. 


Qt 
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Q. If the parliament ſhould repeal the 
ſtamp-a&, will the afſembly of Pennſyl- 
vania reſcind their reſolutions : 2 

A. I think not. : 

Q. Before there was any thought of the 
ſtamp-act, did they with for a een | 
tion in parhament ? 

A. No. 

Q. Don't you CE” that ROI” is, in the 
Pennſylvania charter, an expreſs reſerva- 
tion of the richt of PRI to lay taxes 
ary: ? 

I know there is a clauſe in the char- 

* by which the King grants that he 
will levy no taxes on the inhabitants, un- 
leſs it be with the conſent of the W 
or by act of parliament. 

Q. How then could the aſſembly of 
Pennſylvania aſſert, that laying a tax on 

them by the ſtamp- act was an e 

ment of their rights? _ 

A. They underſtand it at 3 by the 
ſame charter, and otherwiſe, they are in- 
| titled to all the privileges and liberties of 
Engliſhmen ; they find in the great char- 
tets, and the petition and declaration of 
rights, that one of the privileges of En- 
gliſh ſubjects is, that they are not to be 
taxed but by their common conſent; they 
have therefore relied upon it, from the 

firſt ont of the N khat the 
| Par- 
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parliament never would, nor could, by 
colour of that clauſe in the charter, aſ- 
ſume a right of taxing them, till it had 
qualified itſelf to exercife ſuch right, by 
2dmitting repreſentatives from the people 
to be taxed, who ought to make a part of 
that common conſent. . _ 

Q. Are there any words in the charter 
that juſtify that conftruction ? | 

A. The common rights of Engliſhmen, 
as declared by Magna Charta, and the pe- 
tition of right, all juſtify it. 

Q. Does the diſtinction between in- 
101 and external taxes exiſt in the 
words of the charter? 

A. No, I believe not. | 

= Then may they not, by the ſame 
interpretation, object to the ne 8 
right of external taxation? 

A. They never have hitherto. Many 
arguments have been lately uſed here to 
ſhew them that there is no difference, and 
that if you have no right to tax them in- 
ternally, you have none to tax them ex- 
ternally, or make any other law to bind 
them. At preſent they do not reaſon ſo, 
but in time they may pathbly be con- 
vinced by theſe arguments. 

Do not the reſolutions of the Penn= 
fylvania aſſembly fay all taxes? 

A. If they do, they mean only internal 
taxes; ; the ſame words have not 2 5 
| tne 
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the ſame meaning here and in the Colo- 
nies. By taxes they mean internal taxes; 
by duties they mean cuſtoms ; theſe are 
their ideas of the language. 
Qi. Have you not ſeen the reſolutions of 
the Maſſachuſet's Bay afſembly ? 

Az:iiDhave. 

Q. Do they not ſay, that nes ex- 
ternal nor internal taxes can be laid on 
them by parliament ? 

A. I don't know that ny do; I be- 
lieve not. 

Q. If the ſame Colony ſhould ſay nei- 
ther tax nor impoſition could be laid, 
does not that province hold the power of 
parliament can lay neither ? 

A. I ſuppoſe that by the word impoſi- 
tion, they do not intend to expreſs duties 
to be laid on goods imported, as regula- 
tions of commerce. 

Q. What can the Colonies mean then 
by impoſition as diftin& from taxes? 

A. They may mean many things, as 
impreſſin g of men, or of carriages, quar- 
tering troops gn private houſes, and the 
like; there may be great ne, that 
are not properly taxes. 

Q. Is not the poſt- office rate an inter- 
nal tax laid by act of parliament? 
A. I have anſwered that. . 2 


Q. Are all parts of the Colonies equally 


able to pay taxes ? 
A. 1 No- 


. ; 


uf! 


A. Ns, certainly ; the frontier Parts, 
which have been ravaged by the enemy, 
are greatly diſabled by that means, and 
therefore, in ſuch caſes, are _—_ fa- 
voured in our tax-laws. 

Q. Can we, at this diſtance, be com- 
petent Judges of what favours jare neceſ- 
18 

The natliament have ſuppoſed it, 
by Claiming a right to make tax-laws for 
America? I think it impoſſible. | 
Q. Would the repeal of the ſtamp-act 
be any diſcouragement of your manufac- 
tures? Will the people that have begun 
to manufacture decline it? 

A. Ves, I think they will; eſpecially 
if, at the ſame time,, the trade is opened 
again, ſo that remittances can be eaſily 
made. I have known ſeveral inſtances 
that make it probable. . In the war before 
laſt, tobacco being low, and making little 
remittance, the people of Virginia went 
generally into family manufactures. . Af- 
terwards, when tobacco bore a better 
price, they returned to the uſe of Britiſh 
manufactures. So fulling-mills were very 
much diſuſed in the laſt war in Pennſyl- 
vania, becauſe bills were then plenty, 
and remittances could eaſily be made to 
Britain for Engliſh cloth and other goods. 


Q. If 


1 


1 the ſtamp- act ſhould be repealed, 
would it induce the aſſemblies of Ame- 
rica to acknowledge the rights of parlia- 
ment to tax them, and would they eraſe 
their reſolutions ? 

A. No, never. 

Is there no means of obliging them 
8 eraſe thoſe reſolutions? 
A. None that I know of; they will 
never do it, unleſs compelled * force of 

arms. 8 
Q. Is there a power on cor thas's can 
force them to eraſe them ? 

A. No power, how great ſoever, can 
force men to change their opinions. 

Q. Do they conſider the poſt-office as 
a tax, or as a regulation? 

A. Not as a tax, but as a regulation 
and conveniency ; every aſſembly encou- 
raged it, and ſupported it in its infancy, 
by grants of money, which they would 
not otherwiſe have done; and the people 
have always paid the poſtage. 

Q. When did you receive the inſtruc- 
tions you mentioned: 

A. I brought them with me, when I 
came to England, about 15 months ſince. 

When did you communicate that 
infirattion to the miniſter ? 

A. Soon after my arrival, while the 
ſtamping of America was under conſidera- 


tion, an before the bill was brought in. 


H Q. Would 


* 


„ 

Q. Would it be moſt for the intereſt of * 
 Great-Britain, tõ employ the hands -of 
po 1 0 in tobacco, or in manufactures. 

A. In tobacco, to be ſure. 1 
| . What uſed to be the pride of the 
Americans? 

A. To indulge in the faſhions and ma- 

nufactures of Great- Britain. 

Q. What is now their pride? 

A. To wear their old cloaths over again, 
till they can make new ones. 
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HE following Papers were drawn 
up by a Club of American Mer- 
chants; at the Head of whom were Sir 
WILLIAM KEIT EH, Governor of Pen- 
 ſyhoania; the celebrated Mr. Jos HVA 
Sr, and many other eminent Perſons. 
They were printed and publiſhed in the 
Year 1739, and are now re-printed and 
re-publiſhed entire, that the World may 
ſee what were the Sentiments and Doc- 

trines, at that Time, of the greateſt 
Friends to America, and of thoſe who 
were beſt acquainted with the Rights 

and Commercial Intereſt of the Colonies; 
particularly with regard to the Eſtabliſh» 
ment of Stamp-Duties in America, by 
the Parliament of Great-Britain, and 
the Application of the Revenue ariſing 
therefrom ; in both which Reſpects, the 
Plan contained in theſe Papers agrees 
| | exactly 


iv TO THE READ E R. 
exactly with the Stamp-Act repealed 
— the laſt Seſſion of Parliament. 
By comparing theſe Papers, which were 
printed near thirty Vears ago, with the 
Doctrines lately broached in America, 
and now publicly avowed here by Mi- 
niſters of State for the firſt Time, the 
Reader may be enabled to form ſome 
Judgment of the Merit or Demerit 
which thoſe who have ſupported or re- 
ſiſted them have had to the King, the 
Parliament, and the People of Great- 

Britain; and it is therefore hoped, that 
the Publication of them cannot * 
e at this Juncture: 


Some 
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Some REMARKS on the moſt rational and 
effettual Means that can be uſed in the 
preſent Conjuncture for the future Security 
and Preſervation of the Trade of Great 
Britain, by protecting and advancing her 


Settlements on the North Continent of 


FX EX HE W and conſi- 
T 24 derable Advantages which of 
EXE late Vears have been made, eſpe= 
cially by France, on the Britiſh Com- 
merce every where, but more particularly 
in the Veſt Indies, by Means of that Na- 
tion's having the Preference to furniſh 
the Spaniards with all they want in thoſe 

Parts, and conſequently to ingroſs an 
immoderate Share of that Wealth or 
Bullion which is the Support of all Eu- 
ropean Trade, is a Matter of ſuch Con- 
ſequence, as calls for our immediate and 
moſt ſedate Deliberation; becauſe, un- 
leſs we can either bring the Spaniſb Na- 
tion into that Freedom of Commerce 
= © with 


with us again, as they have formerly been 
accuſtomed to, and would naturally chuſe, 
or by ſome particular Induſtry ſecure to 
Ourſelves all thoſe Advantages which 
can be made in Trade, by carefully pro- 
tecting and encouraging our many exten- 
ſive and valuable Settlements in America, 
it will in all Appearance be impoſſible for 
Great Britain much longer to ſuſtain that 
Rank, which ſhe has now held for almoſt 
two Centuries amongſt her European 
Neighbours. 

With great Deference and Submiſſion 
8 to whatever the Councils of 


. Great Britain may think fit in the preſent 


Juncture of Time to determine, with 
regard to Peace or War, it is humbly 
propoſed only, that ſome little Care ſhould 
be immediately taken to put. our Colo- 
nies, eſpecially in the Continent of North 
America, in a proper Condition either to 
defend themſelves againſt any Attacks 
that can be made on them in War, or to 
protect and duly encourage their lawful 
Commerce in Time of Peace. 

For this Purpoſe, if we pleaſe to 
' conſider firſt the Situation of the Britiſo 


1 v7 | _ Colonies, 
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Colonies *, with reſpect to their Rivals in 
America, and how the French have moſt 
indefatigab! ly carried on their Friendſhip 
and Correſpondence with the Natives all 
along bordering upon and behind our 
Settlements, from Ruebeck to the Mouth 


of the River Miſſiſippi in the Gulf of 
Mexico; ſo that our Indian Traders are 


continually obſtructed from travelling 
Weſtward on the Lakes by a Multitude 
of little Forts, erected at proper Diſ- 
tances, and filled with French Soldiers to 


protect their own, and interrupt our 


Commerce that Way; by which Means 


the vaſt and numerous Nations of In- 


dians to the Weſtward are wholly de- 


prived from the Opportunity of dealing 


with the Engh/h, notwithſtanding that 


we can afford all the Commodities they 
want at above 150 per Cent. cheaper than 
what they pay to our Rivals: And next, 
if we do but examine the vaſt Diſpro- 


portion of Numbers between Us and 


Them, as well as the much greater Va- 


ey of Commodities wherewith We 
B 2 | can 


Vid. 4 Report to the Lords of Trade pn the Ge- 
Vvernor of Peniylvanis, F bas 1718. 
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can more readily ſupply that Trade, and 
the prodigious Spirit and Inclination in 
our People to carry it on, nothing ſure- 
ly but infatuation can ſuffer us to delay 
one Moment in raifing ſuch a ſmall 
Number of Regular Troops, to be con- 
ſtantly employed there, as would main- 
tain our unqueſtionable Right to the va- 
cant Lands on the Back of our own Set- 
tlements, encourage the Progreſs of our 
Plantations Weſtward, and thereby eaſily 
open to Ourſelves a free Correſpondence 
with thoſe vaſt and populous Nations of 
Indians, to whom, merely for lack of 
the common Means of Acceſs to them, 
we are at preſent altogether Strangers. 
So very important is the Nature of 
this Subject juſt now, that i in caſe of a 
War, if our Settlements ſhould conti- 
nue in that weak and helpleſs Condition 
they are now, to lie expoſed to the In- 
ſults and Attacks of the Enemy, with- 
out the Protection of any Kind of Forti- 
fications either before or behind them, 
and without the Aid of any other Troops 
but a looſe, diſorderly, and inſignificant 


Militia, ſurely we can expect nothing | 
e. 


elſe but ſuch Deſolation and Ruin, as the 
Induſtry of many Years to come will not 
be able to repair. 
Wherefore it is humbly a that 
a ſmall Body of Regular Troops be im- 
mediately raiſed for that Service on the 
North Continent of America, to be com- 
manded and diſpoſed of all along the 
Weſtern Frontier of our Settlements 
there, by an experienced General Officer 
under the Crown, independent on the 
particular Orders of the reſpective Go- 
vernors, yet to be aſſiſted by them in 
Council on every emergent Occaſion : 
The Reſolutions from Time to Time, 
and whole Proceedings of which Gene- 
ral Council to be conſtantly tranſmitted 
and laid before the King in his Privy 
Council, as the dernier Reſort and ſu- 
preme Authority in all Affairs relating 
to the Plantations ; ſome ſuch Regulati- 
on as this, it is humbly conceived, would 
effectually prevent all or moſt of the 
Dangers and Loſſes, we have, as Matters 
now ſtand, but too juſt Cauſe to appre- 
hend, and at the ſame Time it would 
give ſuch Protection and Encouragement 
to 


1 | 
to all manner of Buſineſs in the Planta- 
tions, as would greatly pleaſe the People 
Abroad, and likewiſe bring conſiderable 
Profit to the Merchant at Home; fo that 
there is good Reaſon to expect the Bri- 


tiſh Subjects in America, for whoſe im- 


mediate Advantage and particular Ser- 
vice this Scheme 1s chiefly deſigned, 
would on that Account chearfully com- 
ply with any moderate and eaſy Tax 
that could be laid on them for ſo good 
and neceſſary a Purpoſe; on Condition 
however that all the Money to be ſo levied 
amongſt them ſhould be punctually and ſtrict- 
ly applied to this Service, and no other : 
From all which we preſume to affirm, that 
if the Duty on Stamps was, by Act of Par- 
lament, now eſtabliſhed in all the Britiſh. 
Colonies, and that the Product of that Re- 
venue was, by the ſame Authority, ſtrictly 
appropriated to the Service of thoſe Plan- 
tations only, it would moſt certainly 
anſwer the propoſed End, for the En- 
couragement and Protection of Com- 
merce, and, thereby, the true Service 
and Honour of the Bri:1/h Nation; all 
which i is moſt humbly ſubmitted to the 
Conſideration 


. 
Conſideration and Judgment of our Su- 
periors. 

Much has been ſaid and wrote of late 
about the Decay of the Woollen Manu- 
factory; but, without entering into the 
particular and various Reaſons, how that 
Staple has ſuffered, and been reduced 
from the very flouriſhing Condition it 
was in a few Years ago, it will certain- 
ly be more prudent, and therefore eli- 
gible, to diſcover and encourage a new 
Vent for the Woollen Manufactory of 
Great Britain, than to ſtrain our Inven- 
tion otherways, by contending with thoſe 
Advantages, which our Rivals have ob- 
tained by ſuch Induſtry and Manage- 
ment, as we can neither interrupt nor 
prevent. 

Suppoſing, then: that by due Encou- 
ragement to the Colonies, eſpecially on 
the Continent of America, we ſhould 
proportionably increaſe a conſtant De- 
mand for our coarſe Woollens, which 
is allowed to be the Bulk of that Manu- 
facture, we ſhall thereby ſecure a cer- 
tain and profitable Vent for that valu- 

able Staple, independent of all Foreign 
| Nations, 
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Nations, and in Deſpite of any Arts 
they can poſſibly uſe to obſtruct us; 
which Confideration alone is ſufficient 
to demonſtrate the important Advan- 
tage, which muſt accrue to Britain by 
protecting, encouraging, and extending 
her Plantations on the Continent of 4- 
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PRoPOSAL for eſtabliſping by Aft of 
Parliament the Duties upon Stampt 

Paper and Parchment in all the Britiſh 
; American Colonies. „ 


HE Contiguous Situation of the 

1 Britiſh Colonies on the Coaſt of 
the Northern Continent of America, is 
not only a very great Advantage to the 
Trade of Britain, but likewiſe has of 
late Years produced ſuch an Increaſe of 
Inhabitants, as has rendered them vaſtly 
Superior in Strength of People, when 
compared either with the French or Spa- 
niſb Settlements on the ſame Continent; 
fo that under a wiſe and good Regula- 
tion of Government, Britain has little to 
fear from her Rivals in America, and may 
eaſily provide for the Safety and Protec- 
tion of her Dominions there without the 
Trouble of frequent Equipments, or ex- 
penſive Expeditions from Europe, - 
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But as the Policy of the Britiſh State 
has wiſely divided thoſe Settlements into 
many ſeparate Governments independent 
on one another, whereby they cannot be 
forced into any Union of Councils, or 
 otherways deprived of that Liberty which 
-— is peculiar to the Subject of Great-Bri- 
tain, ſome other Method muſt be con- 
trived, in Caſe of any Breach with 
France or Spain, to raiſe a public Fund 
in America for the Maintenance and Sup- 
port of any Military Force, which may 
E found uſeful and neceſſary | to be kept 
up in thoſe Parts, in order to preſerve 
the Ballance of Power, and protect the 
Trade of Britain. 1 
For this Purpoſe it is propoſed, that 
"= without obſtructing in the leaſt any 
Branch of Commerce, or affecting the 
Property of Lands in that Part of the 
Britiſh Dominions, the Duties on Stamps 
"may be extended by Act of Parliament 
to all the Colonies, _ the Produce ap- 
- plied to anſwer the Expence of Land 
Forces and other Public and neceſſary 
Services in the American Plantations, a 
the great Eaſe of the Mother, State, and 
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without the Trouble of applying to the 
ſeveral Aſſemblies in ſo many Diſtin& 
and Independent Provinces, who never 

could be brought” in voluntarily to raiſe 
ſuch a Fund by any general and equally. 
proportioned Tax among themſelves. 
ll It is likewiſe propoſed, that the ſeveral 
Kinds of Stamps to be ſtruck for Ame- 
rica ſhall be different, and bear arematk- 
able Diſtinction from thoſe uſed in Great- 
Britain; and that there ſhall be one 
Commiſſioner added to the preſent Com- 
miſſion for the Stamp Office, who ſhall 
be a Member of that Board, and ac- 
countable to the ſame for all ſuch Quan- 
tities of Stamps as he ſhall call for and 
receive out of that OBE for the Uſe of 
the Plantations. we 
That the ſaid Commtititifer for Am#- 
rica ſhall receive his Inſtructions from 
the Board at London, and be directed 
forthwith to proceed to every one of the 
Colonies in Amerita, and there to depute 
ſuch and ſo many Perſons in each Colo- 
ny, as he ſhall judge needful, to reſide 
at the moſt convenient Places for the de- 
liverivg out all ſuch Stamps as the Peo- 
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ples Occaſions may require, and are cal- 
led for from Time to Time, he taking 
good and ſufficient Security for the Fi- 
delity of the Officers ſo by him deputed, 

giving them at the ſame Time Inſtruc- 
tions how and in what Manner the Mo- 
ney or Value of the Stamps ſo by them 
delivered out ſhall be returned to the 
Stamp Office at Lendin, where all Ac- 
counts of that Revenue are to be regu- 
larly made up, and returned every 
Quarter, and the whole Management 
thereof ſubmitted to the Direction of 
that Board from Time to Time. 
That the Commiſſioner for America 
ſhall have Power to ſettle the yearly Al- 
| lJowance or Salary to be given to the Of- 
ficers his Deputies and Clerks abroad, 
and he be allowed for his own Trouble 
and Expence, which will be very conſi- 
derable in travelling from Place to Place, 
the Sum of | 8 8 
per Annum. N 
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f A3 4 AS ON s, Bube ere in Pack of 
ſens above Propoſal to extend the Duties 


on Stampt Paper and Parchment all over 
the Britiſh Plantations. 


The Author of the above Propoſal 
diſclaims, all Views of depriving the 
Britiſh Subjects in the Plantations, of any 
of thoſe Rights and Privileges which are 
derived to them as natural- born Subjects 
of Great-Britain; but on the other 
Hand, he cannot conſider that Part of 
his Majeſty's Subjects Abroad to be in- 
veſted with any Sort of Rights or Privi- 
leges, that are of a higher and more in- 
dependent Nature than what their Bre- 
thren of Great- Britain can claim at 
Home. For he conſiders all the Ameri- 
can Provinces as ſo many diſtinct Incor- 
porations, who, from the Accident of 
their diſtant Situation, are inveſted with 
various Privileges, eſſentially neceſſary to 
their Society in ſeparate independent 

Governments. But he conceives that 
\ the Subjects there, are under no other 
ſupreme Legiſlature but that of Gao 


Britain 
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Britain; inſomuch that every Subject in 
Americe, as often as his Occaſions re- 
quire, has an indubitable Right to make 
his humble Application to a Britiſb Par- 
liament, where he virtually conceives 
himſelf to be truly repreſented ; becauſe 
the common Intereſt of the Britiſb State 
or Commonwealth, moſt certainly in- 
cludes the Subjects of America, equally 
with thoſe of every other Part of the Do- 
minion, and ſo we find it to be under- 
ſtood by the Tenor of the famous Act of 
Navigation, as well as other reſtrictive 
Acts relating to Commerce and the pub- 
lic Revenue, 
When People Werse pretend to 
diſtinguiſh between the Intereſt of the 
Plantations and that of Great- Britain, 
they do not advert that theſe two, from 
the Nature of Things, muſt always be 
the ſame, even ſo when the particular 
Intereſt or Advantage of any one Colony 
is placed i in Oppoſition to that of all the 
reſt; it is quite from the Purpoſe, and 
cannot in that Light be ſuppoſed to me- 
rit the Conſideration of a legiſlative ſu- 
preme Power. 1 5 
The 
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TheGroandsof ihe preſent War with 
Spain ſufficiently declare, that it is the 
Intereſt of the Britiſh State to maintain 
and defend her Settlements in America. 
And the Condition of many Branches of 
the public Revenue, as well as of the na- 
tional Trade, for ſome Time paſt, in 
like Manner demonſtrate, that to pro- 
mote the Intereſt of the Plantations in 
general, to extend their Settlements 
Weſtward, and protect their Trade with 
the Natives, is a very conſiderable pub- 
lic Concern, worthy the. Attention of 
the Legiſlature.” And it being not only 
a received Maxim in Policy, but the pe- 
culiar Badge of a free Conſtitution, that 
every Member of a Commonwealth 
ought to bear his juſt Proportion of 
whatever public Taxes are necdful to be 
- raiſed for ſupporting the Rank, or im- 
proving the Intereſt of the State, we may 
equitably conclude, that ſince it is evi- 
dently become neceſſary for Britain to 
erect Forts, and maintain a reaſonable 
Number of Troops for the Defence of 
er Dominions in America, the Subjects 
there will have no juſt Cauſe to com- 
a plain 
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plain, if, for that particular Service, one 


of the eaſieſt and leaſt burthenſome 
Taxes, which the Wiſdom of Parlia- 


ment has thought fit to impoſe on the 


Subjects of Great-Britain at Home, be 
now extended to the Fluntations; in Ane- 5 
rica. | 


Souls of the Advantages that would 


accrue to Britain, as well as to her Co- 


lonies, by ſuch an Act of Parliament, 
are conceived to be as follows, viz. 


I. All the Colonies, but eſpecially thoſe 


on the Continent, would immediately 
and moſt ſenſibly feel the warm Influ- 
ence of ſuch a Protection and Support 
in carrying on their induſtrious Com- 
merce, and extending their Settle- 
ments, as they have not hitherto had 
any Experience of; and it would be a 
mighty Encouragement for them to 
have annually the Occaſion of obſery- 
ing, that the Money raiſed amongſt 
themſelves for this Service, was ſtrict- 
ly accounted for to Parliament, and 
duly applicd far their proper Benefit. 
= +: 
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II. It would put an entire Stop to all 
thoſe Complaints and Diſputes daily 
ariſing between the People of the Co- 
lonies and their reſpective Governors, 
about raiſing Forces, and otherwiſe 
complying with the Royal Inſtructi- 
ons, in Matters which are truly be- 
yond their Capacities, and always con- 
tradictory to their ſelfiſh and narrow 
Diſpoſitions. 
III. It would gradually, with Time, 
introduce amongſt them a more juſt 
and favourable Opinion of their De- 
pendency on a Britiſb Parliament, 
than what they generally have at pre- 
ſent; and as it would intitle them, 
on many Occaſions, to ſeek Redreſs 
in Parliament, it would keep the ſu- 
perior and arbitrary-Officers amongſt 
them in ſome Awe, and prevent a 
Multitude of injurious, oppreſſive 
Practices, which would perhaps be 


thought too invidious to enumerate 2; 


here. 
IW. The Expence a EGS would be 
a very proper and eaſy Cheque to that 
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ſtruck in many of the Colonies, to 
the Diſcouragement of fair Trade, 
eſpecially from Europe, and which no 
Method yet tried has been found ſuf- 
ficient to regulate within due Bounds. 

V. It would place the united Strength 
of all the Colonies together into the 
Hands of the Crown, without affect- 
ing their conſtant and neceſſary Inde- 
pendency on one another. 
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Dou As, in his Summary of America, written 
and publiſhed at Bge¼aů, in the Year 1749, favs, 
« As vexatious Suits in Law are à great Nuiſance 
& in all Countries, and the ſmaller the Charges of 
« Courts, the greater is the Encouragement to 
e ſuch Suits; therefore there ſhould be a Stamp- 
„ Duty upon all Writings, or Inftruments, uſed 
« in Law Aftairs.” - | 
Lide Vol, I. p. 259. 
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